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Aiid d^ed sad, wherefore did Ood erect 
This stage (tf misery ? 
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CHAPTER I. 

4 

Wisdom doth not more moderate wasting sorrow 
Than time : later time for't ; be mindful of thy safety. 

Webster/ 

At the date of the events set forth in. 
this narrative, though the land was fre- 
quently disturbed by party divisions, they, 
did not rage with all the fury which had 
once belonged to them. Those who were 
most disgusted with the conduct of the 
Regicides, after the total failure of the 
Royal cause, had in many instances left 
the country. But the exiles sighed in 
a foreign land for their home, and when 
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it was understood that by submission to 
the usurping government they might be 
safe in person and in property, if they 
returned to England ; not a few, like the 
respectable and celebrated Evdyn, were 
glad to do so, as they saw no prospect of 
that change which they desired, and 
which they had for a time expected. Men 
who from their opposite attachments, 
could at one period not brook each 
other's society, began to mingle when 
the lapse of seven or eight years had 
abated their animosities, and afforded 
leisure for prudent calculation. Th« 
friends of the King were not always un- 
willing to connect themselves intimately 
with their former enemies, hoping by 
5uch connections to screen themselves 
from suspicion, and from the operation of 
any new measure of confiscation to which 
they might otherwise be exposed j while 
those once most distinguished by their 
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seal for the commonwealtfa, when they 
£Mind the change brought about by their 
means had not produced that blissful i 
freedom and repose which they had 
declared, and in some instances, perhaps, 
expected would he the immediate reward 
of their exertions, were led to look on 
the friends of royalty with more urbanity 
than before. 

Lesley was one of those who by fa- 
J inily connections had been so mixed u|) 

\^ with the royalist party before he was of 

[ 4ige to choose for himself, that when that 

period arrived, he could Qot separate 
from it, without exposing himself to be 
branded with the name of an apostate. 
( His firiends continued to hope for what 

they desired long after their opponents 

exulted in the consummation of their tri- 

^ . ^lmph^ and Lesley found himself stripped 

'ef foitune by the course which his father 
had taken* With every disposition to 

B 9. 
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better his circumstances by making his 
bow to those who were now in power, he 
could find no prospect of doing so with 
advantage* 

There was an individual who had em* 
braced the cause of the revolutionists, 
and had for a time resided in the neigh- 
bourhood of Lesley. He had removed, 
but not to a very great distance. This 
person, though he had not to reproach 
himself or hi$^ immediate ancestor with 
the folly of loyalty, and though he 
gained considerably by the part he had 
acted, was not exactly satisfied with the 
reward he had received. When treason, 
proved successful, he was well dis- 
posed to regard the whole property 
of the nation as booty, and he was 
thoroughly persuaded that in the distri- 
bution of what was actually divided, his 
services had not been duly considered* 
Thi3 man and Lesley, when chance threw 
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them together, proved tolerably agree- 
able companions. The angdr each had 
Conceived against those with whom he 
had been connected, enabled both to 
express their minds sincerely without of- 
fence to each other, and this naturally 
led them to speak very philosophically of 
those party prejudices which had been 
long cherished with unnecessary heat, 
and in many inistances with deadly 
violence. The Roundhead confessed the 
Cavaliers had been hardly dealt with^ 
and the Cavalier, not to be behind in 
liberality, did not scruple to own that 
much of what his friends had sufiered 
had been brought on them by thdr own 
folly. The individual with whom Lesley 
thus connected himself, it need hardly 
be stated, was no other than Johnson* 
The removal of the Roundhead from the 
neighbourhood of Lesley^ abated their 
intimacy ; but it was renewed at inter- 

' B S 
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vs^. Through this person, TLeBhy was 
itttrodticed to Mr JLiee, a wealthy member 
0f the opposite faction, and a retired 
aoap.tiHiniiifacturer. It .wa& pointed out 
to Eesley, that Mn Lee was evidently in 
a cofi£^mption, and as in all pridbability 
he would take H^ departure from this: 
world within a very moderate period^ a 
petaon disposed t& better his^ fortune, if 
he jcould :; hut succeed to Mr. Lee^ place 
iOi . the heart of his buxom datoe^ would 
ait imct raise himsdlf to afflui^nee which 
might €inabla hhn io defy future 
diiince^/ 

A^ hint like this was not lost oni hes^ 
ley*. He wis not one ^of those tmpm<r 
dent jiei^e who su&r! the head to be m 
a maimer pushed aside by the: heart» and 
reason to be overcame by feeling. He 
was icapable of exerciinng such virtuous 
eontroi over , himself^ that he liever 
coveted any gratificatiou for Which others 
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tnigbt be induced to risk their future 
peace^ till be had consulted his arithmetic, 
and fotitid that to gi^atify his inclinations 
would not impair or endanger his means. 

The idea then of carrying a rich wi- 
dow; was to him most agreeable. That 
hef faolily was not exactly what he could 
hav^ wishedj he might sometimes regret 'j 
but then the weklth of which she was to 
become- mistress i^as so much to his taM^ 
t&at • he wju? generbus enough to over- 
look the defect in the lady's blood^^ and 
hold it to bfe atoned for by the sterling^ 
m6nt of her gold. He folly made up his 
inind to. marry her whenever Mr« XiCe 
would afibrd him the opportunity, and 
the very promising cough of that gem 
tldman justified his sanguine expecta* 
tiobs^ and was well calculated to call 
forth the most rapturous anticipation* 

The friend^ who had given advice 
to one so likely to profit by it, might< 

B 4 
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indeed have taken a shorter cout^se <tf 
:l>ehefiting Lesley. Johnson could have 
offered him his owii daughter, and he was 
not without the means of giving with her 
what would have been acceptable to 
maiiy a poor Cavalier. But the widow, 
(as *was to be) yf2i'& much richer than he 
oould make his daughter, and besides 
this reason which hisf A'iendship sug- 
gested against inviting Lesley to become 
his son4n-law, he had two others, which 
with him were almost of equal weight. 
One was, that he had, when he directed 
his friend's attention to Mi:s. Lee^ what h^^' 
deemed a more eligible match in his 
eyej the other, that he proposed in return 
for the good offices which he might ren- 
der to Lesley with Mrs. Lee, to obtain 
the former's consent to his becoming the 
husband of Celia. Wishing to bek^ome 
the brother4n4aw of his friend, he did 
hot desire! that complexity of union 
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which would have given Lesley »a motheiSi 
in^li^w in his sister, 

Mr. Johpson, as the lover of Celia^ was 
no t wholly moved by passion. Flrudent 
calculation Mras as familiar to him as with 
his intended relation, Lesley j but it was 
not always persevered in with like steadi^ 
ness. Though not blind to the biead|;y of 
Celia, his attention was fixed on the ad- 
vantages lil^ely to result from making 
his way into a family which would be 
connected lyith individuals of infliiedce 
and authority^ in the event of that change 
taking place which he had b^un to 
think was almost to be looked for^p— the 
restCRration of monarchy.. 

Johnson calculated on the good offices 
of' his fiiend \f ith Celia, and these were 
certainty no more than were necessary to 
secure ' the accomfdishnient of his pur- 
pose. 'Vanity or presumptioii mi^it 
J^ye been in^uted^ had he trusted 
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sdely to hia own personal meeits. Mt* 
Johnson had in his favour the experieiioe 
afmQfejthanififtyjears.; This ,. bowever» 
didaot greatfy add to the attrocttoas^ of 
hia extejsior* .His giseyi ptnetfatibg 
chmdless^eyes iKese ,weU; shelteiped frottt 
the^ray^of thesun„ by the thiek^ bUshy,: 
9vefhaag^ngj braw^a YiUsh .weine stiitionedi 
beneath the wrinkles of his fbirehead; 
^i&£iirra(wed face was not eJtactly siteh 
as the hero. of a. love jrmnance must weai% 
but his npnght figuse.and :gigaBtic IJrame 
c^Qpimanded attention^, and mi^tin ixiany 
instan^< have proved. perfectly irresbti^ 
ble. 

Circumstances^ wbldb it is unaisceasary 
toL>set forth in. this plaae, bad eauiMtd^bim 
in. some degree .to. estrange hiM^l^'firon^ 
the Lesleysfbrsevferal iaoaths» Tii^^Hg^ 
sought more Jthaa once ;by bis ftiend < ^m^ ^ 

&Pfsmr neighbour^ he bad destined Si|«f 
ingbim». But.abqtit the time of CbjKJt* 

* 
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loner's visit he had again made his 
appearance. The cause' of his doiiig so 
was&?st the rapid dfedine, and afterwards: 
the death of Mr. Ltie. Lesley was grate- 
&A for this mark of attention, and the 
loan which [he obtained frbm Ghalloner 
gave .him every opportuhity he coold 
coireti of prosecuting his fortune with 
Mcbete* 

When Johnson renewed bis visits: at 
Homsey, he was Srather discomfited 
to find thatr Albert, who had formetiy 
beeu'Scartely acquainted there, who was». 
in fact, only known as the youth entrust* 
ed U> the care of Thorpe while receiving 
lus education, had become a frequent 
Wskon Johnson set down his attentions 
Do Ihe right cause. He never doubted 
fehi£ Celist was the attraction for him. 
He would have openly attempted . to 
iMflti^ the hopes of the youth, but heihad 
not sufficient confidence in female dis-^ 

B 6 
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cernment to expect that the supeiwri^ 

ty which fifty-six years may give one 

man over another of but twenty, would 

be duly appreciated by a lady of eigh- 

teeti* He, therefore, deemed it prudent 

not to enter the lists. His first resolve, 

was again to absent himself from Horn- 

sey, that he might avoid meeting Albert; 

His plan of action was not matured, but 

he fefiected, that it might be easy at a ^ 

future period to be made known to 

Albert; while once recognised, the 

loiowledge of his person could not be 

Withdrawn. 

His accidentel meeting with Challoner 
had nearly defeated his object*, that of 
keeiying himself personally unknown to 
Alberts He was in imminent danger of 
fa«ii^ surprised in a situation of all others 
pftrhapis the most characteristic, and con* 
sequently, of all others, that in which he 
least desired to be seen. How he acted 



^ 



on that occasion .has already. been. toid« 
CeKa did not happen to observe him^ 
and Albert, if he looked at him, took 
no particular notice of one ^ who watf to 
hkn a perfect Granger. 

Bat notwithstanding, Johnson disconAi* 
nued his visits, he had frequent confer-r 
encea with Lesley. P]:6tending ill health, 
and great anxiety for hisgood success wit^ 
the widow, he was waited upon at hk 
house by Jiia friend. Wheal they met» lie 
was not a little inquigdtive about Albert. 
Thorpe, though enjoined not to let Aln 
bert know to whose bounty he wats.ao 
largely inddited, had in confidence m^ 
fbrn^ed Lesley of the name of the bt^er 
faetou Lesley did not scruple to rev$idl 
it to Jolinson. Les& intimacy than sub* 
ttsted between them would probably haye. 
lai to such ; a disclosure, from the Ijjttlct 
ohance which, there was of its eVQi| 
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itedikig £rdffi that qliarteET any otkt erf' 
the part^ whom it coidd in the sligbte&t 
degree aiflect* , 

It -was in one of these interviews that 
Johnson proceeded to unfold bis viewti 
on Cdia. Lesleys was surprised at the 
diMdo8un^> and somewhat at. a loss how 
to aDSM/t^. He was not shocked or disr 
gosted-that a man bid enough to be the 
grkwl&ther of hiis. sister, shoved propose 
td become her hdsbandi Whether or 
nNit £!elia; might be able tO: bestow her 
afibotione on such a suitor^ was a' matter 
wtiidi he did not think it worth while: to 
eobsider^ For himsdf he was content ^ 
mMUJr whei?e interest poiiited». and it 
tketeioM was in his opinion perfectly 
rMsonable t&^ call '. on another to do.the 
same. . On 4^is pdnt he did not' pause 
a-^n^^ momenti as he had4dways:c4m<^ 
sididred the atti^actionscff hisslster amcadg 



the iDeans by ,wbicb he m^^ be eoM 
abled to improve his prospects. 

But he had long been of opiaiotiiiliat 
he coqld ia. ]u>^ irajf aecomplishi thift M 
dtwctlf sAhy bringing about a tnamage 
betwten Albert, and C!e]ia« When d 
nfg^tive wis pat oh ^is^ he: still duixg 
to the hdpe which: he bad cherished^ i^xiA 
Hu^ifegmi^to schemi^r with a view otg^ 
tin^ the : dbcision of Chatltmer reyaoiDodt 
Wheat! > Johnson, however, had eocpaitatefl 
OQ^ hisinieims^ which he represented^to^btf 
flrore coii»derable than his firiend) Leli 
legr had ^er suspected them^ ti^^lbe;^ 
wjkeiiilie fiirther pointed out the ad^Wk 
tageSi whixrh) would be realised on:) faiB 
deaiblH ass it #as^ his fiim reselvie t^ lewrb 
hts undnttful daughtec by afibrmecimar^ 
mge>sflftfainginore than a. bkUEe sidMnrttf 
itiappeaGed to.the. psudeiil brotbec 
iiii:d&r wasttotto be slightedj; 
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and he scrupled not to promise for his 
sister. 

But as some appearance of consent 
on the part of Celia was necessaiy^ John^ 
son advised that the matter should not 
be broken to her at once.. Whatever 
value he might set upon himself, he 
certainly was well aware that there was: 
some risk of his merit being overlooked 
among females^ and especially among 
young ones«. i}e wished Lesley first to 
train the mind of his sister to endure the 
idea of becoming Mrs. Johnson, before 
he should be announced to her in form.. 
This Lesley undertook to do, and he 
kept his word. : After noticing the ob-» 
stacle to her unk>n with Albert^ which 
Challoner had thrown in the way, he 
poiated out to her the importance of 
settKi^ at all events. He dwelt on the 
ftiUy of being particular about yoiiM^'tv 
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appeamnce, when objects of miich greater 
importance claimed attention. He ex^ 
patiated on the countiess benefits which 
would result to her and to all belonging 
to her, were a home like that which bis 
friend Johnson could offer made secure^ 
ly hers. On this he enlarged with much 
emphasis, after he had paid his first visit 
of condolence to the widow Lee. In ad- 
dition to the considerations which had 
pressed upon, him before, he began to 
reflect, that, entering into the holy state 
himself, it might be peculiarly conve- 
nient that his sister should not remain 
beneath his roof. 

Celia was little in the habit of con* 
troverting what her brother advanced^ 
and she had no thought of doing so on 
this occasion. When Lesley spoke of 
what in his judgment would be desirable, 
i^e suspected not that he was paving the 
v^ay to bring it about, and however Celii 
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mig^t difier from him, she did not judge 
it would be wise to dispute with her bro^* 
tfaec on what she understood him to 
)mve advanced merely as a matter of' 
opinion. 
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CHAP. II. . 

Thou art a fool. . . 

The robin-redbreast and the mghtiDgale 
Never Mve long in cages. ^ . 

WSBBTBX« 

JjEiLEY was resolved that no other Wooer 
should have the start of him with ike 
Widow* Her: . excessive grief fiirnished 
hith with^an exceilexit excase for mak-* 
iiig frequient enquiries after ber healths 
Though she lived at sdme distance^ bav^ 
ing retired to Lambeth oh the; late sad 
event, Mr. Lesley went thither at -least 
two or three: times in each week. He 
hAi the eoiirage to meet her t^ars and 
Iq^sterics in their first flow and lull vi* 
gb^n Tbese would have alarmed a 
noviknei but they only served to encour* 
age him* He had seen enough of the 
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world to know that affliction, like every 
other possession, is liable to be ex- 
hausted by a too profuse expenditure. 
Lesley was well aware that the carefully 
nursed and nourished grief of the ma- 
tron might supply tears once a day for 
a quarter of a year, and gravity of speech 
and deportment for a still longer period ; 
but he had oflen seen the spendthrift 
widow run through her whole stock of 
uproarious misery in a week or two j and 
after treating all her acquaintances with 
tears, sobs^ and faintings at the com- 
mencement of the month, laughing 
heartily at a joke before its close. 

And therefore believing things to.be in 
a very promising state at Lambeth, he 
wished to enable his friend Johnson to 
indulge in like exultation with reqiect 
to Celia. He considered that all. the 
needful preliminary steps had been taken, 
ftad resolved to break the whole affair 
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to her. This he did with little circumlo- 
cution, for an excess of sensibility was 
not among his foibles ; and marriage was, 
in his opinion, so perfectly a matter of 
business, that had he been a merchant 
it would certainly have been as regularly 
entered on the debtor oi: creditor side, 
as the case might be, with the same re- 
gularity as a bale of goods sliipped or 
received. 

Celia heard her brother with infinite 
surprise. He remarked it, but could 
only suppose that it sprang from joy. 
Either this was his opinion, or he thought 
it policy to make her believe so. 

" This fortunate bhange," said he, " in 
the aspect of our affairs, I see, gratifies 
you as much as it does me. Your good 
fortune is great ; but some credit I take 
to myself for having led our friend to make 
an overture so highly advantageous.** 

<* Surely," Celia replied, " you cannot 
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l»e aerious. You cannot wish me to be* 
lOome the wife of Mr. Johnson.^' 
« ** I was never more serious in my life ; 
and I see so little cause fpr being other- 
wise, that I cannot persuade myself you 
huve a doubt on the subject.'' 

** It grieves me to hear it j for you 
will, perhaps, think me not overwise to 
decline what you deem so eligible.'' 

" Decline — decline it ! Are you in 
your senses?" 

'^ Yes, brother, so I think. I am not 
poiiscious of any unwonted falling ofil" 

" This amazes me. How can you re- 
gard the news I have brought you as 
other than most flattering?" 

" Flattering it may be ; but it is any 
thing but agreeable." 

" And why ? The property of Mr. 
Johnson I know to be large." 

" That I believe. But you spoke not 
of his property." 
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<< Kay, there I confess I was wrcmgd 
I Piught to have named it. Without 
property I should have little to' say on 
the subject It is that which maJkes all 
the difference." 

" But all the wealth on earth wpuld 
not make me disposed to call Mr; John« 
son husband/' 

** You seem absolutely insane. What 
can you object ?'* 

" A littlcj perhaps, on the score of 
party. It would ill become a Lesley to 
marry into the family of one who had 
been the companion and agent, if no 
more, of regicides." 

** It is not now that we ought to bring 
up the events of former days.", 

" I wish not to stir them up so that 
they shall become the source of discord 
and bloodshed ; but it is due to our own 
character not to mingle, or, at all eyeiM^s, 
not indissolubly to unite ourselves with 
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those who have participated in the fright- 
ful guilt, which has brought general ruin 
on the loyal and the honest/' 

*« But the opportunity of repairing that 
ruin now offers. Would it be wise to 
neglect it ?" 

" Yes, on such terms. Has it not 
occurred to you that my age does not 
qualify me to ^become wife to a man of 
Mr. Johnson's years. 

"I really do not see that his age 
ought to raise any scruple in your mind* 
It is true that he is older than you, but 
what then ? Is it not probable, nay, all 
but certain, that in a few years he will 
be no more, leaving you — for this is to 
be secured, — the rich inheritance of 
nearly all his means, ample as they 
are ?" 

" I am sorry," said Celia, " to d^r 
from you ; but pray let us say no more 
of Mr. Johnson. I cannot marry in the 



hope of soon becoming a widow. I can- 
net promise affection to a husband who 
is more than old enough to be my pa- 
rent. This seems not to me consistent 
with decorum." 

*^ Nor can I think this scruple con- 
sistent with that delicacy which ought to 
be the great ornament of a female. I 
did persuade myself that your modest 
thoughts would not have ventured so far 
from their proper sphere, as to be roving 
after the follies of youthful gallantry.' 
*^ This reproof I have not merited J 
** It was my hope," Lesley went on, 
" that you would never resemble l^ose 
wretches, who, sacrificing every thing to 
passion^ hold decent reserve and prudent 
calculations to be odious and conteftipt- 
ible, because they are incompatible with 
that forward folly which fills the istreets 
with the miserable images of famished 
improvidence and ragged afi^tionJ 
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" Such remarks might be reserved till 
1 am seen disposed to enter on a course 
so un wiser— so fatal to those who pursue 
it. I am not in danger of doing this at 
present. If I seek not by an imprudent 
union to offend you, can you think that 
I clain^ too much, when I only wish to 
remain as I am 9^' 

^* I do not understand thisi childish 
trifling. If I am content to marry, not 
where I feel affection, or look for per- 
sonal hftppitiess, it is not much to expect 
that you should act a like part**' 

<< You, brother, are master of your 
own actions ;^-r-nay, abate that frown, 
for, trust, me, I ^ould not offend you. 
Being as you are, I cannot think you will 
nlarry, but where inclination leads.*' 

i« True, but my inclinations, better 
trained than yours, turn but to the means 
which may extricate the name of Lesley 
from the degradation iiito which it ha^ 
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fallen. You, methinks, might be con- 
tent to co-operate with me. You ought 
not to wish evermote to continue a bur- 
then.'* . 

" To this I will not reply as I might. 
It need not be said that the wreck of our 
fortunes was not produced by any deci- 
sion of mine ; yet I scruple not to assert, 
that had I been a man, the bdid.and ge- 
nerous . step taken by my father should 

have been taken by me ; nor do I hold, 

^ • ' - 

because misfortune has oveitaken us, that 

we suffer degradation.- ' 

" The world thinks so, and the finger 
of scorn ever points at those who are 
depressed by poverty. It therefore be- 
hoves us to make every possible eflfort 
to meet the world on fair terms. Feel- 
ing this, I am willing to do my duty, and 
you, if you merit to be called sister of 
mine, will not be remiss on your part. ' 

c 2 



Already ypu have be^n a sufl|cient hin* 
draace to me.** 

«^ I regri^ th^t I §^ould hayci been so. 
Had I imagined that it would have 
tended to your comfort, there i^no species 
of humbly* industry tp which I would 
not d96cend> rather than give cauiie for 
tbeisie erne} reflections, I will imt speai^ 
of my part of the little remnant of our 

fether*s prpp^y as being mine by right 
from his gift» bitt I h^vQ been r^jtrained 
from striving more, because I feared to 
wound you, and not because I regarded: 
honest industry as a punishment or a dis- 

grsee to myself/' 

^^ If 90 anxiQus to please me, aow — 
now is the time to give the proof, 
by accepting this offer.. Do this, and 
besides becoming rich and independent 
yoursejlff you will advance my for- 
tunea/* 



« Pjfftss ftie not 6n this point •^ it dkn- 
not be.*' 

^< Ydu ai*e. awkre thUit Albett cattnot 
miirry ycni withcmt (lending th^ p&ttt>n 
on whom his all depends^ The deters 
minftfion of ChaUonet leaves you free 
with resiptet io hiixt^ Why — why, then, 
hesitate? Why niot redeeiki oiir UMae 
ffotti iljx humtliaftton which has long been 
its lot?** 

«^ Because tenfold humiliation would 
attach to it^ if I attempted its eman- 
cqmticm by the course you recommend. 
I tan hardly think tha^ it is urged in 
earnest. No, no^ iny 4>rother would not 
see his Ceiia^ from th6 sordid love of 
wealth, act the dishonest part of proffer- 
ing a^e^tion wherd she could scarcely 
feet rei^ect. Come what may^ I will 
not be guilty of the meanness of feign- 
ing to lov0i wher« it would be painful to 

endure/' 

c 8 
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whittle accustomed to be thus resisted, 
disdainful wrath glowed in the cheek of 
Lesley, and flashed in his eye. . I^e did 
not further reprove, but his mind was 
wholly occupied with the refusal he had 
met. He could not bring himself to tell 
Johnson that he must think of Gdia ho 
more. That, in quest of which his ideas 
roved, was the means of compelling 
obedience. But how to effect this ? He 
was restrained by no excess of love from 
having recourse to any compulsory mea^ 
sure which might be used with a : pros* 
pect of carrying his point, and all he had 
to decide was, what description of se-^ 
verity would best tend to its accomplish- 
ment. 

Preferring gentle, or at least, easy mea« 
sures to begin with, his first proceeding 
was by incessant taunts and reproaches 
to make Celia impatient of being depend;> 
ent on him. In this he succeeded, that 
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18^ he effected his object so far as to 
make the situation of his sister more irk- 
some than it had been* This was hardly 
necessary, for, constitutionally cold, his 
sullen deportment was ill calculated to 
console a youthful female for the early 
loss of her natural protectors. It was 
but seldom that he manifested any thing 
like passion ; but his quiet and steadfast 
displeasure was more intolerable than 
the fiercest bursts of sudden wrath, as the 
awfiil death.like stillness of the bound- 
less Sahari:a is more ^ appalling than 
the rage of the ocean vexed by a 
storm* 

To remain the object of the unfailing 
displeasure of a brother who wished to 
exercise a degree of authority over her, 
which not even a fiither could claim of 
right, was felt by Celia almost too much 
&r endurance. 

But whither could she fly ? The cir- 

c 4 
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fmtpstances of the tis^s had scattiered 
those frl^idg and relatives who might 
have been wiUing to shelter her from 
persecution or Srom want. Though con- 
tent to exercise arts which had been 
acquired as accomplishments to procure 
a livelihood^ the induction into the 
way of so exercising them wils want- 
ing. There seemed no immediate escape 
fi*om tibe su£^ings to which she was 
at present expceed, hut by consetiting 
to receive the addresses 6f Johnson. 
But this thought was too hateful to be 
cherished for a moment, and in what- 
ever else she might hesitate, she was de- 
termined to meet titky persecution, and 
even death itself, rather than become 
the wife of a mim whom she had never 
esteemed, but who, now that he had 
thus forced himself on her notice, seemed 
distinguished by the most odious charac- 
terises of humanity* 



While fluisu^ mi thb isitilfiitk^ M |Mdn^ 
ful to her» in which» by th^ M^eti^teg of 
Lesdey , ^ li$4 be^ (ikc^ di cdiisoling 
^^iigbiat length p^esent^ itsdii^lle hei^ 
Hlkfd* If t4^e were to seek ChalloneiP ftt 
BedburiKy it struck her that as the friend 
of her father she might pradefitly advise 
with him as to the course which it wi&uld 
become h^r t^ pursuer It wns fiot i<ftpo^^ 
ble that among his cdnnectidns h& mights 
beabte to point to ftseedre and honoUiiaMef 
asylum^ where she could find prdtectiott. 
The hope might prove vain, but it was 
one which she could indulge. 

On his part, Lesley's thoughts often 
darkly turned towards measures of coer- 
don — measures which what then re-> 
mained of law would not sanction, but 
which, in the case of a timid and help* 
less female, might be resorted to with 
impunity, and with almost the certainty 

c 6 
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of accomplishiiig the object on which he 
had fixed his heart. 

Celia proposed executing her plan on 
the earliest day, when it might be likely 
that her absence for some hours might 
pass unnoticed. The designs which oc* 
cupied the mind of Lesley caused him to 
watch her movements with unwonted 
vigilance, and more than once induced 
a suspicion on her part, that he guessed 
her purpose, and was on the alert to de*^ 
feat the attempt. 
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CHAP. 111. 

For Very great consideratioti8» the council of state 
gave me in money fifty pounds, and a pension of one hun- 
dred pounds per annum, which for two years I received. 
The cause moving them was this ; they could get no in- 
telligence out of France, akhough they had several agents 
there for that purpose. 

Liixy'« Hutofy of Mis Life and Times* 

We must now retrograde a little. It 
will be remembered that James Thoi'pe 
left Challoner and Lowen on the Surrey 
side of the river, to seek for an individual 
in that neighbourhood, whose presence 
he had said might be grateful to his 
father. . 

Landed at Lambeth, he impaired to 
that then celebrated temple of science, 
the house of the . Tradescants. It was 
in the las^t days of its gloxy. The 

c G 
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first of that name had paid the debt of 
nature in the ordinary course of events ^ 
but his son, now at an advanced age, bad 
recently seen consigned to the tomb 
that young man whom, with the fond- 
ness of parental love, he had hoped was 
destined to perpetuate the name of 
Tradescant, and extend the limits of 
the science to which his life, as well as 
that of his father, had been devoted. 

Here James expected to see William 
Lilly, the conjuror. That such a person 
should be sought there, may excite sor- 
prise^ But astrology in those days was 
held in greater respect than it is at pre* 
sent. The sages who undertook to 
interpret the voa^ atellarum^ were treated 
as a reputable body. Lilly, by dint^if 
impudence and good fortune, was deemed 
a personage of no small consequence^ 
and men of true respectability, such as 
Tradescant and Ashmole, above aimiag 
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al deception tbemselves, were slow td 
soBpeot iinposture in otheirS) and blushed 
not to admit to their society the con- 
temptible cheat we have named# 

Lilly, when the civil wars broke out» 
cared little about the success eith^ of 
king or parliament, but where he sup«* . 
posed his own personal interests to be 
alfected by their fortunes* He coor 
suited not the stars, but the chances ibr 
and against ench party, in order to de- 
termine to which he could adhere with 
most advantage. Circumstances proved 
to his satirfaction, that the revolution^ts' 
were those for whom prudence would 
declare, and he became a determined 
Roundiiead. It answered his purpose well^ 
B&i he for some yearsy obtained great 
credit for attachment to his party^ as weU 
a^ Ibr wond^td skill manifested in his 
olrtainii%the Earliest news from France, 
by observing the celestial bodies as he 
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pretended^ but really from his being ac- 
quainted with the confessor to one of the 
.French ministers. 

When puritanical foolery began to 
grow old-fashioned, William LiUy, whe- 
ther it was, from the aspects or conjunc- 
tions of the heavenly bodies cannot 
now be ascertained, deemed it not im- 
proper to abate the stifihess of his de- 
portment. He had applied himself to 
curry favour with Lord Fairfax by flat- 
tery, but of late he had thought that 
nobleman less zealous in the cause of the 
republic than he. had once been ; and 
Lilly, ready to go with the stream when, 
ever the tide might turn,, thought it 
advisable not to appear opposed to the 
cavalier-like gaieties which were ^ re- 
gaining their former popularity. In con- 
sequenpe of this resolution, the exhibi- 
tions " with declamation,'^ which Dave- 
nant ventured to give in Aldersgate 
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Street^ had been graced with his presence^ 
Qor had he refused to witness the cb^i 
at the Red Bull. It was in those places 
l^at he had met with James Thorpe. 
The elder and only surviving Trades- 
cant was at the scene of his botanical 
triumphs, when James reached his spa** 
Cious mansion at south Lambeth. With 
much satisfaction he found that Lilly 
was then in the turret, from which the 
aged gardener was accustomed to issue 
his decrees for the government of the ve- 
getable world below. The conjuror was 
not long in descending to welcome James, 
whom he conducted into the museum 
which had been formed by the Trades^ 
cants, and which was in fair weather 
much resorted to by the inhabitants of 
the metropolis. 

j£|»mes looked on the rarities exhibited 
with unaffected pleasure and admiration, 
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which those Who hitve seen the tntisetim 
such M it 9tiU exists, will perhapa, think 
juatified by the objects it displayed* U 
may^. however^, be jremarked^ that such 

ft 

of its treasures as are now considored 
tno^t valuable, were not those which then 
atti^cted the largest share of notice* A 
fragmeqt of a thunderbolt^ aoi egg fttr«> 
nished by a dragon^ and one equally welt 
attested to be that of a griffin, were 
espe^^ially pointed out as among the 
greatest valuables to be found there m 
anywhere else. 

Jfittes. was wdl disposed to laugh at 
Wytbing that struck him as extrsiva'^ 
glMily out of the common way^ but on 
thi$ occasion he did not iodidgei his 
wonted humour.. That the articles in qu^fr* 
tion were in the *^ Mmetmi Trudes^anfic^ 
fhmk^* |«roved, to hia tlmiking^ that what 
he b«d heard of the noni^^existenGe of sueh 
objects as dragons and griffins, must be 

14* 
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efrdneoua. fie mentbtied to lilly what 
his previous impressioii had been, and 
this ^called forth the eloquence of 1^ 
c<Mi}uix>r, which by tibe way, generalfy 
coomieiiced with a query* 

^^ You have heard, have you, tfant there 
are no such things in creation as dragons 
and griffins?^ Here be allowed his 
head to repose on his right ahoukler, coi 
wbidi U had been afiectedly dirown 
with hjs eyes dosed. With a very know- 
ing leer he proceeded i-^ 

*' Now, Sir, what will you say when I 
tell you, that I mysdf have actually met 
with a traveller who 1ms seen both ?** 

** Indeed ! But your traveller did not 
draw a long bow did he ? If so he might 
have brought one of them down/' 

^^ If you are going to laugh, my young 
master, why that's another matter," said 
Lilly, whose gravity was discomposed by 
the jocularity of James« 



*2 ' TIte WITCH-FlNDfiR. 

•* Nay," said the latter, " they may be as 
common in'some parts of the worlds as 
pigeons are here^ for aught I know. All 
I can say is^ that I have heard some 
people reason very fairly, as I thought, 
against them/-' 

^' You have heard some people reason 
very fairly^ have you ?*' Lilly answered or 
enquired ; and then having again closed 
and opened his eyes with due deHberatioo, 
he added, "Now, Sir, PU tell you what; 
— when a thing is, all the reasoning of aV 
the lawyers that ever bawled and bel- 
lowed in Westminster Hall, would not 
prove to me that it is not/' 

** When you have seen it.?' 

" When I have seen it, do you say? 
When I know it. I think those people 
very foolish, who will only believe what 
they see. Why, such people are like 
children j they know nothing but . what 
comes before them^ It is but a day or 
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two ago^ that I met with an igporant 
conceited fellow, who would not beUeve 
that it U impossible for heavy bodies to 
sink in the lakeAsphcdtHeSf or Dead Sea/* 

** I should doubt that myself, except, 
ing, indeed^ the bodies of certain wor- 
thies, who have naturally a tendency 
to the upper regions/' 

** Nay, Master Thorpe > this is no meet 
subject for mei*ry jesting.** 

"I never said it was; but in sober 
truth, friend Lilly, I cannot swallow your 
lake Asphaitites at once. 

** Can you not ?** cried Lilly, putting 
on his most important look of all. **Why^ 
now^ do you know, that in this you re- 
semble those uninformed people, of whom 
I spoke before. Why, Sir, Pliny : telb 
us, that even bricks would swim in the 
Dead^Sea.** 

<* Does he, indeed ! That must have 
been a great accommodation to tbe an- 
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QmitSf who, 1 9appo«e, bad lioufi»6d built 
on the water, in which they might go 
pleasuring^ on ihdr pagan holidays.*'^ 

^' This seems to tickle your fancy, but 
there are other things quite as extra^ 
ordinary of which I could telly however 
you may laugh/' 

" Nay, let not my laughter check your 
Speech, for 1^ you know, am no conjuror. 
But why should bocUea swim in the Dead 
Sea, whidi sink being thrown into ihe 
water everywhere else ?** 

« Why ? You may as well ask me why 
the jftesk of the peacock corrupted notp or 
why a king^her hanged up by the fadU 
showeth anon^rom *what quarter ike wind 
Ut>tt)^-^why women swim prone, and men 
supine, that is, the latter on their backs, 
iba former contrariwise \ I mean, after 
being drowned and in the water nide 
days. All I can say of such matters is, 
they are known to be so, and they are 
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not to my eonception more extraordinary 
or strange than many things which are 
seen every day* You would not believe 
at noon, that such a thing as night 
would ever eome^ did not experience, 
certify the fact.** 

'^ True ; and I have as yet been com^^ 
plima^ted with no certificate of the things 
which you have mentioned being facts/' 

^ Because you have not put yourself 
in the way of it, or have not taken 
notice sufficiently. You, perhaps, never 
remarked that infants though commonly 
reputed to be unable to talk from their 
birth, nevertheless do discourse vary ex- 
cellent Hebrew from the first.'* 

" The devil they do ! Then I wonder 
your fond parents of great wealth do not 
hire Jewish rabbies to attend their nurses, 
that they may from time to time, be 
mad^ acquainted with what the squaUers 
wrant.** 
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'< One reason against it is that it 
would make the little ones all the 
longer in learning the language of the 
country which they help to people ; but 
past doubt it is that the Hebrew is 
what may be called Nature's vernacular, 
which first comes to the infant's tongue, 
whether he is bom in Spain or. in 
Poland, in Sgypt or in England, exactly 
as barking may to a dog, or mewing to a 
oat, or,-Tror, — -^ 

^< Braying to an ass ; that, methinks, 
may serve for your third illustration, 
which seems rather strangely to stick by 
the way." 

" Or as braying to an ass ; and, me- 
thinks, even reason is for this : for as 
dogs and cats can neyer more converse 
than ^they dp at first, why should we, 
who , are more noble in our nature, 
come into the world less completely pro- 
vided for than they? But to go on with 
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our rarities <-r Is not yonder a noble 
iodd'Stone V 

- <^ In size it might almost pass for a 
toad's head. It cannot be that this was 
ever in truth the contents of a toad's 
noddle." 

" It cannot be ! and why not ? Why, 
you doubt every thing. I suppose you ^ 
will next question the origin of those fine 
specimens of the mandrake.^* 

« Not I. Why should I ?" 

" You have had opportunities, then, 
of knowing that the mandrake grows 
spontaneously under gallowses, and other 
places of execution, springing, as it is 
supposed, from the dissolving particles of 
those who die there.*' 

** No ; I have not had an opportunity 
of ascertaining that ; but, judging from 
the rest of what you tell me, I suppose 
this is not to be doubted. Do they grd\7 
nowhere but under gibbets ?^ 



>» 
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** Not commonly. You| of coarae^ 
have noted their resemblance to the 
human form. Closer scrutiny will en* 
able you to mark the distinctions of 
sex/* 

"My eyes are not good enough for that. 
I could never see camela in the clouds, 
or bulls and cows in the fire. Fray, 
Mr. Lilly, is this a young lady man* 
drake ?*' 

** That is a female-** 

" A lady from Tyburn, I presume/* 

" It was taken from a spot of ground 
where a woman had been burned for the 
. murder of her husband.** 

<* O the jade!** 

" And it was told to me, that when dug 
up to be given to him who brought it to 
Mr.Tradescant, it gave a remarkably loud 
shriek.** 

*^ I believe they usually set up a bit of 
a cry when they are removed,** 
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** That every body knows.*' 

*< Certainly. But for all that, the man^ 
drake crying at being torn from her native 
gallows furnishes a funny instance of 
local attachment/' 

They passed through thie museum in - 
this way ; Lilly directing the admiration 
of James to what he deemed most rate. 
Among these were two newly-arrived 
plants^ the value of which Mn Trades* 
cant had not had time to make him« 
self acquainted with but by report. 
One was the Rose of Jericho, said to 
flower every year at noon on Christmas- 
eve ; the other the Sferra Caoallo, which 
when in its prime was reputed to have 
the power of breaking iron. That th^se 
were what they were reported to be, 
Mr. Lilly professed devoutly to believe, 
though Mr. Tradescant himself had !se^ 
rious doubts. 

To enumerate all the rarities which 

VOL. II. D 
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were here to be seen would probably 
fatigue. It must, however, be mentioned, 
that the conjurer failed not to make hi& 
i:K>mpanion examine the objects described 
as follows in Mr. Tradescant's catalogue, 
^ - ^ ^ ^published in 1656. 

** Two/eathers of the Phoenix' tayle^ 

" The claws .of the bird Rook, who, as 
authors report, is able to trusse an ele- 
phant. , - 
. " A white blackbird. 
, " Penguin, which never flies for want 
of wings. 

** Dodar, from the island Mauritius } 
it is not able to flie, being so big. 

" Monkye's sceleton. 
' " Foot of a. Ginny dog. 

*^ A natural dragon, above two inches 
long. ! 

<^ A doe's head and horns, from Saint 
James's park, neer London. 

** Carbones ex ^tna* 



1 



THE WITCH-FINDEIU 51 

" Half a hazel nut, with seventy pieces 
of household stuffe in it . i : 

<< A cherry-stone holding ten dozen of 
tortoise-shell combs, made by Edward 
Gibbons. 

^* A nest of fifty-two wooden cup|, 
turned within each other, as thin as 
paper. 

'< A hollow cut in wood, that will fit 
a round, square, and ovall figure. 

" A cherry-stone j nipon one side St. 
George and the Dragon, perfectly cut, 
and on the other side eighty-eight eax* > 
perors* faces. . • 

** Indian conjurer's rattle, wherewith 
he calls up spirits. 

" A piece of the stone of Sarrigo cas- 
tie, where Hellen of Greece was bom. 

^* An orange, gathered from a tree 
that grew over Zebulon's tomb. 

** Blood that rained in the Isle of 
Wight, attested by Sir Jo. Oglander. 

D 2 
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. <* A hand of jet, usually given to 
children in Turkey to preserve them 
from witchcraft* 

« A sempitan, or trunck, wherewith 
they execute men to death with poy- 
soned arrowes« 

r Stirrups, 
<< Henry the 8, his ^ Hawke*s hoods, 

• Gloves, 

.. . A < ^^ 

<« K. great porter's boots* 

« Little Jeflfreye's boots* 

« Women's breeches from the Abis« 
seenes. 

<< A purse made of a toad skin, a hand* 
full long. 

^* Shades^ to slide with. 

« An umbrella. 

<* Tartarian saddle, with stirrups of 
wood, wherein he keeps his meat warm. 

<* A copper letter-case, an inch long, 
taken in the Isle of Ree, with a letter in 
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it, which w as swallowed by a W(»nan, and 
found. 

<^ A steel glass, that shows a long 
face on one side and a broad on the 
other,'* 

These several varieties were pmnted 
out. Jsunes confessed he had never met 
with so vast an assemblage of wonders ( 
and Lilly undertook for the perfect ac- 
curacy of all that hi3 friend had advanced 
in his book, as well as for what was re- 
potted of those objects which, though in 
the museum, were not mentioned in the 
catalogue. The umbrella and the shades 
sta^ggered James as much as the D^ad 
Sea had done. He would not bdlieve 
that umbrellas could be brought into 
common use anywhere so bulky as they 
appeared ; and he laughed at the credu- 
lity of Lilly, who maintained that by 
means of skades a man might travel .w 
rapidly as a fast-going horse. 

D 3 
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J^mes now invited the conjurer 
to accompany him to Hertfordshire. 
Lilly was willing to Comply, but was 
doubtful whether he could immediately 
be spared } for he had just received a 
pressing message from a widow hard by, 
of the name of Lee, to resolve her certain 
questions. He had to wait upon her 
forthwith, to know, as he termed it, the 
bearing of her mind. Jam^s, on a late 
visit to Lesley, had learned enough to 
feel assured that he, iii so kindly condol- 
ing with the widow at Lambeth, purposed 
repairing the loss she had sustained^ He 
therefore no sooner heard Lilly mention 
where he was engaged, than he felt 
all impatience to see the mourner. In 
consequence ' of this, he pressed the 
astrologer so earnestly to let him accom* 
pany him to the house of the widow, 
that, eventually, Lilly agreed to take 
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him as a brother astrologer, the bet- 
ter to assure the applicant of correct 
answers to the questions she might pro- 
pound* 



"? 
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CHAP. IV. 

Although some of his astrological judgments did fail^ 
I shall repeat some of his judgments which did not^ being 
performed by conference with spirits. 

Lxlly'jp HUtorjf of his Life and l^iei, 

(js their way from Tradescant's house, 
James made no secret of the motive 
which caused him so anxiously to desire 
an interview with the widow Lee, and 
Lilly was very particular in his enquiries 
as to the person, manner, and appear- 
ance of Lesley. They went through 
the gloomy alley which was then the 
principal street in Lambeth. This brought 
them in front of the Bishop's Palace, at 
that time partially occupied by the regi- 
cide Scot. Thence, turning to the right, 
and skirting the garden, they passed the 
house once the residence of Cardinal 
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Wc^sey, and from Carlisle Lane, to 
Bishop Bonner's Palace, which now 
stands in what is called the New Cut, 
but which, at that period, was surrounded 
with gardens, in some measure' befitting 
its ancient dignity. 

Hither the disconsolate widow had 
repaired to indulge her unavailing tears 
for the loss of Mr. Lee, to entertain sen- 
timental reflections on the past, and 
form prudent resolves for the future, 
such as matrons, who find themselves on 
the wrong side of forty, deem it essential 
to attend to before the attire of widow- 
hood waxes old, and the tender languor 
of sorrow is rubbed off by the ordinaiy 
cares of life. 

« Behold," said Lilly, " the abode of 
the comely widow. Now resolve me 
this, have you aught to add to what you 
have uttered respecting your friend, 
Lesley ?** • 

D 5 
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"Nothing in the world." 

" You are certain that he designs 
to offer marriage ?" 

" Truly, I have no doubt of it, for his 
s^sibility is touched to see a woman of 
her substance so afflicted, and he deems 
it highly improper that she should con- 
tinue to live alone/* 

" And his countenance, you have told 
me, is somewhat pale, but his eyes a good 
bright hazel, his figure tall but moder- 
ately sizeable, and his speech polite/' 

** All this is so ; and if the widow be 
|)ut in the right mind, I dare wiger more 
than twenty pieces, this Lesley, formerly 
a captain in the service of the king, will 
readily engage to take all the stock in 
haiid, once the property of the soap 
merchant, now defunct, from the wife to 
the wig/' 

They entered, and were ushered into 
the chamber, where the widow Lee 
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rested alone in all the pomp of sorrow* 
The casement near which she was seated 
opened on the garden in the rear of the 
building, and commanded an almost 
uninterrupted and boundless prospect. 
The vast area of St George's Fields 
was then unoccupied, and this con- 
ducted the eye to a few detached builds 
ings beyond the extremity of the Qorough 
of Southwark, while more remotely the 
luxuriant fields and swelling hills of Kent 
appeared. 

The widow occupied a large, arm 
chair, and was attired in those weeds 
which form a sort of arbitrary character 
for grief. Her head reclined on her 
rigiit hand, but her eyes were piously 
raised to heaven, as if the fond mourner 
bad been in hopes of discovering there 
the beloved countenance of the late Mr. 
Lee. Her left hand clasped a. wliite 
handkerchief, which people of refin^ 

D 6 
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feelings regard as a very fine Itfgredient 
in the pathetic. This had been dis^ 
covered before the time of the widow 
Lee, and so there was nothing original 
in that part of the arrangement. Every 
one then felt as every one now feels, 
that a tear dropped on snow-white cam- 
bric, is much more touching than the 
most copious flow of ** briny sorrow,'^ 
1^ modem taste elegantly expresses it, on 
ft bird's eye, or other coloured pocket- 
handkerchief 

The door was opened with a solemn 
« Hush !" from the attendant of the 
widow i and the conjurer and bis com* 
panion stood before Mrs. Lee for several 
seconds, ere it appeared that she was at 
all aware of their presence* Believing 
herself quite alone, she first breiithed a 
-deepl sigh,— -then her bosom heaved, 
aad aller this prefatory display of 
emotion she found her tongue. 
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"I shall see thee no more^ my love !" 
she exclaimed, ''and my lonely heart 
<:;an know no rest; no peace till it 
rejoins thee in the regions of eternal 
day. OhP* 

Here the lady raised her cambric to 
her facCi but seemed to wipe her fore- 
head in the ecstasy of her grief instead 
of her eyesi and the tears which had 
dimn>ed their lustre, remained after her 

hand had tragically declined to its for«* 

'^ 

mer position. 

Lilly and James stared at eacli other, 
but for some moments neither spoke. 
The lady proceeded t — 

**0 death, death, bring me relief! 
you Alone can ease my sorrows.'* 

*< I hope[^not, Madam,** said Lilly, ad« 
Vancing towards the mourner. 

*«Ah!** cried the lady, with a look 
of infinite surprise and consternation, 
^can it be possible ! men in mycham^ 
ber !** 
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•* Madam/* said the conjurer, "I 
attend your pleasure." 

" Pleasure !'* echoed the widow j "pray, 
pray talk not of pleasure ; it is sacrilege 
to use the word, now that, that — " 

Here the tecoUeCtion of the late Mr. 
Lee became too powerful for his gentle 
relict, and having risen, in her surprise at 
finding the apartment invaded, she would, 
perhaps, have fallen to the ground, had 
not James rushed forward and caught 
her in his arms, just as she was sinking in 
strong hysterics. 

Lilly seemed much affected at that 
moment, and deplored the woes of the 
widow with great sincerity j not merely 
because he was touched by these evi- 
dences of conjugal piety, but because 
the skin of his shins had suffered mate- 
rially from the precipitate adfance of 
James, and his steeple*crowned hat . ha4 
been trodden as flat as a pancake* 
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After a reasonable time had elapsed, 
Mrs, Lee gave signs of returning life* 
Her waiting woman brought water. 
Lilly began to use it rather copiously, 
which caused the lady to start from her 
chair in some disorder. She looked 
wildly at her company, and then ex* 
claimed, — 

"Where am I?" / 

" Most courteous lady," Lilly replied 
with a very formal bow, «* you are here 
in Lambeth, and here also am I, Willrani 
Lilly, professor of judicial astrology, 
come at your express bidding and invi^ 
tation, having brought with me a very 
learned person, although he has the for- 
tune to be junior to myself, and in some 
matters so to speak, but a tyro, being 
compared with me, yet, neverthelesi^, 
vastly accomplished.-* 

** I entreat forgiveness,*' said the 
lady, " but grief destroys the memory. 
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and when I reflect on my irreparable 
loss, my only joy, the late Mr. Lee — •* 

Here the lady recommenced sobbing ; 
and, symptoms of hysterics manifesting 
themselves, James undertook to console, 
and imitating the solemnity of Lilly, 
thus began: — 

" Most amiable widow, never so far 
mistrust your stars, as to believe that the 
evil is quite irreparable." 

"Ah!** said the widow, "could the 
dead revive ; but, alas ! that cannot be/' 

" Yet, Madam," said Lilly, " on look- 
ing, hastily I confess, over the scheme 
of your nativity, so far as the same hath 
yet been done, I discover therein much 
for hope." 

** Alas ! good Mr. Lilly, hope is not 
for me J yet I am curious to hear of the 
future, if there be that the knowledge 
of which might soothe. But what can 
there be in the future ? do I not know 

14* 



that my dear lord^ the late Mr, Lee^ is 
too more ?" 

" True Madam, nevertheless you will 
do well to have recourse to that art, of 
which I am a professor. It may, for in*- 
stance, ease you, by preventing these 
fits and hysterical affections.** 
«• Indeed j can it do that ?'* 
" O ! in farious ways this can .be ef^ 
fected« When my first wife died, she 
wore under her arm-pit a scarlet bsig, in 
which was a sigil, framed by Simon 
Foreman, who, as well as Captain Bubb, 
another astrologer, formerly resided in 
this neighbourhood. This was of pure 
angel gold, and of the size of a thirty*three 
shilling piece. On the one side was en- 
graven * Vicit Leo de tribu Jitdce Tetra* 
grammaton^ with a cross, and within thci 
image of a holy lamb]} and on the other 
Amraphel, and three crosses, with ^SanC" 
tus Petrus Alpha et Omega.' This ha4. 



served to tranquillise her former hus* 
band Vspirits^ which were much disturbed, 
and it did the same for her. Simon 
Foreman, though not always good at 
aspects and configurations, was deVer at 
the sigil. Now, the other way of curing 
fits, and that which I more frequently 
commend in female cases, is by means of 
a ring.'* 

The lady sighed deeply while she en- 
qalretti-^ 

« By means of a ring ! a ring, Mr. Lilly 
•*— what ring ?" 

*• By a constellated ring. This was 
invented by Dr^ Napper, who outwent 
Foreman in his knowledge of physic 
and holiness of life> he having pro- 
vided a ring so constructed, as to com- 
bine divers potent sidereal influences, 
which eflfectually cured a young girl who 
had been epileptical. This ring some 
fanatical friends, after she had been cured' 
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prevailed on the parents of the gurl to 
cast away, which done^ she became as 
before. Then the father would fain 
Jiave got anew^one from the same party, 
but the Doctor said, * Nay, for those 
who throw away God's mercies deserve 
them not/'* 

The lady remarked, with much feeling, 
that those who could thus scorn a ring 
so potent, merited no consolation. 

" Now, such a ring," Lilly went on» " I 
can procure, but it would prove more 
effectual if it could be placed on your 
finger by one who id marked in your 
nativity as the lamb in the ascendant.*' 

" Or what do you think," James de- 
manded, ^^ of invoking the Angel Sal- 
man?*' 

^^ Why, I pray," said Lilly, who did 
not wish to be interrupted at that mo- 
ment, ^< should the angel Salmon^ who is 
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of the nature of Mars^ be invoked on an 
occasion like this ?'^ 

*' As to that,** said James, who could 
Hot help letting something of his reaL 
character break through his assumed 
one, *^ when any thing symbolical of ma- 
trimony, Such as a ring, for instance, is in 
question, what can be more natural than 
to look for a spirit of the nature of 
Mars?'* 

" I,** said Lilly, *« am not fitvourable 
to that process. When angels are re* 
quired to give their, prophecies vocally, 
it is rare for any operator to make them 
spe&k articulately. They mutter, like 
the Irish, much in the throat. If then 
the invoker have not a very quick ear, 
he may be deceived; and experience hath 
taught, that inspection of the crystal in 
types and figures, or by apparition, the 
circular way, where at some distance the 



THE WITCH-FINDER. 69 

angels appear representing, by forms, 
shapes, and creatures, what is demanded^ 
cannot always be depended upon.** 

" I fear,** said the lady, " nothing 
can be depended upon that would seem 
to proffer me relief.** 

" Never despair. To you I would 
say, in words of the old Scotch prophecy, 
* Sed ne d^speres qtue tantis;' but, it may 
be, you would prefer it as Englished. 

* And yet beware, thou not distrust^ 
Although overwhelmed with giief | 

Thy stroke is not perpetual. 
For thou shalt find relief.' '• 

" Alas !'* sighed the widow, " in my 
case this is a false prophecy.*' 

" Not so,** Lilly rejoined j " for if the 
ring of which I spoke be put on by the 
lamb, your pains shall cease on the in« 
stant. Now, therefore, the main point 
is to ascertain who the lamb should re* 
present.** 
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*« Ay, how had we better manage 
with the lamb ?** James enquired. Lilly 
answered, —*• 

** I could repair to the cr3rstal, as 
Hodges did when my old partner John 
Scott went to him on the affiiir of his 
marriage, and desired to see whom he 
should wed." 

" And what chanced thereupon ?" de- 
manded Mrs. Lee. 

" Hodges had Scott^s foot put to his, 
and looking in the crystal Scott saw 
a ruddy wenqh in a red waistcoat, draw- 
ing beer. * That,' quoth Hodges, * is your 
wife.' * Nay,* said the other, « for I am 
to marry a tall woman in the Old Bailey.' 
Then Hodges swore, for his language 
answered not to the purity of his angels, 
which were Raphael, Gabriel, and Uriel, 
* Marry her you must, whether you would 
or not,' and so he did this same beer 
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girl, whom he afterwards found in a but- 
tery at Canterbury/* 

** Ah, the crystal can be of no use to 
a lonely, hopeless being such as I am ! 
Nevertheless, if you have curiosity, this 
may be tried for your satisfaction, good 
MnLiUy/V 

** Truth, to say, Madam, for reasons 
already given, I am little partial to that 
mode of p^ceedtag ; .adV re«U„g. 
as I have done, with most curious atten** 
tion, Valentine Naibod's Commentary 
ujpon AlcabitinOf and also all the best 
expositions of ^ Ptolemy, I consider there 
are other and better ways of getting at 
the truth, wliich many nibblers at astro* 
logy cannot use. He who is figured as 
the Lamb J must be one of good height, 
and fair proportion. Know you such a 
man?" 
V . ** I recollect not** 
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^ With complexion somewhat pale and 
bright hazel eye/' 

" Ha !" exclaimed the lady, " I dare 
almost suppose — ** 

•^ His address polite,'* continued Lilly, 
M with military sun" 

" You have well described the Lamb, 
brother," James remarked. 

" The picture you have drawn is that 
of a friend,*' said the mourner, '* who 
indeed is wilUng to console." 

«* And he will do it," cried the con- 
jurer, with increasing confidence. ** You 
know the party, then. What call you 
his name ?" 

^* He of whom I speak is named Les- 
ley." 

*^ Lesley ! — what Captain Lesley of 

MiddlQsex !" 
" The same. He was once a captain." 
^< There, Madam, it is. You see it is 
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ng^t even taa letter^ L staiidn for Les« 
ley, and also for LambJ* 

'* And that is the cause whjr* in the 
cast of the Mridow's nativity he who 
should put on the comteUated ring is 
marked as a lamb!** James rmiarkedr 
leering satiricadity on his friend, the con- 
jurer. 

^ Nofc merdy: for that," Lilly replied, 
<^ but in another respect the lamb flMKSt 
wonderfully applies to this same L/esley;^* 

•* Indeed 3" sighed the widow. 

« How may that be ?'^ demasMted 
Jwi^s. 

<^ Even thus. When Cromwell aamd 
Fairfax bad routed Prince Rupert and 
the Earl of Newcastle^ near York, one of 
Newcastle's regiments having got into, a 
small piece of ground ditched in, wonid 
take no quarter,, and. for more than an 
hour kept the hinrse from entfidng among 
them at push of pike. Those beaten 

VOL. II. E 
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down would still strive against the titoop* 
ers, who passed over them in the end. 
Nearly all were killed j but for this ad- 
mired valour, the lives of a few were 
saved against their will, and Lesley's 
father was one." 

*< Methinksy then, your lamb comes 
from a lion." 

" Now observe : — This regiment had 
been newly clothed in white but a few 
days' before, and therefore they were 
commonly called Lambs. See you the 
application?" 

** Most clearly. Never was astrology 
more ' decidedly right. Most amiable 
widow, it is to the Lcmb you must look 
for comfort, and seeing he is in your 
nativity, take him soon to your arms. 
Joy attend you." 

" Joy," exclaimed the widow, shaking 
her head and closing her tearful eyes. 
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" talk not of joy or comfort. These, alas ! 
in this world I shall know no more/' 

Here she shrieked and fainted. James 
and miy again assisted the mourner, and 
when at length she revived, as she wished 
to be alone, they retired, almost as much 
affected as she was, but still of opinion 
that the Lamb might eventually yield the 
sorrowful widow substantial consolation. 



Ed 
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CHAP. V. 



Arraign him on the sudden, ere provided: 
Let him not dream upon eyattve stufts* 
But take: him unprepared.. 

Heywooi*. 



We left Albert not a little surprised at 
what he had heard and seen at Redburn* 
He found it in vain to seek rest after 
Challoner had retired from his chamber. 

If he laid down, and forgetf ulness be- 
gan to come over him, some incident 
which had perplexed before, again oc- 
curred to him, precluded repose, and he 
rose while it was yet scarcely light. 

He left his room and walked in the 
garden. His attention was naturaUy at- 
tracted to the part where he had seen 



(}haIlon6r digging wblte silence and dkrk* 
ness prevailed. Though the girolind hiad 
evidently been lately disturbed^ he cbuld 
not distingaisih the exact spot where the 
spade was last at work* No pit had been 

• • * 

left, and Albert was only certain that it 

Was on some part of a spacious bed which 

had been apparently prepared for the re* 

ception of flowers, that the individual he 

had seen was stationed. At the extre* 
fhity of thiist bed he remarked tn ash 

tre^, which he doubted not was the same 

wliich Thorpe had mentioned^ 

He had had little time for reflection 
when he saw Ch^lloner approach. 

•* I see," he remarked, " whither your 
thoughts tend, nor can I wonder at 
it Had I not proposed to explain, trust 
me, you would not have witnessed my 
nocturnal operations. Though I ex- 
pected your youthful eyes would have 
been ready to welcome sleep the most 

eS 
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profound^ I had not risked the chance of 
your waking but for the reason which I 
have given." 

Albert felt it necessary to account for 
his watchfulness* 

It was not my intention/' he said, 

officiously. to piy into your affitirs. I 
felt no idle curiosity as to the way in 
which it might be your pleasureTto employ 
yourself, but hearing a sound most imu- 
sual in the dead of night, I deemed it 
not improper to ascertain whence it pro- 
ceeded. This drew me from my couch, 
and had I hot thought that him I could 
first discern was no other than yourself, 
it is more than probable that I should 
have hastened to apprize you of the cir- 
cumstance." 

** Let us leave the garden," said' Chat 
loner ; " the house will afibrd us more 
secure privacy." 

He then led the way into a low wains- 
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a>tted parlour, in which breakfast had 
been prepared. Neither manifested any 
great disposition to eat, though each took 
food to satisfy the other. The rose 
which Albert had seen on the preceding 
night had been placed on a small- table 
by the side of Challoner, and to this, save 
when his eyes were fixed on the counte* 
nance of bis guest, his looks were almost 
incessantly directed." 
. " I scarcely know," said he, " on 
.what subject I ought first to speak* 
Whether I ought to apply myself to what 
has already engaged your attention, or 
begin with other matters, and arrive at 
that as the sequel of my tale." 

He paused as if suitably to arrange 
what he desired to communicate, and 
was ,about to break silence again, when 
the voice of Thorpe was heard at the 
door. Challoner rose to let him in, and 

£ 4 
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leiaaiked as he did so, that the visitor 
appeared in remarkabfy good spirits^ 

^< I have no slight teason/' saidThorpe, 
^ to be exhilarated, for I have hopes that 
I shall yet live to see the end of my 
troubles." 

** I shall be glad to congratulate you,^' 
said Challoner, <<on such a consumma* 
tioQ ; but by what means do you hope to 
arrive at it ?" 

" Nay, you will rejoice to learn that it 
is «ven already accomplished in part. 
This morning, moved to it by our good 
friend Lesley, one has been with me to 
commit to my custody, for a season, the 
Lee Penn^9 which he has succeeded, 
through his intimacy with a member of 
that family, in borrowing from the Laird 
of Lee.'' 

" And what," demanded Challoner, 
" is the Lee Penny ?" 

" It is this which you see," replied 
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Thorpe, exultingly displaying a small 
dark red stone, of a triangular shape, 
rudely set in a piece of silver, which had 
once been iii circulation as a coin, and 
which, from the cross and the letters still 
visible, appeared to have been a shilling 
of the time of Edward the First 

Challoner examined the Lee Penmf 
with some attention, but soon returned 
it, with a look of surprise arid an expres- 
sion of countesaiice which' spoke him 
reluctant to indulge in any comment on 
this subject 

<* Have you seen it before ?" Thorpe 
enquired* 

*< I do not know. This is one of those 
objects which, without any great effort of 
forgetHdness, might be speedily dismissed 
from memory." 

'VThen you cannot have heard its 
history.*' 

" It may be so, and 1 am not very cu- 

£.5 
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rious to know all that can be told of this^ 
or any trinket of like virtue/^ 

" To me it seems there are some things 
which you greatly nindervalue." 

" I doubt it not/' 

" An4 this is one of them/* 

" That I do doubt.** 

*< Then know, Sir, that this stone hai» 
been in the same family for nearly three 
hundred and forty years." 

" Sir, I am too vulgar in my ideas to 
esteem a worthless man on account of liis 
being of an old family, and I am hot 
more disposed to attach importance to a 
paltry stone for its antiquity, than to a 
fellow-creature who can boast of nothing 
but his genealogy." . 

** But this stone's least claim to notice 
is that which rests on its age. When Sir 
Simon Locard, of Lee, carried the heart 
of King Robert Bruce to the Holy Land, 
it was his fortune to make a Saracen 'pri- 



soner on his way. The wife of the pri- 
soner came to ransom him, and while 
^telling over the sum to be paid, this 
stone fell from a purse of jewels which sh§ 
carried. The impatient eagerness with 
which the lady sought to recover it at- 
tracted the notice of Sir Simon, who, 
being a man of great discernment — ** 

** Perceived all its wonderful virtues at 
once,** said Chalipner, sarcastically an^ 
ticipating the sequel of a narrative which 
almost provoked, from its extravagance, 
a mirthful smile even from him. 

** I do not state that,'* said Thorpe, 
** but Sir Sirnon. saw that great import- 
ance w^s attached to it, and he therefore 
refused to liberate the Saracen unless 
that stone, were handed over to him. 
The lady expostulated, but in vaiuj^ and 
at length she gave it to the knight, first 
instructing him in the many virtues which 
belonged to it." 

E 6 
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" Indeed ! and what were they ?*^ 

« By dipping this stone into the water 
from which cattle 'are permitted to drink, 
all disease among them will be prevented. 
It thus most effectually counteracts some 
of the channs of those who have com- 
merce with the devil, for the purpose 
of harming their neighbours* pro()erty. 
Used in the same way, it is, moreover, a 
sovereign cure for thebite of a mad dog. 
No words are to be uttered when the 
stone is dipped, and th^efore no mistake^ 
can be made." 

" I dare say not. And can you really 
have faith in this nonsense ?*' 

<* Nonsense !" exclaimed Thorpe, ** I 
do not call it nonsense." 

*« Well, perhaps I might have used a 
better expression ; but I fall sometimes 
into my servant's habit, of giving things 
too unceremoniously their prqier names. 
To speak seriously, I much regret to see 



you imposed upon, for so I think you are, 
by stories of this sort." 

" Nay, if 1 am imposed upon, it is in 
very good company. Many have gone 

wearisome journeys to seek relief from the 

« 

wonder-working powers of this same 
stone; nor is the period remote, when 
the inhabitants of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
finding the plague very prevalent in their 
town, applied to the Laird for the loan of 
thfe Lee Penny. Their prayer was granted, 
a large sum of money being deposited in 
trust for the same, and its powerful ef> 
fects were soon so visible, that the bor- 
rowers would gladly have given a great 
price for it, if the Laird had been dis- 
posed to sell it/* 

<' I judge, then, this said stone doei 
not give the possessor wisdom, whatever 
else it may bestow, or the Laird would 
have taken the money.*' 

'* You, Master Challon^r, seem to be 
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of opinion that no importance can attach 
-to such a stone/' 

•^ I certainly am of opinion that to no 
object on earth belongs the magical influ* 
ence ascribed to this bauble." 

" Holding this belief, you strangely 
fly in the face of well-attested history." 

<^ What history of such modern miracle 
is well attested ?" 

" Know you not that by the law of the 
land, in cases of appeal for murder, the 
parties to the trial by battle are required, 
before they enjgage in combat, to swear 
that they bear upon them no bone, ^one, 
or grass, by which each may injure the 
other." 

" I believe the oath goes on declare, 

4 

in connection with the expressions you 
have quoted, * nor have done anything, 

nor any other for them, whereby the law 

* ■■ , " 

of God may be depressed and the law of 
the devil exalted.' Is it on the expres- 
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sion^ of this oath 'that you mean to 
establish the healing virtues of the Lee 
Penny ?" 

" Not so, for the Laird of Lee having 
been traduced by some envious maleccHi* 
tent, submitted the stone to the inspection 
of a solemn synod at Glasgow, and their 
decision being in his favour, he stands 
fully authorised to use it.** » 

. <* I think he may be allowed to do so 
with much safety." ? 

Challoner was still speaking, when 
llobert burst into the room, with an air 
of precipitation which was unusual with 
him, and which announced that some^ 
thing out of the common way hadoccurred. 

•* How now !" cried Challoner, who 
was surprised at this appearance of hurry. 
*« Why such disorder ? What is the 
matter?** 

" Murder !** was the reply. 

^^ Murder !** repeated Albert, while 
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his thoughts wildly' turned to what he 
ilad heard and listened to in the course 
of the night. His eyes involuntarily 
isought those of Challoner, who, startled 
by the abruptness with which his ques* 

« 

tion had been answered, manifested all 
that horror which the name of a crime so 
^palling was fitted to inspire. 

" Of what do you speak ?'* he de- 
manded of Robert* *^ Has a murder 
been perpetrated in this vicinity ?*' 

** Not far off. Sir. A man has just 
brought word that St. Albans is all up in 
arms, in consequence of its having been 
found that Dame Neville was murdered 
last night.'' 

« Good God !*' exclaimed Albert, 
while with agonising regret he recalled 
the circumstances under which they had 
last parted. 

Thorpe also manifested surprise, but 
felt less shocked at the event than any 
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QQe else. Though naturally humani^ 
his mind had been so disturbed by those 
casuakies which he ascribed to witch** 
crafl, that putting a witch to death he 
could scarcely regard as a murder in 
my case; for, with the strong abhor- 
rence which he had conceived for those 
practices of which he believed himself 
to be the victim, he deemed a witch's 
connection with humanity so slight, that 
no measures could be too summary or 
•too severe. 

The comparative ease which he had 
enjoyed since the LeePenruf had been in 
his kee|nng, he now began to suspect 
might not be exactly owing to the miracu- 
lous virtue of that stone, as it struck him 
that it was by no means improbable the 
death of the witch was the true cause of 
the relief he experienced. Dame Neville 
being dead, her fire might have gone out, 
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and if so he judged it reasonable to 
assume that his pain must abate as the 
roasting of his waxen .image before the 
hell-kindled flame could no longer go on. 
These sentiments he stated to Chalio- 
ner, who, incredulous as ever, still la**^ 
mented the miserable delusion under 
which Thorpe laboured. Icle pointed out 
the folly of suffering his rest to be inter^ 
rupted by such wayward fancies, and 
argued that if Dame Neville had pos- 
sessed but a tenth part of the intelli- 
gence for which he had given her credit, 
she could hardly have been destitute of 
the means of guarding her own life. 

But to this, Thorpe could by no means 
be brought to subscribe. According to 
him, the beings who were at onetime 
^ armed with the most terrific powers, were 
at others the naost defenceless o^* all 
wretches on earth, " The devil," he said, 
♦« who had been a deceiver from the first. 
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would often turn round on his own agents, 
and blast them with his fiery breath/* 

<* But not unless he has become in- 
sane, while the witch so assiduously la- 
bours to serve him as you represent Dame 
Neville to have done to the last hour of 
her existence/* 

•* Nay, as to that," said Thorpe, "no 
mortal can account for his inconsis- 
tencies/' 

** But you, with a little careful en- 
quiry, might account for your, ills and 
misfortunes, without referring to him or. 
his agents/* 

" Really, your obstinate scepticism 
fills me with amazement. Could I be 
mistaken when I spoke of my own feel- 
ings?" 

** Most egregiously, when you sup- 
posed the pain you felt to have any 
thing to do with the actions of Dame 
Neville/' 
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** The c^portunity is favourable to af- 
. ford you conviction On this point. Doubt- 
less, in consequence of the event which 
has t^en place, her cottage is open to 
all comers. Let us repair thither forth? 
with, and then you will be satisfied tha€ 
I am not the visionary you have sup- 
posed me to be." 

*« Though I feel no curiosity, I have 
no objection to accompany you so far; 
and I am not without hope, that the re- 
sult will be favourable to your future 
repose, by proving your error.*' 

They prepared to leave the cottage, 
and Albert consented to accompany them. 
He had taken no part in their conversa- 
tion, which, indeed, was scarcely heard 
by him, so absorbed had he been by 
those reflections which grew on Robert's 
news. 

He could not doubt that the groans 
which had arrested his attention were con,. 
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nected with the murderous act which had 
been perpetrated. But he was amazed 
to find Dame Neville had outstripped 
him^ for the place from which he had 
heard the sufferer was in advance of 
that at which he. found himself when 
he first perceived on his return that he 
was not the only wanderer* He con- 
cluded that some shorter way being 
known to Dame Neville, she had taken 
that for the purpose of again speakjbg 
to him. 

Who the murderer could be, and what 
the motive which had prompted the 
crime, were circumstances involved in 
deeper obscurity. As booty could hardly 
be looked for, he inclined to the belief 
that hostility on account of her supposed 
evil doings as a witch had brought her 
to her end, but by what hand she had 
fallen, it was not in his power to guess. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Here's nought but whispering with us. 

Like a calm 
Before a tempest. 

Chapmax. 

Thky directed their steps towards St. 
Albans. Thorpe and Challoner were 
engaged in solemn conversation, but 
Albert continued silent. This was re- 
marked upon by Thoipe, who also no« 
ticed the extraordinary emotion which 
he had manifested, though he had not 
spoken. 

** I/' said Albert, in answer to a ques- 
tion which Thorpe put to him on this 
subject, ^* am really much shocked 
at the event. You know. Sir, I have 
never made a secret of my thoughts re? 
specting Dame Neville. I believed her 
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any thing but the guilty being you sup- 
posed her, and cannot help fearing that 
she had lost her life through the calum- 
nies which ignorance and prejudice have 
circulated.'* 

Thorpe was about to reply to this, 
when two labourers, one of whom was 
in his employ, drew near, apparently 
coming from St. Albans. He called to 
them to know if they had been to see the 
witch. 

" Nay,'* was the answer. 

«* I supposed,*' said Thorpe, " you had 
been to St. Albans." 

** So I have. Master," one of them said, 
** but the witch ben*t there not yet." 

** What have they not removed the 
body ?" 

" Yes, the dead body be there j but 
the witch ben't fetched while the time I 



came away 
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<* But is not the witch dead ?" 

" Nay, not a bit of it. The old one 
takes too good care of that, more's the 
pity, and won't let his darling children 
die so easily, Master." 

" And are 'you certain, Hodge, that 
what you now tell me is true ?" 

" Quite sure of that." 

" Then we have been deceived. News 
came to Redburn, that the- witch. Dame 
Neville, had been murdered last night." 

" Yes, Master, it was so told at first, 
the reason whereof was only this, that 
the poor body who is dead, Goodman 
Smith's widow, was found in a cloak and 
hood which had been the witch's." 

Albert who had listened with intense 
eagerness to the foregoing conversation, 
now learned that the poor womap he had 
seen at Dame Neville's, and who offered 
to accompany him over the fields, was 
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the person struck by the hand of an 
assassin, nor doubted but it was her 
dying groans that had reached his ear* 

" Since it is not the witch that is 
dead/' said Thorpe, " it will be to no 
purpose that we should go on/' 

" Yes it will Master," cried Hodge, 
" for the witch is now gone for, and will 
soon be there." 

"And why is she to be brought to 
St. Albans?" Challoner demanded. 

" Because when it was found that the 
murdered woman was wearing the witch's 
garments as she lay not a long way 
from where Dame Neville lives, the con- 
stables and folks went there, and she con- 
fessed." 

" Confessed!" exclaimed Albert. 
"That is impossible!" 

" You may say that," the man re- 
joined, " but it is all true. She openly 
confessed that poor Goody had been with 
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her last night, and that she bad giTen 
her the clothing which she had on; to 
help her through the winter, a»id this, 
she said, if needs be, slie could prove by 
others.'* 

" And so she can,'* cried Albertr 
^< Thorpe and ChaUon^r looked round, 
surprised at the confident tone in which 
Albert spoke. He was in that moment 
about to reveal all he knew, when he 
judged it right to pause. It was not ceii- 
tain, that such testimony would bene- 
cessary. If it sboudd b^ she could at 
any time call f(H* it, and he considered 
that if he volunteered his evidence in her 
favour on the present occasion, by e^ab- 
lishing a friendship or intimacy between 
thetn, it would weaken the eflect of any 
interference by him on the further 
trial to which it was intended thftt she 
should so6n be subjected. He therefore 
refrained from making the stateaieot 
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which he h^ been about to ofiferi and 
turned aside the eDquiring amazemeut of 
bis companions^ by calmly adcMng — 

<< I think it not improbable that she 
speaks truth, for why should the poorrwo^ 
mall venture an assertion <r which, if fal^e, 
cotrld be so easily shewrt to be so ?" 

No remark was made on this observe 
ation, and Challoner further questioned 
the man as^ to the occasion of Dame 
Neville b^ng brought to St. Albans. 

The answers given were to this eflfect. 
Though nothing appeared to contradict 
what the witch had advanced, yet the 
present moment was thought favourable 
for gaining positive evidence of her guilt, 
if she were really criminal, by bringing 
her to whei^ the dead body lay, and in- 
viting her to take the corpse by the 
hand ; onf doing of which, if the murder 
had be€ti perpetrated by her, the count- 
enance weald forthwith undergo a change 
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which must denote the same. With this 
impression, the minister of the parish, 
two magistrates, and several discreet 
inhabitants, were resolved to put Dame 
Neville to the proof. 

Thorpe much approved of the wisdom 
thus manifested, and appealed to his 
friend Challoner, if it were not highly- 
creditable to their zeal. 

« More creditable to their zeal than 
to their understanding," was his answer. 
** The examination to which they pro- 
pose to subject this poor woman has, 
however, the merit of being harmless. 
If she is not to be dealt harshly with, till 
the dead person changes countenance, 
there is little to fear, and I have no 
curiosity to know the result.*' 

<* But I," said Thorpe, " am most 
anxious to learn what shall follow." 

" Then, hie to St. Albans. But since 
we shall not have the opportunity of 
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searching the witch's abode for the 

J charmed fire which you supposed the 

cause of your pains, I shall not walk so 

far this morning/' 

J "Nay, you will do well to be present 

♦ at this trial." i 

. "I prefer beiiig awajr. I have no 
reverence for such superstitious folly.'* 

**But why, my good and worthy 
friend, should you so describe this st>lemn 
proceeding ? Is it possible that you have 
^ never heard how a horrid murder was 

thus brought home to the perpetrators in 
the late reign.' " 

" I have heard many stories^ but none 
ever convinced me that this was a ra- 
tional way of attempting to ascertain 
whether or not a suspected person was 
guilty." 

" Then you <5ught to be informed, 
that such it was proved to be early in the 
time of the king, when one Joan Norkett, 
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wife to a man named Arthur Nc»*kett, 
being f<mfid dea4 in heir bed witli her 
throat cut, was thought td have com* 
mitted suicide. So was it fotmd hf the 
coroner and jury. A&erwards, strong 
suspicion' arose against the husband and 
others,' whereupon th$ body wa» taken 
from the grave, a»d the parties beUered 
to be privy to the 4eath, were r^e^ired 
to tak^ tl^ deceased by th^ hand.^' 

** And could it be imagined^ that do^ 
ing this would lead to anything that 
ought to be deemed of importance in a 
question affecting the life of a fellow 
creature ?*' 

*^ Sif, the instant the hand of the dead 
person was touched, the brow which was 
before of a livid and carrion cc^ur, 
began to have a dew or gentle sweat upon 
it, which increased by degrees till the 
water ran down in drops upon the face. 
The countenance then became of a 
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fresher coloiu*, the ey«s opened aaid ^ut 
ibree times, and what piioyed beyond all 
doubt die cximiDal participsation of the 
bitsbaiid^ was this, that the marriage 
finger was thrust forth as often and 
dropped blood upon the grass* These 
are facts/' 

^* To mc, iiiey seem incredibic.'^ 

^* Bttt they were sworn to by wit- 
nesses of good repute, and the murderers 
were executed.** 

^ On better proof of tii^ir misdoings, I 
should hope, than any diange in the ap* 
p^mance of a corpse could supply.*^ 

Thorpe could not but again express 
his regret at the unbelieving spirit which 
he remarked in Challoner, who, bowevfer, 
declined going to St. Albans, being un« 
willing to countenance such an experi- 
ment so far as to be present at it. Albert 
was anxious to witness it, not that he, 
any more than Challoner, calculated that 
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proof either of guilt or innocence could 
thus be obtained, but he was desirous of 
knowing what interpretation might be 
put on her conduct, or on any statement 
she might offer, and, above all, to be at 
hand if any testimony which he could 
supply would serve the accused. 

Challoner parted from them and re- 
turned. Albert and Thorpe went for- 
ward, the latter continuing to laud the- 
wisdom of the magistrates, and maintain- 
ing that even the giving of her accursed 
attire, if proved against the witch, ought 
to be taken into serious consideration, as 
that circumstance might have been the 
means of producing the catastrophe. 

« What, Sir,'' said Albert, « if a kind- 
hearted being should desire to relieve dis- 
tress, and the individual befriended have 
the misfortune to perish by another hand 
in consequence of going forth to obtain 
the relief, would you, therefore, put to 
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<^th the unoffending party, whose only 
offence was charity?" 

" I am not sure that the garments in 
question were not given for, an evil pur- 
pose, in order to destroy the unfortunate 
creature the wretch pretended to re- 
lieve," 

^ " Nay, Sir, where are the grounds for 
this suspicion ? I see none, and I trust 
even with you it will be set at rest, if no 
such appearances as you describe to have 
been produced in a former case, should 
be seen to-day.*' 

. As they entered St. Albans, a mur- 
mur ran through the crowd, that the 
witch was come. This proved to be a 
false rumour. Though Dame Neville 
did not hesitate to obey the summons, 
the throng which pressed about the offi^ 
cers, sent to bring her to the town, 
so impeded their advance, that more 
than an hour had elapsed after the arrival 
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of Albert and Thorpe, when they saw" 
Dame Neville escorted into St. Albans. 

The corpse was then brought forth, 
wrapped in a white cloth. It was placed 
on a long table which had been previoui^y 
carried into the street The cloth being 
withdrawn, the rdtnains of the deceased 
were exhibited in the bloodstaiired gar* 
ments which had bj&locged to her. A 
cry of horr<^ ran through the assembled 
multitude, which gi^ually died away 
into silence, while every eye after resting 
on the dead body with astonishment and 
horror, sought for the supposed perpe- 
tratot of the murder. Albert saw with 
anguish his surmise confirmed, and per- 
ceived that the decea§»ed was no other 
than the female he bad met on the pi^^^* 
ceding night at Dame Neville's. The 
grim and ghastly eiSLpression which had 
now taken the place of the unoonscious 

smile which played in her healthful face, 
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« 

while she accosted him, struck him fbr- 
cibly, and he shuddered to trace the 
ravages which a few brief hours had su& 
ficed to effect in one so recently seen iw 
all the vigorous bloom of mature life. 

His attrition was called from the ca-* 
daverous aspect o£ the deceased, to €»ark 
the proceedings against Dame Nevilles 
The magistrates in bringing her forwardi[ 
told her that if she were really innocent, 
it could not be other l;han gratifying to 
her to be subjected to this trial. If she 
feared it, they said, it was not their in- 
tention to compel her to submit to it, but 
from hw 4^ciining to touch the murdered 
woman, they and all present could not 
choose but draw conclusions, which 
would certainly be any thing but favour^ 
able for her. 

Thus professing not to force the sus- 
pected to ike test, yet intimating in no 
ambiguous language, that by avoiding it, 
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she would supply that confirmation of 
the suspicions excited, which it was the 
object of this exhibition to procure, they 
hardly left her an alternative. 

Pale as the lifeless form which she 
approached. Dame Neville was led for* 
ward. The minister of the parish ex* 
horted her to be of good cheer, if she 
carried with her a blameless conscience, 
for he who had power over the devils 
themselves, would not suffer the slightest 
infraction of his laws on an occasion like 
that, to the peril of the innocent. He 
therefore called upon her, if she had pre- 
viously spoken truth, to look up and fear 
not. 

This encouraging address was unheard 
by the living victim. Her mind had 
received a severe shock by the event 
which many bad assumed was the work 
of her hand. She had more reason to 
feel deeply affected by it, than she had 
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revealed to any mortal. The languor 
which appeared in her countenance, and 
the general debility remarked as she iad- 
vancedj were by some considered but 
the evidences of dismay, the inseparable 
attendant of guilt ; and Thorpe, who was 
one of, these, began seriously to believe 
that the Evil One whom she had served 
had deserted his votary. 

But these unfavourable impressions, if 
too generally prevalent, were not univer- 
sal. There were those who thought they 
recognised the dignity of virtue in af. 
fliction, and who saw in the weakness 
which she manifested, no more than 
might be expected in a lonely unpro- 
tected female thus circumstanced ; and 
all admitted, when the hood which she 
had previously worn was removed, that 
there was nothing in Dame Neville re-. 
sembling what they had imaged to them* 
selves as the likeness of a witch. 
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Having reached the dead body, 
Dame Neviile bent sadly over the disfi- 
gured remains of the unfortunate object 
of her bounty. The big tear trembled 
in her eye while she recalled the fatal 
effects of her charity. 

*^ She hesitates, and will not touch 
it,^' Thorpe whispered to Albert. 

" She is shocked,** said Albert, " at 
the awful spectacle to which * her atten- 
tion has been drawn." 

" What will ye that I should do?*' 
enquired the trembling Dame Neville. 

" If you be innocent," a magistrate 
answered, ** appeal to God that you are 
so, holding at the same time the hand of 
the murdered f>erson." 

" To Him who sees all hearts •^ to 
the God who gave me being," Dame 
Neville cried, raising her voioe somewhat 
above the tone in which she had spoken 
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before -*- " to him who knows that I am 
guiltless of this murder I -appeal/' 

While speaking, she took the hand of 
the dead woman into hers. 

The solemnity with which she spoke, 
and the tranquil, though sad expression 
of her countenanoe, produced no unfa- 
vourable impression on those who were 
near enough to see her features, and 
hear her words. The most awful silence 
prevailed. No change was remarked in 
the deceased, and it was intimated to 
the suspected party that she might re- 
lease the hand. 

That moment, a spectator called 
out, " A sweat begins to arise on the 
dead countenance !" 

** And so there does!** Thorpe ex- 
claimed. « it is bedewed on a sudden.*' 

A murmur of acquiescence and ad-* 
miration was beginning its course, whew 
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Albert rushed forward and stood by the 
supposed witch. 

" Hold !" he exclaimed, in a tone of 
authority, which instantly gained silence. 
" Do not rashly accuse. It is true that 
the countenance of the murdered woman 
is bedewed. It is true that it was not 
thus before, but it was from the full eye 
of the accused, who was her benefactress 
while she lived, and who now weeps over 
her in death, that the damp which you 
perceive descended.** 

A doubtful whisper replied to this 
address. Albert went on. 

" Behold, now that Dame Neville 
stands apart ; the dew increases not. 
Wipe it away, and though she again 
bold the lifeless hand, it shall not return, 
so those floods of woe and pity, which 
are falling from her eyes be not that way 
directed.** 
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He placed the hand of the corpse in 
that of the female, in whose behalf he 
had spoken. Dame Neville recognised 
her friend, and her tears fell faster than 
before. His words — the action by 
which they had been accompanied, and 
the mournfully interesting appearance of 
the Dame, all combined with the un- 
chimging aspect of the corpse, induced' 
conviction that in this instance she had 
been wrongly suspected, though there 
were not wanting those who muttered 
that if she had not committed the mur- 
der, she ought to be hanged for a witch. 

The magistrates, however, decided that 
there were no grounds for detaining her, 
and she was permitted to withdraw. 
Thorpe expressed some surprise at the 
course taken by Albert, but no anger, 
for he was satisfied that the dew on the 
countenance of Goody Smith had been 
ascribed to its true cause. He only re» 
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marked that because the witch had not 
committed this murder, . it was not to be 
supposed that she was guiltless of other 
iosAteTj&M This, be added, would be se^i 
when Matthew Hopkins arrived. 
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CHAP. VII. 

When I behold a factious band agree, 

To call it freedom when themselves are free — 

Femr, pityjustice, ind^gnatioQ starty 

Tear off reserve^ and bare my swelU^g heart ; 

TIU half a patriot ; half a coward grown, 

f fly from petty tyrants to tbs throna 

GqXJ}SMI7S. 

When Challoner had received the news 
of the manner in which the enquiry, or 
examination rather, had been conducted, 
and of the part which Albert had taken, 
he expressed the warmest approbation 
of the humanity and presence of mind 
which he had displayed in the cause of 
the accusesd. He welcomed Albert on 
his return with the most cordial greeting. 
*^ This,*' said he, " is as it should be. 
I see with exultation that with a bene- 
volent heart you possess a capacity which 
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promises to give the best direction to its 
generous impulses, and cannot but prove 
highly important in times like those in 
which it is our lot to live. Great events 
will yet take place before that generation, 
which has already witnessed some of the 
mightiest convulsions recorded in our 
history, shall have passed away.'* 

" This, Sir, has for some time past 
been my opinion." 

" It is not matter of conjecture, but 
of certainty, and the time is fast ap- 
proaching, nay, is alj[ but arrived.'* 

"Indeed!" 

" And even now the moment is at 
hand, when, from your fitness, which this 
day has proved, I dare at once to confide 
in you, ay, and to place you in a situa- 
tion which will immediately give you 
the means of serving your king, your 
country, and, as I well believe, eventually, 
yourself. Without further preface, I 
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may tell you that Lord Fairfax is not 
urrwilling to favour the return of the 
king/* 

** Is Lord Fairfax for the king?** 
" He is, and as it is needful that some 
one should communicate with him and 
me, who may be occasionally at York 
House, his Lordship's present residence, 
without exciting suspicion from his for- 
mer connection with the political world, 
I have thought of engaging you to un- 
dertake this part, if you feel sufficient 
zeal in the cause, to be prepared to act 
with me, that is, to come in to what the 
party now in power would not fail to 
call a plot, and risk your life on its 
success/* 

" The oppressive conduct of the pre- 
sent anomalous substitute for a govern- 
ment has dispelled the dreams of my 
earlier youth, I am not now to be con- 
vinced that on the restoration of mo- 
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narchy, the fature prosperity of England 
must depend, and will readily undertake 
the task you would assign to me/' 

« Then I shall wiiA you this very 
night to leave Hertfcu'dshirer This is 
sudden, but it is necessary. Preparatory 
to your going, take thi^ as money may 
be wanted on various occasions, which 
cannot now be specified or exactly anti« 
cipated," 

A wd'l replenished purse was handed 
to Albert. He hesitated, but the man* 
ner and look of Challoner bore down all 
opposition, and he received it. 

As yet Challoner had made no allusion 
to the singular spectacle wluch Albert 
had witnessed. He wished to speak on 
this subject) but felt somewhat embar- 
rassed how to introduce it. 

" I fear," said Challoner, " your coun- 
tenance is too ingenuously expressive for 
the concerns in which you are about to 
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engage. I can see that your tlioaghts 
are fixed on what I promised to comma- 
nicate» relative to the interruption of 
3rour rest last night." 

Albert felt rather confased at this 
prompt detection of his thcmghts. Chal- 
loner continued : 

" Few words shall explain what you 
saw« When all security &r prc^rty 
was at an end in this comxtry^ those wbo 
possessed considerable means were una* 
ble to transport their ^Id and valuables 
to foreign parts> with themselves^ I 
then determined on burying in the gar- 
den of this cottage what remained of my 
wealth. This prudent step I took beifore 
my forttine had been much impkire^ 
Since that period, and iiideed for som^ 
years before it, I spent little of my sub- 
stance. The common pleasures of man- 
ynd had lost their value in my eyes^ and 
I endured life merely because I th&u^ 
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it would be criminal to relieve niyself 
from it." 

"I am. sorry you have confided this 
important secret to me. Such a fact 
cannot be too carefully concealed* I 
4sbail fear lest in sleep it escape, from 
me." 

<* To you, had your attention not been 
attracted to my labour when in the si- 
lence of midnight I sought my buried 
.treasure — to you, I say, I should have de-^ 
sired to impart the secret, that in the 
event of my life being brought to ari 
early conclusion, the gold thus preserved 
might not rest useless." 

" I am deeply beholden to your bounty. 
Now I can understand the care bestowed 
on the Momttam Ash.** 

" It was necessary to have some mark to 
guide me, or any one whom I might find 
it necessary to trust, as I do you, to the 
exact spot where the future means of 



existence were deposited. Obliged to: 
decide hastily, I could devise no better 
means for pi'otecting my property than 
by charging the poor man whom I sui« 
fered to take up his residence here, with 
the care of the tree, the failure of wfakdi' 
was to cost him the advantages that were 
to requite his attention. For many a 
long month the spot has not^been dis« 
tiirbed, but circumstances now open a 
field for exertion !** 

Albert' had ^ substantial reasons for 
feeling gratified with this disclosure. 
The confidence reposed in him, and the 
advantages offered, might have glad- 
dened a sordid heart. They were not 
despised by him ; but he exulted more 
in finding that mysterious conduct wnich 
he had remarked, thus satisfactorily ex* 
plained. 

His eyes glistened with returning 
cheerfulness when they ehanced to rest 
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upon the rose wfaidi had been mentioned, 
by Thorpe, between which and the ash 
tree he had fancied there was some 

connection. s 

J' 

OiaUoner, wdl rei^ ^ the human 
hearty had learnt to look for the expres- 
sion of its workings from the eye before 
it conld be shaped into speech fa^ the 
tqngo0* The glance of surprise* of con- 
fusion, or of alarm* he had remarked 
could outstrip the most sudden exclam* 
ation, as the lightning flash does the 
voice of the thunder. 

<* Again,'' said he, << do I detect and 
fi^ow the course of your thoughts. 
Either you have been told, or you have 
observed something of the rose which has 
been preserved not less carefully than the 
ash tree,** 

« Sir,'* Albert replied, " with you my 
thoughts seek not to idiun detection* It 
is most true that 1 have observed the care 



bestowed oo the flower now in the foom. 
X wish to repress improper curio^ty, but 
must acknowledge what I have just heard 
has nothing abated my previous impres* 
sion, that you value this rose not merely 
for its beauty." 

<< J^ Albert, I have not failed to trace 
the workings -^of your mind, yoa have 
proved yourself equally competent to dis« 
cov^ what my lips have been slow to. 
reveal. There is that connected with 
this poor flower which will interest and 
surprise you. That small vessel/' ha 
continued, pointing U> the case in which 
the rose-tree flourished, '< is a sepulchre." 

Albeit evinced astonbhment at the 
language, but still more at the ouinner of 
Challoner, which, before serious, now 
became affectingly mournful. 

" Yes, boy — so I must calLyou— this 
contains not buried gold, but tbe heart 
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of one who loved you fondly, devotedlyy 
and to death." 

More apiazed than ever, Albert gazed 
alternately on Challoner and on the flower 
so strangely prized — so strangely associ- 
ated, but was not sufficiently composed 
to ofier an answer, or to frame a question. 

Challoner proceeded : — 

^< In an awful hour of frenzy and of 
carnage, your aunt, who had bravely un- 
dertaken the protection of your helpless 
infancy, perished. Cruelly deceived my- 
self, I fearfully wronged her, or unques- 
tionably I should have averted or shared 
her fate. Accident conducted me to the 
spot where the discoloured remains of 
her once-lovely form reclined. You, 
Albert, the tender object of her care, 

» 

though wounded by the same hand which 
had destroyed her, still breathed." 

Challoner paused, while tears fast ming- 
ling with those of Albert, flowed from 
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bitter regret when the dreadful spec- 
tacle ta which his mind now turned, 
again lived in his memory. He thus 
resumed, 

" The bosom of the ilL-fated beauty 
had been savagely profaned, and the kind 
heart its inhabitant, was exposed. To 
me I was persuaded that it had been false ; 
but my tears fell on it, and I took it from 
the corpse, resolved to give it burial in 
consecrated ground. More I could not 
beyond placing her remains in a shallow 
pit, which was near, and covering them 
with the turf, which I wildly snatched 
from the plain. I carried the heart 
which I believed to be frail, and the child 
said to be the ofispring of that frailty, 
many a dreary mile. I am thankful to 
the Most High that the madness which 
at times came over me, did not so far 
subdue my reason, as to induce me f o 

G 3 
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leave you, whose very existence I deemed 
a sin against me, to perish with her whoih 
now I know to have been all that fatthfoi 
love should prize. My speech I much 
sjaspect of very imperfectly embodying 
what I would say. I doubt if you can 
comprehend me/^ 

*^ Thtf e is. Sir, for me, a thrilling 
interest in all you have said. I would 
ask a hundred questions, but, impatient 
for your further discourse,, will not now 
intemtpt with ime enquiry.'* 

^^ When I reached a neighbourhood in 
which I could rest for a ^ott space, I 
procured a case like that which you now 
look upon, and having filled it with earth 
from the church-yard, I deposited the 
heart of Emma in the hallowed dust. 
That and you were the companions of my 
subsequent joumeyings, till I reached 
this place. Being here, I planted a rose» 
tree in the case, and as the flower grew 
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and flourished, IgBized upon ite beauty, 
and Gootemplated its sweeto^s. witli feel- 
ings almost approaching to idolatry* 
My mind adopted it as the living repre- 
sentative of what Emma was, and I have 
sometimes been so far carried away as to 
doubt whether the object nourished by 
her heart had not succeeded to hei^ intel- 
ligence. I have spoken to it, and by 
turns reproached and lamented the im- 
puted frailty which \eas my undoing, and 
then I have caressed it with insane joy, 
arid exulted in the restoration of li£e and 
innocence to one who slumbers in the 
grave, but whose weakness, till within 
these few days," it was impossible for me 
to doubt/* 

^* I marvel not that such an object 
should have been greatly prized* Yet, 
yet. Sir, I would enquire — ** 

<< Not at this moment, Albert, would 
I have you enquire into matters connected 

G 4 



128 . THK wncB^nmrnR. 

/with what I have just touched upon^ 

In a few hours I shall be roorecon^pofled, 

.and then I will unfold all tiiat you can 

•desire to know* Accident had directed 

your attention to two ol]3ects, with regard 

(to which my conduct might appear strange. 

On thes^ points^ as I knew not what you 

might imagine, nor even what might be 

reported thereon, I deemed it prudent 

> at once to speak.'* 

<< Trust .me. Sir, I would not press 
,for explanations which you may fed 
it painful to supply, yet must I confess 
that I feel — *• 

<* Impatient for the promised disclo- 
sure. This I neither blame nor wonder 
at. It shall not be long delayed. But 
I would at this moment give you some 
idea of the part which I am desirous that 
you should act. You need not be told 
that those doings which hate barred the 
king from his throng have despoiled his 
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SHibjects of their rights. I have already 
iBade you acquainted with the hope, ay, 
and the expectation which I cherish, of 
seeing bur troubles speedily terminated, 
by the re-establishment of the ancient 
form o£ government in this kingdom. 
The king is ready to pardon many who 
have grievously offended ; and not a few 
of those who have erred are anxious to 
return to the path of duty. The parties 
thus affected are known to one Bentley, 
who will be found where I shall direct 
you to proceed; some fifteen or sixteen 
miles from this place. He, in due time, 
will introduce you to certain persons 
in London, with whom it will be for you 
to act at this important crisis.'' 

« I shall be faithful, sir." 
I *f I doubt it not, but you must also be 
'wxry. He brings little strength to a 
cause, who, always meaning well, by im- 
{MTudence w lack of capacity generally 

G 5 
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acts ill« But to guard you against tlie 
manifold errors into which your inexpe*" 
rience might betray you, I have written 
very fully those instructions which I deem 
important for the regulation of your con- 
duct. These you must peruse at your 
earliest leisure most attentively^ and 
when you have once thoroughly estafah 
lished the essential points in your me- 
mory, commit the paper to the flames, 
that no accident may betray the secret 
confided to your keeping/' 

•* Fear me not. Sir. My memory is re- 
tentive, my industry will be active, and 
a single night will suffice to put me in fuH 
possession of the contents o£ the papers 
you mention/* 

" Use expedition, but avoid precipita- 
tion. In the cypher which yon will find 
among the papers now entrusted to your 
care, you must make yourself perfect. 
Communicate with me as often as you 

17 
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can ; or at least as oflea as you have au^t 
to impart which may prove in any way 
im|>ortant. You, being utterly unknown^ 
can mingle in society, and may with 
safety be found where it would be death 
for me to appear. It is these consider- 
ations, added to the knowledge of y6ur 
merit and fidelity, which induce me to 
confide as I do in one so young. For 
this I should be blamed were you to mis? 
carry; but my information with respect 
to your character, on which Thorpe has 
never failed to report from time to time, 
lifts me above all apprehension on that 
score.*' 

Albert expressed his sense of the kind-< 
ness which manifested itself in the confi- 
dence reposed in him. It was finally 
resolved that he should proceed to Bent* 
ley's that night. The remainder of the 
day was occupied in preparations for his 
departure. Chalioner endeavoured td 
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advertise him of all those points on whtdi 

ft 

it was necessary for him to be particularly 
guarded. Thorpe was not told of the 
errand on which Albert was to be des« 
patched, but merely informed that he 
was about to visit one of his benefac^ 
tor's friends, with whom it was probable 
he would reside for some time» In 
the course of the afternoon Cballoner 
called up sufficient resolution to make 
Albert acquainted with those events of 
his early life, which the reader has seen 
in the preceding chapters* Todescrribe 
the emotions of Albert at hearing of the 
melancholy fate of his parents and aunt» 
would be superfluous. While lamenting 
their death he deplored the more pro- 
tracted woes of Challoner. Grief predo- 
minated in his mind, but it could not 
.^^bdue the gratitude which the conduct 
of his benefactor was in all respects well 
fitted to inspire. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

** And ah ! forgive a sti'anger rude, 
A wretch forlorn,** she cried. 

GOLDSMITK^ 

Albert took leave of Challoner shortly 
after nightfall. He directed his steps 
towards the abode of Thorpe, whence 
he was to depart on horseback. He 
was about to knock for admittance, when 
his name was pronounced by, a female 
voice. He looked round, but saw no 
one. He, again, heard the same voice» 
which in a tremulous tone doubtingly 
enquired— 

"Is it Albert?'* 

" I am Albert,*' was his reply. 

** Then tarry, in mercy tarry," cried 



134 THE WITCH-FINDBR. 

the female, <<and permit me to speak 
with you/* 

Albert felt considerable surprise at 
being thus accosted, and that surprise 
was little abated by the last sound which 
reached his ear, and made him know the 
speaker to be no other than Dame Ne- 
ville. 

" Why are you here ?" he asked, " has 
any one again troubled you ?'* 

" Not since the morning, when I was 
accused of murder. But I am in hourly 
fear. Pray you, come further from the 
house of Master Thorpe, for should he 
perceive me near his dwelling, he will 
feel assured that my purpose is evil, and 
deem all he ever imagined to be amply 
confirmed." 

" In this," said Albert, " I know your 
fears are but too well-founded. I would 
fain hope they are not tso with respect to 
any thing else that alarms you." 
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"Alas !*• replied the Dame, •* my 
cause for alarm is not like poor Mr. 
Thorpe's fear of me, without foundation ; 
but, pray you^ come further." 

Albert complied with Dame Neville's 
request, and walked to a less frequented 
part. 

" I entreat your forgiveness," she 
cried ; ** but in the world I have no friend 
who will listen to me but Albert. To 
you I wish to tell the peril of my situ- 
ation." 

« Nay, Dame," said Albert, " I fear 
your troubles have disturbed your reason. 
Came not I, but recently, to tell you of 
your danger, and to advise you to leave 
this neighbourhood ?" 

" My memory fails me not, and the 
instances of benevolence which I have 
met with, are too few to make it likely 
that I shall soon forget your humanity. 
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or confound the efforts of your pity with 
those of any other fellow-creature/* 

" Then what is it you would say ?" 

"You have told me, that the great 
witch-finder is about to come hither ; and 
though warned by you, I have refused to 
fly, in the hope that on his coming the 
truth will be made manifest, and suspi- 
,cion and alarm, with respect to me, 
for ever set at rest." 

<* Have you since judged it prudent 
to alter your determination ?'* 

" No ; but I am exposed to a new dan- 
ger. Not many days since I met a man 
whose face I could not view without 
shuddering/' 

« And why ?*' 

<< O ! I have seen that horrid villain in 
•my younger days. Then^ though iii 
the prime of manhood^ his hard fea- 
tures were stamped with an expressions 
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which advancing age has not softened, 
an expression of ferocity so strong, that 
it seemed — it seemed suited to his 
habits/' 

" Of whom do you speak ?'* 

'** I wish not to name him. Though jus- 
tice would demand his blood, I hesitate 
to be the immediate instrument of shed- 
ding it. This man has triumphed in crime, 
but the sun of his prosperity declines. 
He knows that I, poor, helpless, feeble 
as I am, may yet be formidable to him.'' 

<< Indeed! then what have you to 
dread ?'• 

" All that lawless malice can suggest 
to a cruel mind. Not many days since 
we met ; an involuntary start betrayed 
my knowledge of him : his fierce eye 
glanced at mine, and as I retreated to 
the humble roof beneath which I have 
sought to shelter myself from the world's 
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curiosity, its anger, and its pity, I saw 
that he followed.'* 

" You should not have gone straight 
to your home.** 

" Nor did I. When I observed him 
watching my footsteps, I took another 
direction. But I have reason to believe 
that if baffled then, he has since been 
more successful.** 

« Methinks, Dame, what you now tell, 
suggests a powerful reason, in addition 
to what I formerly urged, for quitting 
this place.** 

" You already know why I decline to 
go. Had I thought of it before, the 
occurrences of this day would have com- 
pelled me to relinquish the idea.** 

<*Whyso?** 

" Accused, as I have been by the ge- 
neral voice, of murder, were I to leavie 
Hertfordshire the moment after my 11- 
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beration from those who sought for 
proofs of guilt, would il not be univer- 
sally felt that to such a course I had 
been urged by the consciousness of 
crime ? No, no, I cannot do it. My 
life may be sacrificed by my remaining, 
but at least I will not deserve that the 
obloquy of murder or witchcraft shall ' 
attach to my memory from fear to meet 
those who may seek to put me on 
trial." 

" I wish the result of the ordeal to 
which you will be subjected, may prove 
all you can hope, but I fear it. Pre- 
judice is strong, and I am fearful 
that improper means may be used to 
give a colour to that charge, unjust as I 
am satisfied it is, which the neighbours 
by common consent have brought against 
you.** 

" To that peril I trust I shall, not be 
exposed ; • at least, I may calculate on 
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one generous defender — he who so 
nobly befriended me this day/* 

"Nay, Dame/' said Albert, **you 
must not indulge that thought. This 
night I depart from Redbum and know 
not how long I shall be absent/' 

** Indeed ! *' exclaimed Dame Neville, 
with some emotion, " and are you— are 
you going ? Whither do you repair ?** 

" That is a secret." 

" Dare you not mention it?'* 

" I cannot; for at this moment it is 
unknown to myself/* 

Then why should I longer remain?** 
she enquired, speaking to herself rather 
than to Albert ; *' why should I stay ?** 
Butthe considerations which had operated 
on her mind before see^ied on a suddea 
to recur to her, and she added, with 
firmness, " No matter, come what may, 
to think of flight is useless.*' 
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" Methinks not, if you have any thing 
to fear from violence." 

" That I have raiich to fear, God 
knows. It is no groundless tremor that 
comes over me. Though the vale of 
age is before me, and I have not those tiei^ 
which bind the many to existence; and 
am most wilting to yield my breath when 
heaven may require it, I confess myself 
terrified by the thought of dying, as the 
unhappy female whom you saw wit^i me 
last night did — I weep to think of it, — 
through me." 

** Through you ! good heavens. Dame,, 
do you really mean what you say ?" 

"I do: — through me she died, but 
not by my contrivance." 

" You merely mean to say, that btit 
for her visit to you, she would not have 
encountered the monster who destroyed 
her. That may be true^ but the same 
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catastrophe would have occurred had she 
called on any one else at that houn'^ 

**Not so, Albert; you have not fa- 
thomed tny meaning. I have reasons for 
believing that had she sought any cot 
but minei she would have* escaped in- 
jury." 

"Indeed!" 

" It is true. I, destined to be unhappy, 
was directly the cause of her death," 

<* What mean you ?" 

" That fatal gift which you saw her 
receive from me — that destroyed her !" 

" Can it be possible !" exclaimed Al- 
bert, breathless with amazement. He 
recollected the idea which Thorpe had 
thrown out respecting the awful con- 
sequences of wearing a witch's clothes, 
that, wild as he had deemed it, seemed 
now to receive confirmation from the 
lips of Dame Neville, 
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c ^* It wtts the present of a part of my 
attire," she continued, *^ that produced 
the sad event. He of whom I have 
spdken, I suspect, tliough proof I have 
none to offer, will have at the last day. 
to. answer for this murder, and the 
blow by which the ilUfated ilistic pe- 
rished, was aimed at this lonely, broken 
heart." 

Her speech faltered, and she bad 
nearly sunk to the earth. Albert sup« 
ported hen Just then some one ap; 
proached, and he found himself addressed 
by Robert. 

" I'll tell you what. Master Primlook, 
if you, are going to play any of your 
tricksj you -had better go farther off,, 
for my n^aster is just coming this way 
to look for you at Thorpe's.*' 

Dame Nevilk revived, but Albert per- 
ceived that she trembled violently. He 
regretted having been seen by Robert, 
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and anxious to remove the idea that he 
was idling, he replied, 

** I shall be home immediately ; but 
here is a female who required assist* 
atice." 

** No doubt. Females are rather liable 
to want assistance from gallants of your 
figure and complexion, which I see yoU 
are ready enough to give/' 

" Spare your coarse jeers. This is not 
the occasion which ought to call them 
forth.'' 

*^ Nay, young gentleman, I only wished 
to give you a hint. If my master find 
you with yourarmabout a woman's waist, 
and in the dark too, he will perhaps be 
able to guess as well as I can, the senti- 
mental kind of assistance your benevo- 
lence is likely to prompt." 

"Prithee, no more, Robert. Do your 
errand." 

•* My errand was to tell you to stop a 
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few moments for my master, if you Were 
not already off. Shall I tell him that you 
are engage.d?** 

** Tell him, Robert, that you have seen 
me, and that I will come to him in a few 
minutes/' 

** So soon as that! — Very well." 

Robert then withdrew. 

" I know,** said Dame Neville, **you 
can ill spare the time which I have be* 
sought you to ilevote to me. But I will 
not detain you longer than to explain 
my coming hither. I am convinced that 
the wretch who put that poor woman 
to death intended to strike me.** 

" On what is this belief founded ?'* 

** On the mournful knowledge which I 
have of his former life— on the look 
which he lately gave me — on his at- 
tempts to watch me to my residence. 
From these and other circumstances, I 
am satisfied, that, deceived by the dress 
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which the object of my fatal charity wore, 
be thought the moment had arrived for 
rendering me mute for ever." 

Albert had forgotten that the woman 
had clothed herself in those articles of 
apparel which had been given to her. 
He now remarked :— 

" There is, indeed, some probability 
in this statement. Dressed as she was, 
the villain might mistake her for you ; 
but if you know him, both for your 
own sake, and for the sake of jus- 
tice, you ought to make public what 
you have just told me." 

•* To what purpose shall I do so ? 
Though I have the ^strongest moral 
conviction on my own mind, that the 
party of whom I have spoken committed 
this deed of blood, I have no proof to 
offer that can, or that ought to weigh 
with others. Nor do I know where he 
is to.)>e found. It may he that he has 
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fled,. But wb^Q h^ learns that he has 
failed in his attempt on my life, I doubt 
not he will return.*' 

" Then why— why not seek some new 
abode ?" 

"That may be matter of consider- 
ation when I have faced those who are 
about to become my accusers. But I 
have Qome hither now to request you to 
take charge of this packet j it contains 
what, should I fall by violence^ may one 
day make the villain tremble. Even from 
the grave it may be mine to bring on his 
head the justice of his country.*' 

"Then why not do it now ?" 

" Now it cannot be done ; you will 
one day know why. The . cause of my 
present intrusion is this : -?— In conse- 
quence of the accusation brought against 
me to-day, my poor home has been 
nearly ransadced. The place in which 
these papers were deposited escaped the 
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search, but I have to fear a still more 
rigid examination, when the enquiry you 
have announced shall begin. This may 
then be lost or destroyed. I would 
therefore give it to your care j your re- 
ceiving it may prove the means of saying 
my life. Should he who seeks to destroy 
me, know that this is in safe hands, and 
likely to be opened when I am no more, 
he will pause before he adds my murder 
to the crimes which already weigh down 
his soul, and will become not less anxious 
for my preservation, than I believe him 
to be for my death*" 

"That I cannot understand. If he 
fears you to that degree that he would 
seek your life lest you should put his 
in jeopardy, what more can he dread from 
the papers you may leave ?** 

" Ignorant of the existence of what 

. I now give to your custody, he thinks my 

death would give him perfect security. 
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When he shall learn that this cannot 
be accomplished b/ the means he 
would use, he will defer the execution 
of his purpose till he has attempted by 
persuasion or intimidation to induce me 
to give these t6 him. Ui^less that can be 
effected^ he will judge that his own life 
depends on mine, as he will calculate 
that though I can, it may be doubtful 
whether I ever will come forward against 
him." 

" What you have given to my keeping 
shall be preserved with religious care,*' 
said Albert, receiving the Dame's packet. 

" And now,*' said Dame Neville, " I 
will not ask you to tarry. Should an- 
other deed of blood occur ; should I be 
found as my visitor of last night was, 
this day, then hold yourself at liberty 
to examine what I have entreated you to 
hold for me. In the absence of that 
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event, preserve the seal unbroken till I 
shall trouble you with a new request/' 

Albert promised every thing that was 
required, and fearing Challoner might 
wonder at his stay, he turned somewhat 
abruptly from the reputed witch," 

<* Yet one moment** she cried, seizing 
his hand, and pressed it to her lips. 
Albert was affected by her tone and 
manner, while he felt her tears bathe 
the hand which she clasped. " You,*^ 
she added, ** when all around were dis- 
posed to persecute, have been kind. 
May the Mighty Searcher of all hearts, 
wllo knows how false are the accusations 
preferred agdnst me, bless, sustain, and 
watch over you in all your doings. 
Forget me not, should you see me no 
more j but if you return while I am yet 
alive, fail not to speak one word of com- 
fort to the weak, defenceless, calumniated 
Dame Neville.*' 
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She sadly retired ; Albert would fain 
have followed, but in that moment he 
heard Robert accost him once more, to 
tell that his master, impatient to speak 
with him, was about to seek Thorpe's 
house. There was no time for delay, 
and he hastened to Challoner. 

Challoner did not long detain him. 
Havmg added what he thought neces* 
pary to the instructions and admonitions 
which be had previously given Albert, 
bade him adieu. He took leave of the 
Thorpes, and having carefully deposited 
the packet given to his custody in a 
cabinet which belonged to him, he com- 
menced his journey. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Thou lingexiDg star with less'ning raj. 
That loTett to greet the early mom; 
Again thou ushei^st in the day. 

Burns. 

Albert was so well acquainted witli 
the road which he had to travel, that he 
deemed it no inconvenience to journey 
at night, but he had not gone far when 
he found that he had difficulties to en* 
counter, on which he had not calculated. 
A thick mist obscured the way, which 
baffled his sight more than common dark- 
ness would have done. In the course of 
the first ten miles, he more than once 
found himself at particular points, which 
he believed that he had passed before. 
At length the fog became so dense, that 
he could distinguish no object on either 
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side of the road, and though he conti- 
nued to advance, he doubted whether he 
was in the track which it had been his 
purpose to pursue. 

He^heard the trampling of a hor^e be- 
hind, which, halting and delaying as he 
had done, seemed to prove that the 
rider was embarrassed like himself. 
Though he could hope for little benefi- 
cial information from one thus circum- 
stanced, he felt a disposition to accost 

his fellow-traveller. 

* 
With this feeling he halted. The other 

did the same. Albert then turned his 

horse to approach the traveller. 

He had moved but a few yards when 

he perceived his neighbour again in mo* 

tion, and heard himself rather roughly 

challenged : — 

^ « Halloo ! Keep off! Who goes there?'* 

*« A friend,'* said Albert. 

«^ But what sort of a friend ?" de- 
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manded the other. <* On this road one 
sometimes meets with friends who ate 
rather mwe free than welcome, who scru- 
ple not to borrow a purse on the first 
interview." 

*« You do well to be on your guard ; 
but I am not of the vocation you suspect. 
I would only ask if you can tdl me at 
what part of the road we now meet.** 

" Truly that were no easy task at pre* 
sent. This foggy veil is most deceiving. 

Darkness conceals, but tlus mi^epresents 

* 

objects.** 

" I find it so,** Albert replied, <** and 
have frequesntly believed myself on a vast 
plain, when, inclining to the right or the 
left, I have found the road closely 
bounded by tall trees or houses* But 
now, for some time, I have looked in 
vain for any object I could recognise.^ 

" Whither do you want to go?^ 

20 
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** I purpose sleeping in the neighbour- 
hood of Southgate to-night.'* 

" Do you so ? Nay then I may serve 
you. My house lies over Enfield chase. 
I pass near Southgate, and do not think 
that even the fog will preclude me from 
finding my way thither ; therefore, if so 
disposed, you can follow me.'' 

Albert thanked the traveller for his 
civility, and, glad to avail himself of the 
services of one less bewildered than him- 
self, he followed as invited. 

At first they went forward in silence, 
but by degrees they got into conversa- 
tion. It was rather inquisitively de- 
manded of Albert, whom he wished to 
see at Southgate, from what place he 
came, and why he preferred travelling at 
that hour ? 

To such interrogatories Albert gave 
cautious and evasive answers. He named 

H 6 
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St. Albans, which he certainly had but 
lately left, as the place from which he 
came; at Southgate, he said, he expected 
to find an inn j sibd as for the hour, 
he had not been accustomed to think 
much of that when business called for 
exertion. 

They went on conversing, but Albert 
was careful not to let aught escape 
indicative of a desire to see any indi- 
vidual residing at Southgate. He consi- 
dered, that as in a village so small, the 
name of every inhabitant must be known 
to one moderately acquainted with the 
place, it might give rise to suspicion if 
he suffered it to transpire that he wished 

» 

to seek the dwelling of any private indi- 
vidual at so late a period of the night, 
and on such a night as that. 

The road seemed very long to Albert, 
and he was still invited to follow his 
brother traveller, long after he would 
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have concluded from the distance he had 
rode that he must have reached the place 
of his destination. He began to suspect 
that he should profit little from the assist- 
ance of his guide, and his apprehensions 
were confirmed when the latter declared 
it was utterly out of his power to tell 
where they were. 

Albert was not a little afflicted at 
hearing this acknowledgment. He how- 
ever breathed no reproach. He sincerely 
admitted the difficulty of distinguishing 
the road intended to be taken } and only 
regretted that when first bewildered he 
had not retraced his steps till he reached 
some object which might have given him 
the information he wanted. 

But the question was, what ought he 

to do in his then situation. He little 

liked the idea of remaining where he was 

till day should return; and if he ventured 

^ to move at all he might journey from the 
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poibt which he wished to approach^ Hid 
feilow-wanderer prpfessed utter inability 
to speak with certainty as to the road 
which would conduct them to Southgate» 
hut he inclined to the opinion that they 
were in the right track. 

Hoping that this conjecture was not 
erroneous Albert kept on. The other 
went slower than he had done, but 
evinced no disposition to change his 
course. He had now become remarkably 
taciturn, and spoke not but when com- 
pelled by a question from Albert. 

They had been several hours in com« 
pany, and Albert, with infinite vexation, 
found himself as completely at a loss as if 
he had been plunged into the deepest 
mazes of a forest in an unknown land. 
He began to reflect that if he were to 
reach Southgate at that period of the 
night, he might not easily find the party 
by whom he had been expected at an 
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earlier hour. He judged it was late^ and 
demanded of his companion, 

«* Know, you the time, friend ?'^ 

" Not precisely, I only know that it 
is loiig after midnight, and I thought the 
bell struck one a short time ago.'* 

** Can you yet resolve me, if we have 
fallen into the true path ?'* 

** I have many times thought so, but 
have presently been again in doubt. Ha ! 
Is it so? I almost distrust my sight j 
Yes, we are right at last — we are now 
over the chase, and within a few paces 
of my dwelling.*' 

" How say you ? Are we over En- 
4eld chase ? Nay, then, we must have 
travelled through, or hard by, the place 
to which I would go.'* 

"It is most true. We have certainly 
passed by East Bamet/' 

" This is very unfortunate. But being 
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here, you can now point out the way 
which I mu«t take/' 

«< That will I do most readily, but 
your beast and you are weary. This air 
and damp are little wholesome ; where- 
fore as a wayfaring man you can do no 
better than alight to rest and refresh 
yourself, and stable your horse till the 
morning.** 

'* Nay, Sir, with thanks for the kind 
offer, I must decline profiting by your 
hospitality. I would not that it shall be 
said I wilfully delayed.** 

** But you shall find at Southgate no 
resting place meet for one of your con- 
dition, (for your speech betokens you to be 
none of the meaner sort), open to receive 
you at this hour.** 

** For that I must take my chance, 
and hoping for good fortune, brave the 
worst.** 
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** But have you fnends in Southgate# 
to whom you can repair ?" 

Albert paused for a moment before he 
replied. The same question in another 
shape had previously been put to him* 
He liked not the inquisitive manner of 
the ^eaker, and cautiously answered — 

" I have no friends there." 

The emphasis which be unconsciously 
laid on the word << friends," attracted the 
notice of his companion, who quickly 
turned on him with a new question -— 

" Have you relations there ?" 

«* None," was Albert's response. 

" Nay then," the other cried in a 
blunt friendly way, <' you must not go 
thither at this hour. I pray you. alight, 
and in my house you shall find the sup- 
per already spread, and enough for both, 
I will warrant." ' 

<< Take again my thanks, but I would 
rather at once pass on. Therefore at this 



ttm^ I will but obtain firom your kind- 
ness the best direction you can furnish^ 
and bid adieu." 

" Verily, to give a direction which 
shall suffice to carry you through the 
chaos of this night, is past my capacity. 
If you must needs be gone, I, having led 
you thus far from your road, will be your 
companion*" 

<^ That I can in no wise permit. Never 
think that I will be the cause of taking 
you from your home, and from those com* 
forts to which I have been so kindly 
bidden." 

^< Stand not for fashions. I am no 
man for ceremony, but it s&all not be 
that you, brought hither by my error, 
jsihall now forth alone. For me it may be 
possible to find the way, but you would 
not fail to wander all night to no pur- 
pose." 
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♦* I think with your instrdotion i 
shall not fail so egregiously/' 

<^ Yail are deceived. Since it must be 
SO9 £ will at once have with you* My 
horse is weary, and knows that he is at 
home^ but he shall back so far/' 

He spoke in amaianer which distinctly 
anxiounced that he would take no denial. 
Welcome as company might have been, 
had Albert travelled but on ordinary 
business, to conduct to the very house, he 
sought an individual perfectly unknown 
to him, and whose curiosity had already 
somewhat startled him, was that which 
he resolved not to risk, escape it as he 
might. 

' ^ Is it to atiy inhabitant near the Weld 
Chapelf that you would hie?*' his guide 
eniquired, beginning to put his horse into 
a trot. 

This question somewhat staggered 
Albett, for in the lane leading to the 
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Weld Chapel, had he reached Southgate, 
he was to have sought Bentley. It al- 
most appeared as if the person in whose 
company ^he found himself, had some 
intelligence respecting his errand. 

Albert parried the enquiry, by saying 
he desired not to call on £fny person who 
resided near the Chapel, but he wished 
to make enquiry afler one who lived on 
the green. 

<• Then use the spur, and let us for- 
ward/' 

" Nay, tarry," said Albert, " I have 
heard grave men declare their second 
thoughts to be better than those which 
preceded. I know not whether my pre- 
sent ideas are superior to their ancestors, 
biit I much incline to avail myself of the 
kindness lately proffered. My horse has 
travelled enough, 1 am not unwilling to 
rest, and I will therefore spare you the 
toil of conducting me to Southgate, by 
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partaking of the good cheer your hospi# 
taUty would set before me." 

" Well considered, young man. • In a 
few hourd this obscurity will have fled, 
and you may travel with comfort. I told 
you, I was no man to stand for fashions^ 
and had you not decided to accept my 
invitation, it would not have been re- 
peated. But come, since it is so, we are 
at home." 

While speaking, he approached a wall 
in which, between two solid brick co- 
lumns surmounted by globes, Albert saw 
a gate. His conductor sounded a bell, 
and the door was opened by a man ser- 
vant, who took the.horses towards a stable 
to the right of the house, which Albert 
could but just discern through the 
gloom which prevailed. They crossed a 
moderately spacious fore-court, and as- 
cending two or three steps, passed into a 
hall, where a small lamp was burning. 
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On the left of this, a door opened into a 
room on the ground floor, in which was 
a table^ on which candles evidently but 
just lighted were placed, and (m which a 
substantial supper was spread. 

" Now sit you down, and eat freely," 
was the hearty but unceremonious ad* 
dress of the host "It, however, might he 
no bad thing, that we should each take 
one glass of generous wine first. But 
I do not see that any is here. To this I 
must look myself/* 

" Here is a flask," Albert remarked, 
<* which seems to behalf fuU." 

<* That wine is fit but for an invalid, 
and would ill agree with your: palate or 
constitution. I shall fit you better 
anon." 

He left the room, and Albert endea- 
voured to recollect where he had seen 
the face of his entertainer before. It 
was not wholly new to him, but he could 
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not determine where he had met the jgi- 
dividual in whose home be so unex- 
pectedly found himself. 

The wine was brought in ; and with a 
smile oh his countenance the master of 
the house invited his guest to diink. Al- 
bert complied, and nothing reluctant, 
obeyed the directions which were most 
cordially given to help himself to what 
the table afforded. He was repeatedly 
pressed to honour the wine, and he com- 
plied with the invitation more than 
once, but excused himself from answer- 
ing the call so often as it was made, on 
the ground of its being necessary for 
him to proceed on his journey at a very 
early hour. 

" But you will sleep here," said his 
host; ** you will not depart till after shar- 
ing in the first meal of the morning/* 

"I could wish to be stirring even be- 
fore day-break." 
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: *• Nay, your zeal seems to me to merit 
the reproach of being somewhat extra- 
vagant. • Did the fate of nations depend 
upon your ixiovementSi you could not be 
more impatient of needful delay/* 

" Could the fate of nations be affected 
hy my goings or comings^ to me^ as an 
individual, punctuality would not' be of 
more importance than it is now, seeing 
my all of character, and consequently my 
all on earth, depends upon the impres- 
sion which may be made by my diligence, 
while yet I am young." 

". But at least you will repose for a 
while. A bed is prepared for you.** 
^ " Your kindness is great. I will rest 
for an hour or two, and then depart 
without disturbing you, if this may be 
permitted. At a future opportunity, I 
wilt return to make my acknowledg- 
ments for the solace ypu have offered.^ ^ 
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After again oflfering his services to 
conduct hiaa to Soutl^ate, which were 
courteously declined, the proprietor of 
the mansion insisted on their taking a 
parting draught, and having, at there- 
quest of Albert, instructed him in the 
way which he had to journey, they se- 
parated. Albert was shown to a bed- 
chamber. The apartment was large, and 
the furniture old-fashioned, but every 
thing that was necessary for his comfort 
had been provided. He examined the 
closets, of which there were two in the 
room to ascertain that they concealed 
no one. Blushing for the suspicion which 
he had momentarily indulged, and which 
nothing that he had seen could justify, 
he was in no humour to continue his 
researches, or to indulge in idle specula- 
tion on the character or situation of his 
late guide. He wished to master the con- 
tents of the papers of which he was the 

VOL. II. I 
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i 

beai^er, and opened them for the purpose 
of reading) but bis wearied eyds refused 
to perform the teldk* He again put them 
up ; andi throwing himself on the bed> in 
a few moments anxiety was lost in 
deep^ 
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On the ftUBpenuon of phiys at the coromencemenlt 6i tke 
civil wars, and daring the whole of the usuipalipiv .tha 
Red BtM appears to have been the only licensed theatre. 
The drama was strkUy [prohibited, but a mixed species of 
amusement, oonsisttng of fei^s of activity and select scenes 
from plays, under the name of Drolls, was allowed to be 
here shown to the public Tuondkni lUustrata-. 

He. laughs at what he Ukes, and then will rise 

And take tdMCCo. Guls Homebooh 

\ am one of your gentle auditors, that am come in i I 
have my three sorts of tobacco in my pocket ; my light by 

9ie. B. J0N6ON. 

Jai|£$ had flattet^d himself that it would 
have beea in his power to carry more 
encouraging tidings to Lesley, than had 
resulted from bis interview with the 
widow Lee« Though he did not think 
the case ho^less» he could not homt of 

I 2 
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having accomplished any thing. He 
was vexed to find that Lilly could not 
accompany him to Hertfordshire, till the 
next day. But his old friends, the play* 
ers, were in motion, and intended to ex* 
hibit that afternoon, and to witness their 
doings would in no small degree console 
him for the delay. 

He accordingly directed his steps to 
Bed Bull Yardf which was the name 
given to a small turning out of St. John's 
Street, now distinguished as Woodbridge 
Street. It was here that the votaries of 
pleasure resorted at that period in great 
numbers, to enjoy so much of the drama 
as was permitted to amuse the populace. 
The long-continued scarcity of theatrical 
amusements had given the multitude a 
lively relish for every thing connoted 
With the stage, which was heightened by 
the jfiery zeal still on the alert to detect 
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and put down all scenic representations; 
Sir WiUkm Davenant attempted to steal 
a march on the Puritans, and had ventured 
to give a sort of ptcturial exhibition, 
** interspersed with.recitation^'Vin Al- 
dersgate Street. These recitations, how- 
ever, were too dramatic to escape the 
notice of the higher powers, and "a 
course was presently instituted" to 
check such fearful impiety. 

At the Red Bull a different expedient 
was hit upon to avoid giving offence to 
the government. Rope-^dancing and 
•6uch other amusements were announced 
as it bad been customary to tolerate, and 
these it was well understood would give 
way, before the spectators were dismissed, 
for a specimen of the dearly-loved and 
prc^ibited, and the more loved because 
prohibited, drama. 

James was here at home. He was often 

I 3 
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numbered among the most efficient meni' 
bers of the corps^ but on this occasion, a& 
the only character which he would have 
been content to act, that of Simpleton 
ibe Smithy in the droll of that name, 
was given to Bob Cox, who was then 
as much distinguished for comic humouri 
and in as high favour, as Knell and Tarle^ 
ton bad formerly been, the young ama^ 
teur attended but as a spectator^ 

Known to every one, he made his way 
to the tiring room to witness the progress 
of the preparations \ he promenaded the 
stage with the director-general, and asii 
sisted in fixing the apparatus which held 
up the rope on which two performers 
of eminence were to display their ac- 
complishments. Then he chatted with 
those favoured frequenters of the Red 
Bull who occupied the rooms, or boxes, 
fitted up for the reception of the chief 
patrons of the players, at the back of the 
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^tag^) irooting t}>je gret^t body of th^ 
audience. It yfaj^ ppt the custom for 
places t<^ be takf^n befbreli^.Rd in this, the 
best, or at leaist tb^ mpst expensive, part 
of the house. Those who de^ir^d to. oc- 
cupy it were obliged to go yr^ mu9t not 
sjiy sQtne tiiqe b^fpre tbi^ certain rose, as 
the phrase i^ at present* but b^fp^^ t^i^ cur- 
tains opened) for it was by drawing them 
right and le^ |:h^t the ^t^ge wa^ exposed 
to the tm4er'StanderSi those whp Oj::<:upied 
that part of the house which might have 
been for^ied into a pit, but which was 
(tlieu left unfurpisbed with s^ats^ like the 
circle of a modern ampbitbeatre^ and tb)B 
gallery. It was in the standing placp 
that the ceconomist formerly took his 
station, to see, " A play for two-pence 
and a jig to boot.'' But, flpm the risk and 
difficulty attendant on these undertakings, 
sixpence ^as at thi^ pcripd tbie price. A 
6hillii)g was required for adn^ission to the 

I 4 
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gallery j but those who went to the rooms 
gave no less than two shillings. 

" I wish these varlets would bear a 
hand/* cried one, half addressing himself 
to James, and to his brethren, who were 
preparing for the performance. 

•* Why, what's the matter. Master 
Cocky ?*' Jatnes demanded, (it was to Cox 
that he spoke,) *^ you look rather mifty. 
^ And what may be that patch on your 
nose which is now brought in aid of the 
natural comeliness rfyour person ?'' 

** That is to cow&r a scratch which I 
got from a tHe^ one of the understandera 
was so courteous as to s^nd at our curtains 
the day before yesterday, because we 
were slow in removing them ; and I am 
in expectation of a similar compliment 
presently, if these fellows creep about 



so/' 



" I suspect Bobby, though the folks 
here may be as liberal of " tile and pear^ 
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as ever they were at The Fortune, that 
your impatience for the droll is not so 
much on account of your nose, as from 
the regard you have for your mouth." 

" I have no fancy that either should 
be touched.** 

** O but you have though. You want 
your mouth to be touched with the 
bread and butter which comes out of the 
^tock for Young Simpleton. Truly, seeing 
how the trade of a player is now reduced, 
I* marvel not that * a bird of the tiring 
room,' should be a little eager to secure 
his bread and butter wherever it may 
offer.** 

'* Marry, I know not how soon it may 
come to that, for I cannot see as some 
say they can, that the cause of the stage 
must yet prevail. True it is, that large 
prices are paid, but thus the very enor- 
mity of those charges prevents people 
from coming as they otherwise might, 

I 5 
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while the practice af playing by candle-^ 
ligltt, besides making it impossible for 
good acting to be well seen and duly 
understood, leads aged people to set their 
faces against acting, by reason that being 
kept from home till late of the night in- 
commodes them, and leads young people, 
so they say, into unmeet contracts/' 

*« And yet I would wager a rose rial, 
that as much mischief was done when 
plays began at one o^cloek, as now.'* 

" That may be; but still this furnishes 
an argument wimrh is used against us. 
For now, seeing that we but rarely begin 
so early as five, the stoppage which is 
caused while the lights are being set 
up makes it often after eight before we 
can conclude* This, many who liked 
to encourage plays in the time ol' the king 
consider very abominable/* 

Here, an egg, which was then con- 
sidered a perfectly allowable and le- 
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gitimate play-house missile, was thrawn 
with such force afid precision through 
the parting of the curtains, that it passed 
over James and, went fairly into the room, 
or box, at the back qf the stage, where it 
encountered the pipe of a young fashion- 
able, who was sqfK>king, and distributed 
its yolk over the mask of the elegantly 
dressed lady sitting next to him. The 
gallant was so disordered by the shock 
which his teeth received from the rude 
contact into which they had been brought 
with his pipe, that he was too much 
occupied with je-adjusting himself to 
attend to his fair companion. James 
offered to take the mask from the lady, 
and procure her a new one. This, how- 
ever, was declined. The oflfer was pressed, 
but the refusal was persevered in. James 
then proposed to take the mask which 
had been soiled and get it dried. But 
this also was refused ; ^nd, beyond ap-> 

I 6 
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plying his handkerchief to it, he could 
render no acceptable service. 

" I thought there would be some mis- 
chief done," cried Cox ; •* this is always 
the way of beginning so late." 

" Let me tell you, neighbour Cocky,*' 
said James, as he peeped between the 
curtains, " you have got no bad atten- 
dance here. It proves that there is some 
merit at the Red Bull. I don't mean to 
say who owns the greater share of it, 
yourself or the other favourite come- 
dian.'' 

" Do you mean Green ?" 

** No ; — the monkey." 
' " Why, to say truth, I believe he i» 
not without his followers } I do not mean 
to say you are one of them, but you know 
* Birds of a feather — * " 

" « Will flock together' — To be sure, 
I know that, and, of course, am not sur-^ 
prised at finding Bob Cox and the Sowtb- 
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wark monkey brother actors at the Red 
Bull." 

But now the crowd in the gallery, as 
well as the occupants of other parts of the 
edifice, began to manifest great impa- 
tience for the beginning of the entertain- 
ments. The whistle of the manager gave 
notice for the stage to be strewed with 
rushes, preparatory to its being cleared. 
The dashing young blood, w^hose pipe 
had been assailed in the manner already 
described, caring not to expose himself 
to another such visitation retired. James 
determined on taking his seat. But as a 
preliminary to this, in order to satisfy the 
female he was about to approach that it 
was a person of genteel habits who as- 
pired to become her neighbour, he called 
to the boy who attended for that purpose, 
to bring him some tobacco : the demand 
was made in a well known (]^uotation. 
** * A pipe, there, sirrah ; no sophisti- 



132 THE W1TCH.FIN0EK. 

cate; viilaine, the best, wbate'er you prize 
it at.' '* He added, still quoting from the 
same author^ <* * Tell yonder lady, with 
the yellow fan, I shall be proud to sit by 
her anon.' " Lighting his pipe by a 
match, which was always ready in tliat 
elegant part of the house, he took his 
place by the masked lady, and began to 
consider what topic he could start for the 
purpose of drawing her into conversation. 
He had not come to a decision xm this 
point, when the musicians entered their 
balcony, which was over the right side of 
the stage, and the -first sounding was 
given by the trumpets j to announce that 
the exhibition was about to open. A 
second was given, and violins re^. 
corders, lutes, and hautboys, combined 
to furnish the third. The multitude 
cheered the well-known signal with bois- 
terous glee. Silence immediately fol- 
lowed, and the curtains were quickly 
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withdrawn, so as to display the whole 
stage. 

' Then came forward, amidst the tumuU 
tuous shouts of the spectators, a rope* 
dancer, called the Ftmambk Turk. H6 
was dressed in Oriental costume, and was 
certainly very eminent in his way. He 
walked barefooted up a sloping rope to 
the high horizontal one on which the 
principal exertion was to take place. 
Having gained it, he passed nimbly along, 
and delighted the spectators with his 
extreme agility while dancing, first witl^ 
and then without, a balancing-pole. To 
this part of the exhibition succeeded a 
series of experiments, such as the venture 
ous professors of our day have not 
thought of attempting for the amusement 
of their admirers, A bandage was tied 
over his eyes,' and be continued his evolu- 
tions blindfold. A boy of about ten 
years of age was next brought on, with a 
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Strong belt of leather round his waist. 
The performer sat down on the rope> 
extending one leg downward as far as he 
could. A line> which was attached to the 
bandage round the boy, was then tied to 
the foot of the leg. so extended, and this 
being done, the Turk gradually raised 
himself^ and lifted the boy from the 
ground. The plaudits of the astonished 
crowd were renewed, and the effect was 
not a little heightened when they beheld 
this singularly-gifted personage, still 
blindfolded, dancing on the rope with as 
much agility and grace, thus encumbered, 
as he could have exhibited on the floor 
of the stage. The urchin beneath 
seemed to enjoy the peculiarity of his 
situation, and very mirthfully dangled as 
the .dancer kept on, evidently taking to 
himself no small share of the acclamations 
which were bestowed on his principal; 
He was released, and the eyes of the 
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Turk were again visible. After a few. 
more feats on the rope, he clambered up 
what was called a masty at least ten feel 
above the rope, which was itself no 
inconsiderable height from the ground^ 
and on the extreme point of the mast be 
placed his head, and remained for some 
seconds with his feet extended upwards^ 
He quitted this dangerous elevation, 
passed along the high rope, and .finished 
by sliding down the slope on his breast, his 
head foremost, and his arms outspread. 

The interlude, or " droll," as it was 
' called, of " Simpleton the Smith/' suc- 
ceeded, and in this Bob Cox, the Liston 
of his day, delighted the gaping multitude 
with all the eccentricity of affected sim- 
plicity and ludicrous contortion. His 
natural mode of eating bread and butter 
was deemed a chef-tT (Buvrcy and in proof 
of his excellence in this, it was recounted 
as a very remarkable fact, that Jack 
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Adaips, of Clerkenwell, from Cox seem- 
iqg to mpy it, bad been unable to 
refrain from demanding a ^hare^ and lii^d 
actually bawled out *« Buz, buz, give 
me^me.'' On this occasion Cox, as the 
all-devouriDg Vulcan, for Simpktont the 
junior Smith, had a great talent for 
eating, was honoured with his customary 
greeting. His complaints, on being rated 
by bis father for taking *' a bit of an 
afternoon luncheon/^ diverted; but 
when the senior, speaking of his growing 
old, received the dutiful reply from his 
ofiapring, "More is the pity that you 
were not hanged in your youth,*' the 
applause was excessive. In this the lady^ 
whose mask had suffered, joined so 
heartily, that James, though previously 
unable to break through her reserve, 
began to conceive hopes of becoming 
better acquainted with her. He ventured 
to take an opportunity of untying lier 
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mask behind. That, however, did not 
enable him to accomplish his object^ 
though the lady was too much occupied 
with the droll to notice what he had done. 
Resolved to be private, she had taken 
the precaution of using both thefastenings 
which were then in use with the wearers 
of masks, either of which was in most 
cases deemed quite sufficient. Besides 
the strings which tied behind, her mask 
was provided on the inside with a isinall 
bead, which, received into the mouth, 
held the covering of the face so close, 
that though the other means of holding 
it on had failed, her countenance was as 
perfectly concealed as ever. The young 
Smith now proceeded to serenade Do//, a 
saucy wench whom the father wished 
him to marry. His song, which was 
quite as remarkable for its humour as its 
modesty, convulsed the masked lady. 
Jt supposed a conversation between a 
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mother and her daughter, in which the 
latter, applying for a husband^ described 
her hopes and expectations, and the 
burden " fVith a toitre loitrCi loitre lurry ,** 
conveyed a meaning to the audience 
which they very mucfh enjoyed, and the 
lady by whom James had seated himself 
Was even more delighted with it than 
her neighbour^. But when the gentlef 
Dolt^ personated by a sturdy young man, 
requited the vocal effort of Simpleton by 
a jug-full of water from her chamber win- 
dow, the mirth-loving female in the mask 
was completely overcome by the resist- 
less drollery of the incident, and her 
laughter caused' an awkward accident. 
The merry expansion of her mouth wjts 
so long continued, that the bead of her 
mask slipped away beyond recovery, and 
the mask itself fell, when James, with no 
little surprise, perceived that his gay coni'. 
panion was the broken-hearted mourner 
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he had lately sought to comfort-— the 
widow Lee. 

She blushed and lelt that there was 
something in her present situation which 
was a little at variance with the tumul- 
tuous sorrows of which James had so 
recently been the witness. He, however, 
(feeling that his own conduct had not been 
exactly that of the grave astrologer), was 
very indulgent, and after a brief comment 
on the folly of indulging grief, and the 
propriety of endeavouring to chase it by 
amusement, joined with her to laugh at 
the loves of Simpleton and Doll. When 
these terminated, a strong man exhibited, 
and received the approbation of the mul- 
titude for taking up a piece of a cannon, 
said to weigh ^w hundred pounds, with 
the hair of his headt 

The players were about to act some 
scenes from the ** Midsummer Night's 
Dream,*' under the title of ** Bottom 
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the Weaver/* when a cry of " Re^ Coat^ 
Roundhead— Turk^ Turk!'' redounded 
through the building* These cries inti- 
mated that soldiers were at hand, and 
that it might be necessary to recur to 
the tight-rope exhibition* The hint 
was promptly taken, and not the Ttcrk 
but the monkey of whom James had 
spoken, and who had greatly distin- 
guished himself at St. Margaret's Fair, 
Southwark, made his appearance. The 
animal was fantastically dressed in a 
blue doublet, and wore a hat with a tall 
^e^th^r in it* This he took &Si md 
bowed to the spectators^ He danced 
on the rope, imitating many of the actions 
of the Ttttk. A basket containing ^gs. 
was handed to him^ and he turned heels 
over head with it^ without breaking 
any of them. Then he passed to the 
slaak rope, on which he exhibited in Aill 
a^ing, balaocing a lighted candle> and 
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a (iup of water on his head, ih succes- 
sion, without extinguishing the oiie, or 
spilUtig any portioh of the contents of 
the otiier. 

The alarm which had been given 
proved unfounded, and " Bottom the 
Weaver" was acted without experiencing 
any interruption^ but froiin laughter a6d 
applause. The widow, though hdt 
mirth was < moderated by the reflecti<in 
that she bad been recc^nised, wers evi*' 
dently much amused, and when the 
audience were dismissed, she offered 
James a seat in her hackney coach, and 
invited him to Lambeth. She travelled 
by coach for the purpose of being pri- 
vate. On the way she explained the ne- 
cessity she had been under of seeking for 
something to divert her thoughts from 
the mournful death of the late Mr. Lee. 
James very much approved of the pru- 
dent resolve which took her to the Red 
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BtUly and merrily supped with the 
mourner. Finally, he took his leave* 
convinced that though the widow's afflic* 
tion was as sincere, and as deeply rooted 
as that of many ladies whose husbands 
have deceased, that Lesley might now 
consider matters had been brought into 
a very, comfortable train, and put the im« 
portant question floating in his mind, 
without risk of seeing Mrs. Lee ex- 
pire from excessive sensibility at the 
sound. 
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CHAP. XL 

He mast be gone, the stars had so decreed. 
As be of them, so they of him had need; 
This messQ^ 'twas the blazing comet brou^t, 
I saw the pale-faced star, and seeing thought. 
For we could guess, but only Lilly knew, 

Eiegy on tke Death of lAUy. 

When Albert left Challoner, it had 
been agreed that he should write the 
next day to tell of his reception. The 
conveyance by which the letter was to 
gO| had bo^n pointed out, but of this 
from unlooked-for circumstances which 
have already been partly explained, he 
was unable to avail himself. Several days 
passed without bringing the expected in- 
formation. Accustomed to disappoint- 
ment and mishap, Challoner began to 
fear that some accident had occurred, 
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though he was not a little at a loss to 
imagine what could have happened thus 
early, to cause that breach of punctuality 
which annoyed, and in some measure 
sdarmed him. 

But if the desired intelligence was 
kept back longer than it might have 
been, when, at length, it arrived, he was 
more than consoled for the delay. He 
received news of the safe arrival of 
Albert, too late to communicate with 
him in the way proposed, and excessive 
caution, an error perhaps, but one on 
the right side, had preferred suffering- 
some days to elapse before any tidings 
were forwarded, to trusting even the 
most trifling paper to an unknown hand. 

« 

Challoner applauded the prudence which 
had given him pain* He also learned 
from the same papers that Albert was 
not a little flattered by the kindness 
which he had experienced, and the con. 
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fidence which had been reposed in him ; 
while from Bentley he was assured, that 
nothing could promise better for the 
cause than the zeal, alacrity, and ad- 
dress displayed by the new auxiliary, 
associated with the friends of royalty. 

Successive communications were filled 
with the praises of his protege } and 
Challoner looked confidently forward to 
the moment when the object of his care, 
the beloved nephew of the lost Emma, 
should be honoured by the approving 
voice of his king, and raised to the 
level of the proudest subject in the 
land. 

Thus several weeks passed away. He 
had frequent letters, and all furnished 
him with circumstances which were satis- 
factory and consoling in their character. 
There were but two sources of hope for 
Challoner, the restoration of the king, 
and the advancement of Albert; and 
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these combined at the same moment to 
cheer the heart which had pined in lonely 
sorrow. Nothing could make him gay, 
but he felt more tranquil than he had 
been since the disclosure made by the 
dying Lady Maitland. 
' l4ving in the same place with his 
old friend Thorpe, Challoner frequently 
saw that unfortunate person, whose ills, 
real or imaginary, or both, remained 
faithful to his person. No reasoning 
could satisfy him that his effigy was not 
still roasting at what he never failed to 
denominate ** the h^ll-kindled fire," and 
his mind was only soothed by the pros- 
pect of seeing Matthew Hopkins, whose 
arrival he had for many days expected. 

At last he came. The evening on 
which Hopkins made his appearance was 
one of great satisfaction to Thorpe j and 
the more so, as the witch-finder, on cate 
chising him as to the progress of his 
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tortures, was ijuite convinced that he 
had not beeH brought into Hertford- 
shire for nothings They promptly agreed 
to apply io the magistrates for their 
sanction to bring Dame Neville to the 
test of that ordeal which would remove 
all doubt of her guilt or innocence. 

Fatigued with his journey, Hopkins 
went to bed early. Thorpe was pre- 
paring to do the same, when a well-known 
step and voice were heard at his door, 
and his son James presented himself. 
Thorpe was rather surprised at finding 
him attended by two companions, who 
serenely walked in with an air which 
spoke them well disposed to consider 
themselves at home. 

The old man stared, and the young 
one, with much earnestness, hastened 
to describe the' quality of his first com- 
panion, who was no other than Mr. 
astrologer Lilly. He had less to say on 
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the merits of his second follower, Gre^ 
the player, who, in consequence of the 
strict measures adopted agaioBt^theatrical 
representations, found himself quite at 
leisure for any country excursion, which 
promised to take a little idle time off hiB 
hands — off his mouth might be added ; 
for, remaining in London, he had no 
reason to fear that any severe toil would 
be imposed upon his teeth in the way of 
eating. 

James had anticipated that Lilly would 
be most cordially welcomed by his father, 
but in this he was somewhat disappointed. 
The previous arrival of The Witch-Finder^ 
General made the old gentleman rather 
shy of conversing with the astrologer, 
lest by so doing he should give of- 
fence to Hopkins, who, mistaking him- 
self for a personage of vast importance^ 
would be likely, so Thorpe feared, to 
walk off in dudgeon, and refuse to under- 
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tak^ the case at all, if the aid of any 
ether physician should appear to have 
been solicited. 

The presence of Lilly had, however, 
alreaidy in a greiat measure answered the 
purpose of James. Gertaiti delays which 
had taken place be accounted for by 
i^eaking of the efforts he had made to 
discover the place where the great astro- 
loger sojourned, and having thus got. 
over the first meeting with his father, he 
cared little for the re&t, or what might 
become of William Lilly. 

The father withdrew for the night, 
and while supper was preparing, James, 
Lilly, and Green sat down to pass away 
the time with a tankard of ale. 

Lill^, anxious to make a display, was 
ruffled at the sudden exit of Thorpe. 
But the wife kept her ground, and was 
fill! of the sufferings experienced by her 
lord from the arts of the witch and her 
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assistant devils. This soon affi>rded Lillys 
an opportunity of showing some of his 
knowledge. 

** Nay, my good true woman/' said 
he, <^ methinks you must be scantily 
supplied with skilful men in these parts, 
if these things can be." 

" That is what I say," cried the lady. 
'< Is it not a shame," she added, with a 
great deal of fine energy, ^Hhatthe poor 
helpless creatures — magistrates they 
call themselves, have not put a stop to 
such doings before, instead of sitting still 
as they have done ?" 

« What ! they have not — " 

Lilly had uttered so much of what he 
intended should be a question, when 
Mrs. Thorpe proceeded. 

** Is it not dreadful that this wretch, 
and the devils, her servants of all work, 
should go on just as they please, without 
let or hindrance ? Is it not horrible ?*'— 
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Lilly found that Mrs. Thorpe was as 
expert at interrogatories as himself, and 
that if he waited till he could question 
with his usual solemnity and pompous 
pausing, he stood a fair chance of losing 
his turn altogether. He therefore made 
a great exertion of voice, and proceeded 
to business at once. 

** It is shocking, as you say, that this 
should continue, and the more so as de> 
vils can be bound with such very little 
trouble at the right times. Amaymonj 
king of the east j Gorson^ king of the 
south ; Zimmimarj king of the north, and 
prince of the west ; this last, as perhaps 
you know, is an ugly devil, may all be 
bound from the ninth hour till evening, 
and by prayer and other means from 
evening till cock-crow. Marquises may 
be bound from the ninth hour, till coni- 
pline; and from compline, till the end 
of the day; and Dukes, the weather 
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being ftvourable, may be bound from the 
first hour till noon." 

The intimate and extennre knowledge 
of devils thus displayed, had the effect of 
checking the viability of Mrs. Th(»pe> 
whose mouth remained open with aston- 
ishment. 

" Prelates," continued the learned 
Lilly, "maybe bound at any hour of the 
day. Knights from even song till nin- 
rlse. A President may be bound at all 
times of the day, except the King whom 
he obeyeth be invocated ; and Counts or 
Marls at any period, in woods or Gelds." 

" Well !" excl^med the lady, with 
great admiration of the profound learn- 
ing thus displayed, "ifsuchbethecase, is 
it not most i pie here 

not to have >f some 

gentleman oi e ?" 

" Nay, o) fc " it 

might be necessary to find him first 
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There are not two Master Lillys in 
England." 

Lilly was too ei^r to justify the ad- 
miralion of Mrs. Thorpe to feel other 
than impatient of interruption, even 
though to compliment. 

** I suppose," said he, ** you know 
how to compel evil spirits to avoid 
your house ?*' 

"Why, Sar, we have found the horse- 
shoe a.t the thr^old of great use." 

** The ■ horse-shoe i" Lilly repeatedy 
with an expression of incredulity, bor- 
dering on contempt; which, however, he 
soon modified out of reject for the 
party to whom his speech was directed. 
" I, madam, can give you what I believe 
you will find i ui all the- 

horse-shoes in 

" Indeed, iS 

" Yea, you with the 

Paracelsian chmui. 
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*' And what is that, pray. Sir T* 
" This it is. Having procured a fair 
piece of virgin parchment^ write thereon, 
not in the vulgar tongue, mind me'; but 
in Latin, one verse from the sixty-fourth, 
and one from the hundred and fiftieth 
Psalm. The first you shall find run thus : 
" Exurgat Deus et dissiperUur mimki 
ejus." Tb« second, " Omnis Spirttus 
laudet Dominvm." Add to these from the 
fifteenth chapter of th^ Gospel according 
to St. Luke, these words : « Moses ha- 
bent et prophetas'^ 

"And will writing these be sufficient ?" 
"No, my good madam, not merely 
the writing of them, but when written 
on the Lord's day fasting, and four co- 
pies of the sat epared, hang 
you one over e f your house, 
and no spirit rou more, so 
long as these r* r places." 
" Why," said James, " that is not the 
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same charm of which you told me before, 
when we talked on this subject. There 
were no Psalm texts in that. Have you 
since found out that devils are fond of 
reading?" 

** You refer to quite a different thing. 
What I then spoke of was not to drive 
away devils or evil spirits, but the ghosts 
of deceased persons; who^ in families 
where there have been many deaths, are 
sometimes very frequent, and most un-: 
welcome visitors. To accomplish that, 
you take the wool which has grown ber 
tween the eyes of a black sheep, burn it 
to powder, and steep it a night a|id a 
day in rain water, caught on a Good 
Friday. Mix with this, powder of night 
shade, or Wake-robiny and boil them in a 
quarter of a pint of Aqita Vitce, then 
sprinkle the walls of your chamber^ be- 
ginning with the easternmost.** 

Struck with astonishment that beneath 
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her roof a sage should be found so com«- 
petent to rule the invisible world, Mrs. 
Thorpe soon withdrew to impart the 
>ronderful news to her husband. Lilly 
went on with great seif-complacency, 
setting up his own character for superior 
skill in occult matters, and reciting 
many recipes, which the folly of the 
times had» caused to obtain among cer- 
tain pretenders to science a high reputa- 
tion, in divers cases where magical 
agency had been courted. One of these 
which he held to be the most valuable, 
taught the holder how to make himself 
invisible. This the astrologer gave out 
with great pomp, and was so much tiaken 
up with his own performance, that he 
observed not the whispers and winks 
interchanged by James and Green, who 
were laughing very heartily at his so- 
lemnity, while he explained how a cfm- 
dle made of virgin wax was to be tv^n 
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into a parlour, in which no human fopt 
had trod for nine days, then to take 
clean water from a stream which ran to- 
wards the east, and place it on a charcoal 
fire, at the same time repeating, the 
candle being held in the right hand, the 
names Panthon, Craton^ Muritorty Bisecog-- 
naton, Siston^ Diatoriy Tetagrammaton^ 
Agia, Tigra^ S^^ S^c. He proceeded 
to recite the invocation necessary to be 
made, calling on the three virgins Miiia, 
A^ifUa, SiMUoj in the name of all the 
angels and archangels, to appear in the 
form of women, in white vestures, bring- 
ing with them the ring of invisibilily. 

" And pray,** demanded James, " did 
you ever make yourself or any one else 
invisible ?'* 

Lilly adnutted that he had not, but 
added the recipe had come to him so 
welt autlientiaited, that he could not 
doulH of its sufficiency. He had 9nQe 
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made the experiment, ceilainly without, 
success, but this, though not accounted 
for at the time, was fully explained a£^ 
terwards ; as a woman had entered the 
room, which ought to have been kept 
clear for nine days before, to see if all 
was right on the morning of the day on 
which the trial was made. This it was 
which ha^ caused the invocation to the 
three virgins to pass unattended to.*' 

"Indeed!" cried James, affecting a 
look of Ineffable admiration, immediately 
succeeded by a leer at Green, which the 
latter understood as a hint to him to 
prepare for acting his part in a pranks 
which these worthies had concerted, 
while the last oration was going on. 

** No other cause,'' said Lilly, could, 
have prevented the invocation from be- 
ing duly attended to by the virgins." 

« I. dare say," James replied, " vir- 
gins are generally pretty well disposed 
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to attend to those who address them in 
earnest. . But, Mr. Lilly, this, though a 
most extraordinary secret, does not seem 
to be so eminently valuable as that which 
you indubitably possess of being enabled 
to i*ead the future, which you, must find 
of great service every day.** 

"That, with due regard to veracity, I can- 
not deny. There are astrologers of good 
repute, who are not a little honoured 
every year at Painters* Hall, where the 
fraternity hold their annual feast, who,: 
generally well skilled in honorary mat- 
ters, can nothing foresee that shall befall 
themselves. Now, I have always known 
before hand every thing that was likely 
to happen to me." 

" That must have stood you in great 
stead in the late troubles.*' 

" Truly it did in many cases ; not 
that I mean to say all that actually oc« 
curred was foreseen,*' 
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" How do YOU account for that?** 

« Very easily. The planets which 
govern events do not manifest every 
occurrence before it comes to pass as 
minutely as it is set forth in * The 'M&r- 
curkis PoUticus,* afterwafds. Th«y-but 
point out the general tendencies of oc- 
cult nature — the preliminary move- 
ments, showing the predisposing cause of 
which effects are to be the offipring/* 

** O ! I understand. You mean then 
to say, that the ofl^pring of some causes 
never makes its appearance j that, in fact, 
some causes produce no effects, as some 
people who are married never have a 
baby." 

" This I mean, that the machinery of a 
clock gives just reason to expiect that by 
noon the hand shall point to Twelve. 
But some irregular force might, by that 
hour, push it forward, in despite of the 
machinery, to One, or to Two, So the 
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progress of nature's inarch may be anti- 
cipated or retarded^ by unlooked-for 
commotions." 

*' But that is not frequently the case/' 

" It can rarely happen with those 
who are not over-forward with pre- 
dictionsy and who, deciding before mat- 
ters are ripe, by affecting too much 
cunning, prove their ignorance and folly. 
Waiting till the proper seaso.n, astrology 
cannot fail. I foretold the present wet 
weather.'* 

" Was not that difficult ?" 

" Nothing more easy, Saturn being in 
his perigee, and as near the earth as he 
could bCy and then meeting with a con- 
junction of Mars in the sign Gemini^ 
near many fixed stars of a contrary 
nature, plainly told what was to come." 

" You knew there would be a fall of 
water presently." 
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" As surely as I know that I am to rest 
here to-night.*' 

« So well as that, hey !" 

" Just the same. With like certainty, 
in the year 47, I predicted what was to 
befal the king. When I saw the distem- 
pered position of Heaven — the double 
bodies culminating^ and ascending five 
planets in opposition to each other, this 
fatal appearance being near the full of 
the moon, as if the planets and stars of 
Heaven, and the angry tutelary angeb cf 
the kingdom were swelled with horror ; 
it was then, to my simple judgment, quite 
clear to all qui per Stellas judicare volunt, 
from the slow motion of the aphelion qf 
Saturn^ that the king and his friends, 
personated by the tenth and eleventh 
houseSf should go on with great dullness, 
and so be overtaken in the end.'* 

" That was quite right, and pursuant 
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to your prophecy, wbich, I believe, was 
published as early as the year fifty, the 
king had his heard taken off* with his 
head in forty-eight," 

" It was so ; but, mind, niy prediction 
was made before it was published/' 

*< Yes, I know it, that was the remark- 
able part of the business. Some sup- 
posed it must have been published first 
a;nd made afterwards. But, pray, friend 
Lilly, could you not as we sit here, give 
me just a sketch of the future destiny of 
this fellow, Green ? you need not be nice 
as to a sessions or two ; but can you 
maike known the number of floggings, 
burriings in the hand, pilloryings, npse 
slittings, and other little matters which 
he may look forward to enjoy ?'* 

" You would be waggish j but you 
remember not my motto, which is, that 
those who read the stars ought not to 
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give judgment * in parvis, sed tn magnis 
rehash ** 

** I comprehend you. You mean, you 
deem it right to apply to the planets in 
the case of a great man, but that for 
this petty larceny rascal, you think his 
sentence is inscribed in sufficiently legi- 
ble characters on his face, if that burlesque 
assemblage of eyes, nose, lips, and beard, 
may be described by a word which is 
used when speaking of a human counte- 
nance." 

** Marry, methinks. Master James, you 
grow somewhat scurrilous." 

" For which," cried Green, a(ffecting 
great rage, " were he not in his father's 
house, this hand of mine should knock 
him down." 

^* Not so ; you would not do that for 
your sister's sake." 

" How !" cried Green, starting up 
with sudden indignation, which it had 
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been previously agreed be s^hould act on 
this occasion, ^* do you dare to insinuate 
anytbing against my sister ?*' 

" Against ber I no -^ quite tbe con- 
trary. Your sister — Master Lilly wiU 
hardly credit it wben be looks at you — 
is a pretty girl, and as good-natured as 
sbe is pretty, and a man would kiss her 
who would faint away at a glimpse af 
you/' 

" As to my sister being good-na* 
tured — " 

" Well," said James, " I did not mean 
to hurt your feelings by hinting that sbe 
was likely to impair tbe fortunes of your 
family by making herself too cheap. She 
made, me jpay for her smiles, and — *** 

** Nay, say no more,** cried Lilly, who, 
moved by tbe seeming wrath of the 
parties, had now risen to act the pacifi- 
cator. 

"Get you out of tbe way,*' Master 
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Lilly, bawled Green, at the same time 
taking care to place the astrologer be- 
tween himself and James. ^* I'll not be 
kept from him/' he added, making a blow, 
as he pretended, at James, but which,.as he 
designed it should, fell on the shoulder of 
the mediator. 

** Here's a fuss," cried James, " as 
if Suke Green's reputation could ^ be 
wounded by any tongue. Nay, if fight- 
ing is to your taste, you shall not be 
denied," and with these words he miade 
a blow, which the astrologer warded off 
with his hand, so that it only encountered 
his ribs with moderate force. 

Lilly considered matters to have taken 
a very serious turn. 

" My masters, my masters," he en- 
treated, ** be calm." 

• " Calm ! " vociferated Green j " if my 
sister were disposed to be gay, she would 
at least look above such a .beardless 
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whipstec ,as that ;** and these words were 
followed by another blow made, as it ap- 
peared, at James, but which gave Lilly 
a box on the ear. 

" If I am no match for your sister, 
you will find me more than a match for 
you," was the reply of James, and a 
furious attack followed, in which he 
scarcely touched Green, while Lilly got 
soundly cuffed, first by one, and then by 
the other, and sometimes by both at th€ 
same moment. 

The noise this occasioned brought 
JMrs. Thorpe and a female servant into 
the room, and the mock combat in- 
stantly ceased. One of the confederates 
had struck Lilly rather harder on the 
nose than was intended, and it bled co- 
piously. This, and the general disorder 
of his appearance, and of the room, 
called forth a very pathetic " Oh 1" 
from the lady of the house. Lilly lost 
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no time in explaining that a slight misii' 
understanding had arisen, which he had 
happily terminated* To prove this, he 
required the parties to shake hands, 
which, with, some show of reluctance, 
they did. Water was brought, and the 
astrologer having washed away the 
bloody marks of the combat, sat down 
to supper with James and Green, taking 
great credit to himself for having pre* 

vented mischief, for he had not the re* 
motestddea of the parties having accom- 
plished their real object, which was that 
of proving his penetration, and thumping 
him into the bargain. 

But his patience was put to a further 
proof. Mrs. Thorpe made known that 
her lord deeming no practitioner equal 
to Matthew Hopkins, was resolved to be j 

governed wholly by his counsel. \ 

" He will only be governed by the | 

counsel of Matt. Hopkins, will he ? ** 
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cried Lilly, half-closing his eyes; and 
scowling with dl the gravity of angry 
disappointment, *• why, then I tell* 
, you what, he must take the conse- 
quences." 

Mrs. Thorpe hoped that the astrologer 
would not.be offended at the preference, 
the blame of which she threw upoti 
Hopkins, who, when she spoke of the 
wonders she had heard, was coni^aited 
in his bed, by her husband, and had 
been pleased to hint that the astrQ- 
loger himelf was suspected of practices 
like those which it appeared to Thorpe 
so necessary to put down. 

** Nay, mother,** said James, « Master 
Lilly is no wizard, and I am sure he will 
have no objection to give proof of this; 
and you may therefore send word to 
Mr. Hopkins, that Mr. Lilly has no ob* 
jection to the usual course of experiments 
being made on his person, and we will 
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aecordingly commence by swimming 
him as soon as it is day-light in the 
morning." 

This proposition was not over agree- 
able to the astrologer ; no conjunction 
in the planets had warned him of such a 
trial. However reluctant to submit to it, 
he feared at once to refuse j but he^ 
shortly afterwards recollected that, in 
his haste to come to Redburn, he had 
forgotten to leave in London the cast of 
a nativity which he had prepared for 
that worthy gentleman, Sir - Bulstrode 
Whitlock, which, seeing he was not 
wanted by Mr. Thorpe, he desired much 
to forward on the following morning. 
That he might not fail in this, he resolved 
to mount his horse forthwith. James, 
who, from the unexpected presence of 
Hopkins, and one who accompanied him 
as an . assistant, was fearful that no bcKls 
would remain for him and Green, was 
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not displeased at hearing this. Lalighing 
heartily to himself at having frightened 
the astrologer out of the way ; he ex* 
pressed great regret for the circumstance 
which compelled him to depart, and 
being sure that the ofier would not 
be accepted, offered to go to London 
himself with the paper^ which it was so 
important should be delivered without 
delay, Lilly would not be out-done in 
generosity on this occasion. He declared 
the error to have been his, and he was 
therefore * resolved that no one should 
suffer for it but himself. The struggle 

« 

terminated in the astrologer being helped 
on his horse by his friend, who failed not 
to remind him that it would be well for 
his reputation that he should hasten 
back to submit to the watery ordeal, 
while Mr. Matthew Hopkins remained in 
Hertfordshire. Lilly being now fairly 
fixed in the saddle, valiantly answered 
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that he should be willing to do so when- 
ever it might seem necessary, meaning 
thereby whenever it should be impossible 
to avoid it, and resolved not to see Red* 
burn again^ while Hopjkins and ducking 
were so popular, he spurred on his horse 
towards St. Albans, leaving James and 
Green convulsed with mirth at the 
great knowledge of the future which 
had , been displayed by Lilly, especially 
wh^ he pronounced that he was to xesst 
there that night, 

Nothing remained for them but to 
retire to bed, from which they proposed 
to rise betimes in the morning, to 
witness the proceedings of ^< the Witch- 
finder General," against the devoted 
Pame Neville. 
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CHAP, XII. 

But now he half raises his deep sunken eye. 
And the motion unsettles a tear; 

The silence of sorrow it seems to supply. 
And asks of me why I am here. 



BaUad. 



M^HEN Albert threw himself on the 
couch which he found in the room to 
which he had been conducted by the 
individual whose guest he had so unex- 
' pectedly become, it was his resolution 
not to rest for more than an hour or two, 
and to leave the house the moment it 
should be day-light. 

It therefore gave him some uneasiness 
when he unclosed his eyes to perceive 
that it was broad day. The sun shone, 
and he feared it was near noon. Ashamed 
of the indolence with which he re- 
proached himself, he hastily started up 
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and sought the door of his chamber, in- 
wardly resolving that no entreaty should 
induce him to delay one moment longer, 
however strenuously the claims of hos- 
pitality might be asserted. 

His resolution was strong, but he soon 
found that he had not the means of carry- 
ing it into effect. The door was secured, 
and the fastenings were on the other side. 
This created a momentary feeling of 
uneasiness. He endeavoured to dismiss 
it by supposing some accident or niistake 
had occasioned that which had startled 
him. 

All his efforts to open the door were 
unavailing. He tried to force it to no 
purpose, and nothing remained but to 
attempt, by an exertion of his voice, to 
.draw attention to his situation. 

No answer was immediately returned 
.to his calls, but he had not often repeated 
them, when a door, opposite that from 
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which he had entered, txioved, and his 
guide on the preceding night appeared. 

Albert had not been aware that there 
was a second door, and could not help 
testifying that the discovery gave him 
surprise. 

" Why this noise ?" demanded the 
master of the house. " Were you in a 
tavern, filled with noisy brawlers, you 
could not use your lungs more freely, if 
the drawer failed you when you sought 
breakfast.*' 

•' I beg your forgiveness,** Albert 
said, ** if I have been over-loud; but the 
door of the chamber — the only ohe as I 
supposed, had been secured on the wrong 
sidej and having slept too long, I was 
impatient to set forward.*' 

"Pass this way, and you shall find 
breakfast ready for your refreshment.** ^ 

** I thank you. Sir, but I must decline 
trespassing further on your kindness.'* 
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<< It shall not be deemed a trespass } 
therefore, not to exchange fine speechesy 
which were but to waste time^ come you 
with me and eat." 

*• In this I cannot comply with your 
bidding/* said Albert, following his 
host, who now walked into the adjoin- 
ing room, where a fire was seen, and 
breakfast waited. 

"Come, young man,*' the other ex- 
claimed, " it is not well that you should 
continue fasting when food woos your 
appetite/' 

" I feel no inconvenience from hunger, 
and can only think of hastening my 
departure." 

" Nay, for matter of thal^ you may 
unhesitatingly fall to, without any fear 
of lengthening your stay within these 
walls, which you are so resolute to leave/' 

*« I have erred by remaining your 
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guest so long, and must, therefore, turn a 
deaf ear to your kindness, of which 1 
cannot avail myself without adding to the 
delay already too great, for which I may 
justly be reproached.** 

^< It is not so, and again I tell you that 
you may eat most leisurely, yet nothing 
retard your de^parture ; fbr since the 
language of courteous invitation will not 
induce you to remain as friend with friend, 
know, stripling, you are not at liberty to 
pass from this place." 

•* Not at liberty ! What mean you. 
Sir ?** 

** Even that which I have said." 
<« And am I really a prisoner ?" 
«* If to be constrained to stay where 
you may find tolerable enteitainment, 
be imprisonment, then you are a pri- 
toner." 

*« And by what right," Albert proudly 
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and reMntfuUy demanded, << am I de- 
tained ?" 

** By that most legitimate and most 
readily acknowledged of all rights, the 
right of power. My gates are well se- 
cured* Trusty servants, armed, watch 
them, and wait my bidding to dispose of 
you as shaU seem good to me. This 
is a right which it were fcrfly to question.'^ 
. ** But it is^ an exercise of power which 
calls for reprobation.** 

" Then give it. But when given, yott 
must still submit, and this is all-sufficient 
for me. Would you say more ?" 

** I would fain persuade myself that 
you are not serious. . Such treatment I 
little expected, when you kindly, as I 
tliought, pressed me to be your guest last 
night.*' 

" It was not my purpose to make you 
expect it.'* 
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. " And why should you make me prc^v« 
it ? What motive Can you have for deal- 
ing thus harshly with one wholly un- 
known to you ?** 

" You are not wholly unknown to me/' 
" You can know but little of me, for, 
to the best of my belief, we never were 
known to each other before the acci- 
dental meeting of yesterday.'* 

" This you may believe, but know, 
young man, our meeting last night was 
not accidental." 
" Indeed !" 

" I had watched for you." 
" Watched for me ! -^ I suspect you 
have mistaken me for another." 

" I know whose errand you are impa- 
tient t(y perform. I have not mistaken 
you. . You are one of the agents of 
Challoner." 

Albert, who had really begun to hope 
that he had been detained by mistake, was 
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now undeceived.^ The mention of the name 
of Chailoner convinced him that some- 
thing of the businesa on which he had 
been sent had transpired. The other 
. proceeded to give further proof of this. 

^< Chailoner, I know, is engaged in 
practices which will probably ere long 
bring him to his end. You have been 
seduced to be the partner of I)is treason. 
Be honest, and confess it. Join with me 
to baffle him, and all may yet be well 
with you." 

Albert frowned disdainfully at this 
proposal, but spoke not. 

•* What' is your decision?" demanded 
the stern and unruffled Johnson, for he it 
was from whom the enquiry proceeded. 

With indignation flashing from hm 
eyes, Albert replied, — 

<* I had hoped you would have read it 
in my countenance. But that I fear 
silence may be misunderstood, I would 
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disdam to reply to a proposition so infa- 
mous." 

" Pause, young man. The conse- 
quences of your persevering in this folly 
may be more serious than you in^agine/' 
" I scorn to think of consequences/* 
" Then heavily will they fall on you. 
But blind, impetuous, and thankless for 
offered kindness as you are, I will still, in 
mercy, give you a chance of being saved 
from the effects of your rashness. At 
present you are wholly in my power, and 
I alone can pronounce on your fate. 
When once I place you in other hands, as 
soon I shall, if you change not your course, 
it will no longer depend upon me whether 
or not your life shall be spared. My 
pity then, shall allow you some days for 
reflection. If in that time you deem it 
not wise to take the course I would 
recommend, why then pursue the opposite 
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one, and be your blood on your own 
head." 

With these words, of which the closing 
expressions were uttered with all the aw- 
ful solemnity of deadly menace, Albert saw 
Johnson quit the room, leaving him in a 
state of grief and embarrassment which 
it is no easy task to paint. That his own 
life was in danger, might justify some 
concern, but this affected him less than 
the shame and reproach which he felt 
would attach to him for having, at the 
very outset of his career, thus fallen into 
the power of that party whose usurpa** 
tion it was the object of his patron and 
friend to terminate. He feared that it 
would be thought he had betrayed the 
cause which he had espoused ; and burn- 
ing tears of bitterness and self •^ reproach 
stood in his eyes, when he reflected on 
the ease with which he had been duped* 

But it soon occurred to him that self- 
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reproach was useless, and began to 
consider if the evil could be repaired. 
Of this there seemed little hope. He 
however judged, that matters might be 
rendered worse than they were at that 
moment, if his jailer, for that character 
he now gave to the owner of the house 
in which he was a prisoner, should pos- 
sess himself of the important papers 
committed to his care before he partefl 
from Challoner. The moment he found 
himself not at liberty to depart, he had 
thought of these, and exulted that they 
still remained about his person, though 
they might so easily have been takeii 
from him while he slept. He determined 
on the instant to peruse them, and com- 
mit them to the flames. Thus hastily 
disposing of them, it was probable that 
he would but imperfectly inform himself 
. of their contents, but this seemed of no 
vast importance, as, while there, all 
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knowledge of them must be useless ; and 
when by any means be should be free, he 
might seek Challoner, make htqn ac- 
quainted with what had chanced, and 
obtain new instructions. 

Anxious to lose no time in carrying 
this prudent resolution into efiect» he 
hastily drew the packet from his bosom. 
Having opened it, he was about to 
inspect the contents, when the door 
opened, and Johnson re-entered. Albert 
had no time to conceal the papers, and 
he plainly perceived that they had not 
escaped the scrutinizing glance of his 
enemy, who, far from pretending not to 
observe them, now demanded that they 
should be given up to him. 

" I had bethought me," he said, " that 
you might have papers of some import- 
ance with you. As it will be in your 
power to destroy them if they are not 
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required forthwith, I now call upon you 
to place them in 9iy possession." 

" The call is vain, I shall not obey 
it." 

"Then must I compel you. Those 
are at hand who will promptly over^ 
power any resistance you can oflFer. Use 
no delay, but give me the papers." 

" There they arie,'* pried Albert, 
" throwing them on the fire, and snatch- 
ing up the poker at the same moment ; 
and now let your emissaries advance. 
When these shall have become ashes, 
they may do so with safety, but, til) 
then, his life will be in danger who ap- 
proaches." 

No answer was immediately returned 
to this speech. Johnson seemed at first 
inclined to rush to the fire-place, and 
snatch the half consumed documents 
from destruction. He however looked 
at the menacing attitude in which Al* 
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bert had placed himself, and remained 
at a respectful distance. 

" Yet, consider,'* he cried, " to give 
these now may hereafter prove much in 
your favour : reflect on this ere the mo- 
ment is past, and reparation impossi* 
ble." 

«* No,'' said Albert. " Though I sus- 
pect not my own constancy, yet I ^m 
happy to have disposed of these unread, 
for now no state of weakness, to which 
torture may reduce, can subject me to 
the ignominy which you would have me 
welcome.'* 

While speaking, he stood with his 
back to the fire, watching the motions of 
his adversary. He threw a glance or two 
round, to see that the burning went on. 
When the flame had subsided, he re- 
placed the )veapon with which he had 
armed himself. 

« That duty performed," he said. 
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** you and your associates may do your 
worst. From me you shall never know 
aught of that which you wish to 
hear. Use what severity you may, I 
will nothing impart ; I shall glory in 
enduring, regarding it as the just 
punishment of the imprudence which 
brought me here." 

A dark contemptuous look, in which 
anger and laughter were combined, an- 
swered this address, and Albert was again 
left alone. 

Too much agitated to think of refresh- 
ment, he paced the apartments to which 
he found himself confined. From the 
windows he could see nothing distinctly, 
but the fading foliage of the close sur- 
rounding trees. Now he reflected with 
sorrow on the vain hopes in which he 
doubted not Challoner was indulging; 
then on the disappointment which Bent* 
ley must . experience at not seeing the 
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expected agents and then rage at the 
duplicity which had ensnared him, and 
shame for the weakness which had 
been imposed upon, hurried his blood 
through his veins with feverish velocity, 
to torture his heart and distract his brain. 

When the dinner hour arrived, a new 
supply of food was brought. The for* 
mer remained untouched, but this called 
forth no remark. The table was spread 
with the same care as if for a friendly 
guest, but no one solicited him to eat. 
At a later hour of the day, another 
change took place. The gloomy being 
who had authorised his confinement 
directed and witnessed these movements, 
surveyed the prisoner with a curious 
eye, but seemed to have no intention of 
speaking. 

" flow long,** said Albert, « am 1 to 
be thus detained ?** 

<* That will depend on circumstances.*' 
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" On what circumstances ?** 

" On such as may occur, but which I 
cannot describe by. anticipation/' 

** And are you aware of the responsi- 
bility you take upon yourself in thus law- 
lessly holding me your prisoner?** 

** You will probably know, ere long, 
that you are not so held, and find, to your 
sorrow, that it is the law which is your 
enemy.*' 

" Then why use artifice to bring mie 
hither, and why is guilty secresy ob- 
served in keeping me ?** 

«« When the proper time arrives for 
doing so, I will explain what at present 
perplexes you. At present I decline 
further conversation.** 

And with these words he left the 
room, not forgetting to fasten the door 
as he retired. 

It was now twilight. Rage and sham^ 
had made Albert insensible to the attacks 
of hunger through the day, but he felt 
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exhausted, and scrupled not to partake of 
the provisions which had been set before 
him. He could not see that to abstain 
from doing so was likely in any way to 
baffle the designs of his persecutor, and 
he was not unwilling to take requisite 
nourishment, that, if unable to escape, lie 
might at least be able, in the last ex- 
tremity, to struggle with his foe for the 
luxury of vengeance in death. 

He examined every part of the rooms 
to which he was confined, but saw 
nothing to encourage the idea that he 
could pass from them without being 
observed. One of the windows was.only 
secured by a bar, which was in such a 
state that a moderate effort would suf- 
fice to remove it, but to do this would 
be of no avail, as the window was at so 
great a height from the ground, that he 
could not hope to descend from it and 
live. He continued to pass from one 
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9tpartment to the other, and to inspect 
time after time those parts <^ hi^ prison 
whence he had hoped flight might be 
practicable, but which subsequent re- 
flection had fully satisfied him was not 
the case. 

He had passed from the chamber where 
he was expected to dine to that in which 
he had slept for the twentieth time, with 
the purpose above described, when his 
attention rested on an object which, un- 
der almost any circumstances, would have 
seemed too contemptible to merit one 
moment's notice, but which he now 
regarded as entitled to serious consider- 
ation. It was a dark lantern, which he 
remarked in one corner of his bed-room. 
It had been recently used. Such a 
lantern bad been carried by the person 
who hovered near him on the night 
when the murder was commj|ted of 
which Dame Neville had been accused. 
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The mysterious character who had 
brought him there had not scrupled to 
say that their meeting on the precedii^ 
evening was not accidental. If in this 
he had spoken truth, it struck Albert as 
not improbable that the man he perceived 
had then been occupied in dogging his 
footsteps. This idea seemed confirmed 
by all the incidents of that night, which 
now in rapid succession occurred to his 
memory. That person, his present enemy, 
and the perpetrator of the murder, he 
could not but suspect were the same. 

His suspicions thus roused, he exa- 
jnined every object in the roomi expect* 
ing to find new confirmation of them. 
He found what was more than sufficient 
to inflame a mind previou^ly disturbed. 
On turning over the contents of a closet, 
he discovered a shroud. It se^oaed to 
have b^n carelessly thrown with other 
articles as rubbish, and on piosely ex$min» 

IS 
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ing it he could perceive stains of bloody 
which the dirt it had accumulated con- 
cealed at first from his view. 

Wild and indefinite ideas harassed his 
mind, while through the hours of darkness 
he continued to walk backwards and for- 
wardis in silent sleepless ^ch^oWm Mid- 
night had long been passed, when he at 
last reclined on the bed, but without 
thjougbt of repose- He heard one ^- 
pj^oach, and the words *^ Are yoi waking ?** 
were gently whispered* Albert started, 
and almost believed th^ $QUAd to be 
imaginary, but doiibt was ijjstantly re- 
moved by the words ixeing distinctly 
repeated. 



M 2 



244 THE WITCH-FINDER. 



CHAP. XIII. 

She throws 
Her hand to heaven : and in a wondering guise^ 
Stares on each object with her fixed eyes. 

Browne. 

Though the words were most distinctly- 
heard, Albert was not quite certain that 
they were addressed to him. But as 
nothing was risked by a,sua.i„g tto. he 
scrupled not to answer 

" I am awake, and have not sought 
sleep.*' 

The door was opened without noise, and 
a female appeared. She entered without 
embarrassment, and speaking still in 
a whisper, advised that they should pass 
from the chamber in which they met to 
the next. Without waiting for his answer 
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she led the way, and having reached 
it, placed her lamp on the table, and 
stedfastly gazed on Albert for some mo- 
me nts in silence. 

The being who had thus unexpectedly 
approached him was a perfect model of 
symmetry. Her features were regular 
and beautiful, but her complexion had 
the florid hue of fever imprinted on it, 
in place of the blooming rose of health. 
Her eyes were of a pale blue. There 
was an expression of wildness in them, 
which formed a singular contrast to the 
collected calmness of her general de- 
portment. 

Incapable of forming even a conjecture 
as to her quality or the object of her visit, 
Albert returned her gaze. His heart 
wa§ too full of more oppressive cares to 
make him sensible of the awkwardness 
of thus receiving a lady who had. ho- 
noured him with so unusual a mark of 
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her attentJott, or he wcwiM hate felt em- 
barrassnieDt at the kck of words which he 
e:it|yerieneed at that moment. 

*' I wonder not/' said the tisitor^ 
<' that you are at a loss hern to address a 
female who has not ^erupled to mtf iKte c^ 
you at an hour when it might have been 
expected that you and all within these 
walls were buried in sleep. But I had 
reasons for believing that you had not 
sought rest, and I wished to console the* 
lonely heart that sorrowed in unlooked^ 
for and inexplicable captivity/' 

** In truth, maiden, your conduct is 
singular. I hoped for no society tbiiSK; 
night, and least of all did I calculate on 
seeing so hit a comforter.** 

«* Spare flattery. Sir. It was not for 
this that I ventured hither to warn you 
of the dangers which beset your path.** 

«* Of what do you speak ?•* 

^^Ot the perils which threaten your 
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Ufe from the wrath of my father, and the 
unsparing vengeance with which the 
faction now in power ^tb disposed to 
pursue all who rebel against their au- 
thority.*' 

<< But I have done Nothing against it/' 

M You are known to be connected 
with those who are disaffected, and who 
have proposed to bring back the son of 
the late king/' 

" These things may be surmised, but 
proofs cannot be found.** 

* Proofs hav^ been found," she an- 
swered, raising her voice, *^ proofs which 
will be deemed quite sufficient to send 
you to the scaffold." 

" Really, lady," said Albert, " in 
this 1 think you are deceived/' 

'^ Trust me, I am not. I fear you 
will find, to your cost, that my ixtSanasAiaut 
ia too correct." 

<< And what is the comfort which, un» 
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der such circumstances, you can have t€t 
offer?'* 

" I would ask you, if you have well 
weighed the proposition made to you by 
my father, and if you can bring yourself 
to do what be would recommend ?*' 

"Never/* 

" Then do I fear that your fate isr 
irrevocably sealed.'* 

**'Is it so? I had begun to hope,, 
when you spoke of comfort, seeing that 
you have the means of traversing this 
building alone and at your pleasure, that 
it might not be impossible for your com-- 
passion to release me/* a 

" This I would gladly do, but — 

but —** 

She paused, and a tear trembled in her 
eye. Albert believed that his appeal 
had not been wholly made in vain. Eager 
to improve the impression which he 
thought had been produced, he took her 
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band within his, while he apostrophised 
her with tender but respectful earnestness. 
- " Nay, lovely one ! start not difficul- 
ties. Let not the gem which trembles in 
that eye have beamed on me in vain.'* 

The hand w^hich he had taken was not 
withdrawn. It was rather yielded with 
an air of kindness and concession, and 
her tears continued to flow. 

*frl would it were in my power," she 
said, " to give you the liberty you claim. 
Believe me,* this would gratify me much, 
for my bosom is tortured beyond descrip- 
tion by the thought that a few weeks 
must give you to a death of shame.** 

" Use the power you evidently possess, 
and let me pass hence this night. Nay, 
turn not away disgusted by the selfish 
eagerness with which 1 seem to plead for 
life. It is not ! for myself that I solicits 
Give me freedom butfor a few.hours*** 
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The lady smiled increduloasly at tfak 
pToposah 

*• You think, once free, that I would 
not return. By Heaven, I would, tmd 
with transport, to undergo whatever 
rigours may be thought fit to punish my 
ofl^ding, so I might be permitted, not to 
tell where I am detained, but merely to 
announce that I have failed«^ Let me do 
this to save a kind friend^ who may 
otherwise be ruined by my miscarriage^'^ 

•« Whatever her will,'* she answ$^> 
** Henrietta has not the means of a)in- 
plying with your request. Were all 
suspicicm asleep, and none <m the watch, 
it would still be no easy task to get you 
away^ the consent of my father being 
withheld^ The walls which surround 
the grounds of which this mansion is the 
centre, cannot be overleaped without 
some aid, and the upper part of them is^ 
formed by bricks laid together, uncon-^ 
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nected by any cement between j sa that 
an attempt to placfe a ladder against this 
defence would not fail to occasion their 
fall, the noise of which would at once 
give notice of the attempt/* 

" Can this be in no way avoided ?'* 

"It cannot. To-morrow, indeed^ I 
might contrive to get a portion of the 
loose bricks removed after dark. There 
ia a ladder on the premisesi by which 
the wall could be surmounted. But 
then—'' 

<^ O start w> chilling fear,, having per- 
mitted me to hope for your generous aid.'' 

" But have you no care for the manner 
in which the aid you call generous shall 
be requited ?" 

« To what do you allude ?** 

" What think you will be the fate of 
Henrietta, this being accomplished} when, 
havii^ liberated the captive on whose 

M 6 
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safe keeping her father's fortunes, nay^ 
perhaps, his very life, depends, she 
alone remains to meet the fearful storm 
of his displeasure/* 

" He surely would not deal harshly 
with his child.'' 

*^ Not deal harshly with his child!" 
she exclaimed, and her eyes glistened 
with fires, which frenzy seemed to kindle. 
** Has he not," she added, in a low and 
plaintive tone, << has he not been harsh 
to me ? O yes," she added, with a sigh, 
" I know him well. — I know the terrible 
wrath which will consume me, when he 
shall find that I have dared anew to rebel 
against his will." 

" Nay, since already he has proved 
unkind, remain no longer in his power."' 

" How!" 

" Be the fair companion of my flight 
We shall soon gain a secure resting-place, 
where his frown shall disquiet you no 



/^ 
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more. I will take care to provide for your 
every want; and gratitude, which can 
only end with the life you preserve, shall 
• never fail to acknowledge the boon.** 

** May I believe this language to be 
that of sincerity ?** 

" By the honour of a man.**^ 

" The honour of a man !** she sadly 
repeated ; ** O ! speak not of that ; for, 
alas ! mournful experience has taught me 
that men are not to be trusted." 

" Your judgment on mankind is, I 
hope, too severe.** . * 

*« Forgive me, Sir, I know not what / 
I say. My thoughts are mixed in wild 
confusion, and sentiments not unfre- 
quently stray to my tongue, and steal 
utterance, which ought to remain buried 
for ever in my heart.** 

" I should be sorry to know that such 
an impression could remain there. I 
would not have one corner in a bosom 
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ao devoted to geaeimty, occupied by 
resentment or suspicioiw'^ 

" Nor shall it. I will believe you 
what you seem, and if it should be my 
happy lot to snatch you from Jthe toils in 
which you are now caught, I will bless 
the providence which preserved me for 
such a purpose, and cherish the belief 
that I may be kindly remembered by 
you, when I am seen no more on earth/' 

*• Your words are strange,- for you 
speak as if my liberty were to be the 
signal for your death. 

«* That may be. 

'^ But I indulge the persuasion that it 
will not be, and that long years of 
joy remain in store for the generous 
being who bravely lends herself to oppose 
vindictive wrath and perfidious artifice." 

" No, not for me shall years of joy be 
bom; my fate is decided ; some moments 
less gloomy than others I might know. 



Ui 



but the sky of , Henrietta's destiny shs^ 
never more be ciottdless^^' 

" Thus," said Alb^t, " the mind op- 
pressed by recent aflik^ioii, often feels» 
and too readily takes wp the idea that 
the grief wfaidi now overwhekos will be 
perpetual.** 

<< It is no passing gloom/' said Hen- 
rietta, ^* that darkens my prospect* Mine 
is tJiat mournful state in which kindnei^ 
wounds, and pity degrades^ But I may 
remain no longer ; I scarcely know what 
I have said, but feel that something has 
escaped me which prudence would re-- 
call. For this night adieu. To-morrow 
I will return*" 

" To bring Kberty to the captive ?*' 

^^ That is more than I dare promise ; 
bat, at ail events, if po^ible, you shall 



see me." 



She retired as cautiocisly as she had 
entered, and by the same door, leaving 
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Albert in a state of the most torturing 
doubt. He believed that he had moved 
her to kindness, and he felt assured that 
it might be in her power to terminate 
the period of his captivity. But there 
was a strangeness in her manner which 
tempted him to question j^her sanity, 
and it seemed to him not the most im- 
probable surmise in the world, that to 
amuse her madness, she had been allowed 
by her keeper or medical attendant the 
interview which had just taken place. 
This, though an extraordinary expe- 
riment, seemed to him not more unlikely 
than that a young female should be ena- 
bled, at her pleasure, to visit a prisoner, 
whose safe keeping was evidently deemed 
of importance, and to remain with him 
at midnight. If he supposed her to be 
mudh more strongly interested in his 
fate than it was reasonable to conclude she 
was, he could not account for her having 
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contrived to elude observation, and visit 
him in defiance of the ever-waking 
vigilance which he had grounds for 
regarding as the characteristic of her 
father. 

Pondering on this subject, but vainly 
attempting to come to any decision^ 
Albert sadly beheld another day open. 
The father of Henrietta again appeared ; 
Albert thought the severity of his coun- 
tenance had abated, but he spoke not ; 
he curiously eyed his prisoner, as if 
anxious to trace that some change of pur- 
pose had been worked i and disappointed 
in this, his own features, by their steady 
contraction, evinced his resolve to be 
firm to the determination which he had 
formed. 

The perfect silence with which he 
withdrew, was to Albert not less intoler- 
able, than the most cutting reproach, or 
the fiercest menace could have been. 
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To remain in perfect ignorance of his 
intended destiny, was more than lie could 
bear with patience, for though he looked 
forward with some interest for the pro- 
mised return of Henrietta, his mind was 
not sufficiently made up respecting her, 
to feel satisfied that whatever her inten*- 
tions might be h^ words were entitled 
to serious regard. He was, therefore^ 
tempted to accost the only person who 
could with certainty resolve the question 
he was disposed to pn^ound. But he 
doubted whether to use the language of 
entreaty or demand. He had too much 
cause to fear that neither would be at- 
tended to, but silence was the worst he 
could anticipate, and the worst was. 
already experienced. 

With this feeling, when the last meal 

of the day was introduced, and Johnson 

for the third time appeared to satisfy him- 

' self that the prisoner was in safe custody^ 
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Albert spoke to him : his tone was not 
conciliating} though his words were 
few. Impatience and reproach were 
breathed with each, while he demanded^ 
** How long, Sir, am I to remain here?'* 
A glance of contempt suid defiance 
was the only ianswer which the question 
at first elicited, but ailer a pause of some 
seconds a reply was given. 

^* Till one of us becomes prudent. Till 
you do what I advise, or I hand you 
over to those who will know how to re-* 
quite your senseless obstinacy.*^ 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Hath not this present Parliament^ 

A ledger to the devil sent^ 

Fully empowered to treat about. 

Finding revolted witches out ? 

And has not he, within a year. 

Hanged threescore of them in one shire ; 

Some only for not being drown*d ? 



BuTtSR. 



Early on the day following the arrival 
of the witch-finder, Thorpe was called 
by Matthew Hopkins, who was well dis- 
posed to proceed to business without 
delay. 

" It is not,'* said he, "that I would 
hurry, urgent as my affairs may be, on my 
own account, although, as you must be 
well aware, twenty shillings per town or 
village (which is all I demand for clearing 
them) is but sordid pay/* 
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« Methinks it is too small/' Thorpe 
replied. 

" Especially when it is borne in mind 
that I have horse and man to pay, and 
generally travel a company of three; 
nevertheless, moved by the sinful and 

• 

gold-loving speeches of the Sadducees, 
many of those whom I have relieved, 
have paid no more than that sum." 

"Such meanness ought not to be en- 
dured in any case,*' Thorpe replied, 
with enthusiasm highly gratifying to the 
witch-tinder, as it was accompanied by a 
• cordial pressure of the hand, into which, 
at that moment, two Jacobuses were 
slipped. 

" You," said the benevolent Matthew 
Hopkins, with a most gracious smile, 
"take the right mode of securing the 
relief you crave, which, if my skill can 
avail, with God's blessing, you shall soon 
have/' 
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Thorpe then consulted with him on 
the steps proper to be taken, and pro- 
posed to begin, as this was Friday, by 
repeating the experiment which had for- 
merly been made at the wrong time. 
The consent of the magistrates had been 
already dbtainei ; h^ therefore directed 
that a cow should be brought forth, and 
disfigured as befbre> in order to discover 
in which direction the witch lived* For 
his own satis&ction, on the preceding 
day, before he presented himself to 
Thorpe, Hopkins had taken great pains 
to make himself acquainted with the si. 
tuation of Dame Neville's cottage* He 
had more than one reason for doing 
tlxis* 

" Heyday !" cried James, who had 
heard what was intendedij and now en- 
tered the room, in which Thorpe and 
the witch-finder were conferring, « why 
what a racket you are kicking up in the 
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village* The rabble rout are already on 
the alert to huat your poor old a>w, 
father." 

" Son, this is a very solemn subject,*' 
cried the Senior Thorpe. 

" A solemn subject,*' echoed James, 
** I wish it may upt prove a gr^oe one 
to poor Dame Neville.*' 

** At any. rate, it is not fit for your 
mad humours, and tbetefore treat this 
wise and heaven-gifted man with more 
decorous civility." 

^* Truly, Sir, I have not thought to be 
uncivil. However, I will speak in a 
more sober tone. Pray, Mastear Hop- 
kins, supposing a witch being convicted 
through the heaven-giftedness of your 
worship, should be with devil or with 
imp, for^ perhaps, you would deem it 
wrong to say with child, I would then 
know if it would be judged fitting to 
Jijiow of that delay which the law grants. 
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wher6 a female, not a witch, intimatcu 
that she thinks of producing a young 
malefactor ?" 

" That of which you speak," said tlie 
w^itch-finder, " must be governed by the 
circumstances of the case.'* 

" Then, in some instances, delay may 
be admitted. That is enough for me. I 
have now a request to make. As your 
occupation may 'throw you in the way of 
a matter of this sort, you will much 
oblige me, if you can get me the cause of 
one such delay on moderate terms j as 
I have often thought I should like to. 
have a sucking devil to bring up by 
hand.'* 

" Peace," , cried Thorpe, " this is 
folly." 

" That can give no offence to Master 
Witch-finder, but, to my poor thinking, 
one domestic devil, which like a cat 
would suffer none of his fellows to ap- 
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proach would be no bad addition to a , 

• - ♦ ■ 

genteel establishment." 

Green now entered to announce that 
all was . ready, and Hopkins declared 
he would instantly superiSitend the pro- 
ceeding. 

** But tell me, Master Hopkins,** said 
James, " supposing the cow were to go 
to the door of Dame Neville, what next 
is to be done ?** 

"Ay,** said Thorpe, ^*it may be as 
well to decide that at once.** 

" Thus, then,** the witch-finder an- 
swered, ** do I intend to proceed. When 
it shall be discovered where the witch 
abides, there can remain little doubt who 
she is. Therefore, I judge those in 
office must agree, that it will be right to 
try her further, and the ordeal by water 
Cannot, so I should guess, be objected to. 
But wishing to proceed with all caution 
and gentleness, I would first propose 

VOL. II. N 
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Xh^i Bom^ 4iscfeet and godly ma^traQ& in 
the neighbourhood do exanune^ h^v in 
ovder to discover what devil's n^a^ks may 
;be about ber ^per^oik,^' 

« This/* said Thorpe, " is dealing too 
kindly/* 

" By youc Ibm^, W, Master Thorpe. 
If indeed tbe world we^e peopled but 
with pious folk, for the mq^t part, I 
should be of accord with you, and pr6- 
ceed to the water tri^l strait, but there 
are so many scofiersf» sadducees* and 

w 

&iends of the old fktber of all mischief 
abroad,, that it is bett^ to err oa the side 
oS mercy, that they may have little to 
say* Therefore, having made the search 
I propose, should a, doubt appear in her 
^vour, I would merely put her to the 
ivalking test." 

" What may that be ?** Janaes enquired. 

" That is mot much. It simply con- 
sists in keeping the party constantly 
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valkii^ for four and twenty, or it may 
be eight and forty hours without rest or 
food,'* 

« Thisi*' exclaimed James, " is what 
you consider erring on the side of mercy !'* 

<^^ Questionless, it is so» I am partial 
.to« using g^itle means first/' 

*^ Really, Master Hopkins, I should 
little like to experience your tenderness 
in the way you describe. But, suppos- 
ing Dame Neville to be a true witch, 
pray tell me what the devil must be 
about, not to exert his power ta protect 
one of his favourites ? Marry, Sir, if I 
were Satan,^ and Dame Neville mme, and 
you came to shew her your gentleness, I 
would sooner have my tail cut off than 
allow it, and should be much inclined to 
take you on one of my horns,, and give 
you a toss from St. Albans to Dunsta- 
ble/' - 

♦^ In this," said the witch-finder,, "you 

N 2 
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shew your ignorance of the general 
doings of the prince of darkness. On 
such occasions, he deserts his well-be- 
loved — and why ? Because it is in his 
avaricious nature to covet so much the 
immediate possession of a soul which 
is his by covenant, that he cares not 
to save the witch from justice which 
will the sooner hand over the prize to 
him." 

" But if the witch possess the powers 
which you say he gives,- what shall pre- 
vent her from harming those who seek 
her destruction ?" 

<' Again, Master James, do you mani- 
fest most lamentable ignorance. Well 
has it been told by our British Soldmon, 
the great King James, that * If men be 
slothful, God can make them instruments 
of punishment j but when those who are 
properly qualified are active in examin- 
ing them, God will not permit them 
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nor their master to interrupt so good a 
work/ That wise monarch, observe you, 
does not say that ignorant persons may 
meddle with safety, but his words are, 
* Where God begins to strike by his law- 
ful lieutenants, it is not in the devil's 
power to defraud or bereave him of the 
of&ce, or effect of his powerful and 
revenging sceptre.* " 

**But why should these severe measures 
be adopted, when by means of white 
witch-craft, as I have heaid, the devil's 
friends might be easily foiled ? Is not 
this the case ? 

** It certainly is. I, simple person as 
I am, Jluow many herbs which, plucked 
at the proper time, would foil some of 
the most cunning.*' % 

^* Indeed !** 

"There is one plant I could name, 
brought originally from the east, would 
baffle Satan's best agents, but then it 

N 3 
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must be taken from the eftrth on Palm; 
Sunday; these verses being uttered at the 
same moment, which by the way are of" 
great antiquity : 

^ Hfdle be thou holie hearbe 

Growing on the ground, 
AU in the mount Calyaiie 

First wert thou found ; 
Thou art good for maniea lora^ 

And hetdest manie B woQi^d ; 
In the nameof sweet Jesus 

I take thee from the ground,"^ 

" Why, then,** said Jamey, ** I reiter- 
ate the question, are not such meastn'es^ 
pursued instead of those you now con* 
template, whicK would haulk the wicked, 
and yet give them time for repentance ?'* 

** To this, my answer is, first, that I 
have not that tenderness either for the 
devil or his beloved, to screen them by 
half measures j next, I would remark, 
that to do so were to fly in the face of 
God's command,^ which distinctly says„ 
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* Thou shalt not BvlSet a witch to live ;' 
and» thirdly, I would tell that to hope for 
repentance is vain where a witch is con-' 
cerned, for the old sequent will not be 
put off his bargain. The witch can no 
more repent than she can shed tears/' 

*' And can no witch shed tears ?'* 

" No." 

** Then Dame Neville cannot be one^ 
for when I met her one day after Old 
Wash, at 4^ Red licAiy had been^ 
threatening to have her burnt for turn- 
ing his beer sour, I saw a tear -*- not one, 
but many, trickle down her woe-worn 
face.*' 

" You pervert what I say after the 
manner of the evil doers abroad^ who 
deem themselves mc^ wise in tbeir gen- 
eration. A witch can cry till she gets^ 
into the hands of justice. Then let me 
see her cry.*' 

Thorpe left the house, accompanied 

N 4 
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by Hopkins, to superintend . the prelimi- 
nary experiment. A crowd had assem- 
bled for the double sport of hunting a 
* cow, and detecting a witch. The rabble 
divided their stares between the oddly 
disfigured animal they were about to tor- 
rtient, and the important personage by 
whose advice this foolery was to be 
practised. The signal was given by 
Hopkins, who for that purppse waved his 
high-crowned hat to the mob. . At once 
a thousand voices were, heard in hoarse,; 
but jocund discord, and as many sticks 
and goads were applied to the poor 
animal's back and sides. The cow bel- 
lowed, the mob . shouted, and by the 
judicious directions of Hopkins and his 
man, every thing went on very favour- 
ably. The lecture which Thorpe had 
given to those who baulked him on the 
former occasion, was not thrown away. 
It was indeed so well understood in 

16 
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which direction they were to go, and 
Thorpe's labourers were so anxious to 
^tone for their former failure, that unusual 
discipline prevailed, and the frantic object ' 
of their cruelty was soon seen desper- 
ately rushing through all obstructions 
towards the humble residence of the sus- 
pected female. 

The wide^spreading tumult was heard 
afar, and reached the poor retreat of 
Dame Neville. Little imagining the 
cause of the disturbance, the unusual 
clamour induced her to walk to the ex- 
tremity of the enclosure belonging to 
her cottage. She saw a multitude of 
persons in motion, but the noise which 
they made had so much mirth in it, that 
she felt quite satisfied no ' one was in 
danger. She perceived the riotous merry 
makers, one and all, bend their steps to- 
wards the place were she * stood, and at 
length she discerned the goaded animal 

N 5 
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which they followed. Raging with the 
intolerable torture inflicted by the blow» 
of the mnltitttdey the creaturie happened 
at this moment to shake from its homa 
the tatters which had till then adhered to 
them. A yell of strange exultation burst 
from the mob ; and, stunned by the up^ 
roar. Dame Neville hastened to cxmceal 
herself from the advancing rioters. 

*^ See y6u there/' said Hopkins to 
Thorpe, who kept close to him nearly in 
the front of th* mob. ••See you with what 
shame and confusion she tries to hide 
herself.^ 

••^ I marked it well.** 

^ Does hot this show guiltimfte of 
heart ?*' 

•• No doubt,*' Thorpe replied. 

•' Had she not known that she was 
guilty, she would never have fled thufe 
precipitately.'* • ^ 
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*« Certainly not. This of iteelf i« in 
my mind enough to condemn upon.'* 

«< It telb me, Master Thorpe, that she 
knows the devil is disposed to abandon 
her.*' 

Thoarpe was much comforted by the 
assurance. He augured most &vour* 
ably of this ultimate success of their un- 
dertaking from this omen, atid the ex- 
pedition with which the witch had been 
traced by the means used that day, 
filled him with admiration of the skill of 
Hopkins. ^ Ttiough naturally humane, 
he was so steeled agdnst the devoted 
Dam^ from the enormities of which he 
believ^ her to be guilty, that he felt no 
more concern for the affliction she might 
prove, than he would have experienced 
at beholding the dying stroggk of a wolf, 
or the last writhings of a viper. 

But little tsiefkt and exertion wem' 
now required to drive the cow close up' 

N 6 
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to the door of the cottage. The welkin 
again rung with the acclamations of 
the rabble, and the poor beast was now 
honoured with the senseless plaudits of 
her followers, many of whom approached, 
and would fain have patted her to show 
their kindly feeling, if the irritated state 
to which she had been brought had n<^ 
made her too startiish to admit of their 
coming near with safety. 

Thorpe directed that the animal, hav« 
ing performed all that was expected 
from it, should be taken away. The as- 
sembled throng gave a passage to their 
late victim, and every eye now prepared 
to banquet on the distress of a human 
sufferer. 

A violent knocking at the door was 
commenced^ accompanied by threats to 
force it. This last measure was rendered 
unnecessary, by its being opened to 
them. The crowd were on the ad- 
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vance, when Dame Neville stepped for- 
ward, and mildly demanded what was 
required. 

Her firmness overawed for a moment 
the brawlers, who had summoned her to 
their tribunal, and no answer was given. 

** What want you, I enquire, that thus 
in the face of day you so rudely assail 
my humble dwelling ?'* 

A momentary pause ensued, which 
was however broken by the voice of one 
who was not of the foremost rioters, — 

" A witch and her imps." 

The silence once interrupted, a thou- 
sand voices were now heard to demand her 
surrender— the giving up of her fami- 
liar, and the bringing forward of her 
friend and paramour, the devih 

The uproar spread, taking every pos- 
sible shape of menace. Some told of 
the pains to which she would presently 
be subjected here, and others announced 
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the never-ending tortures of aHOther 
world. Undismayed amidst the tumult. 
Dame Neville offered not to retire ; het 
mind was made up to meet and rebut 
the calumnies of which she had long 
been the object, and without using 
speech or gesture calculated to provoke 
by useless daring, she disdait>ed to sup*- 
plicate. A momentary silence having 
occurred, she again accosted the fore- 
most of the multitude, among whom 
Thorpe, Hc^kins, and James were noW 
ranged^** 

** You demand that I shall be punished 
as a witch. Let it be shown that I am 
one, and I shall be content to ^ufferr 
But where are the proofs — where the 
witnesses against me ?** 

** O ! we have proofs,*' cried one* 
"Ay, ay, proofs enough/' "Proofs 
enough, you she-devil," and similar 
speeches were vociferated. 
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•*Tben let your witnesses stand for- 
ward/* cried the accused, with more 
energy than she bad previously exerted, 
**attd bring your proofs without delay/* 

** What think you of this ?'* Jamesen- 
quired ; " you see she courts the trial/* 

** Was ever such hellish effrontery^ 
such matchless impudence !** exclaimed 
Thorpe. 

"Nay, father,** cried James,^ "may 
this not spring from consciousness of in- 
nocence ?** 

" Innocence !** echoed the father, in 
a tone which severely reproved the folly 
which could admit such a supposition 
for a moment. " But ask Master Hop- 
kins.** 

James looked round for Hopkins, but 
did not immediately see him. He was 
about to express his surprise, when he 
saw the witch-finder make his appear- 
ance from the cottage. Engaged in 
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directing the pursuit, Hopkind had 
tucked his cloak under his arm. He 
felt that his general appearance was not 
a little disordered, and when: Dame 
Neville came iforth he passed into the 
cottage to arrange his dress, that he 
might not make an undignified appear-^ 
ance before the throng, in whose pre- 
sence he was to exhibit the isublimest 
mysteries of his art. 

And now every-thing being adjusted, 
the ^witch-discoverer stalked forward. 
He wore a cloak surmounted by a white 
linen collar, which spread over each 
shoulder. The cloak was thrown open 
by the ^Ibow of the right arm, which 
was placed a-kimbo, while the left wa& 
half extended, the hand grasping a staff 
as tall as himsself, which was somewhat 
larger than a common halbert stick lEtt 
the top, but came tapering downwards 
till it was not larger than the fore-finger 
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of a man. IVom time to time he majes- 
tically waved this, the sceptre of com- 
mand, to direct those near him to advance 
or retire. His bushy hair surmounted 
by a tall and rather pyramidic hat, gave 
his upper part an air of grim authority, 
and his boots, the tops of which presented 
the semblance of two funnels beneath 
his knees^ were furnished with formidable 
spurs, which, however inconvenient, he 
would not put • off . on such occasions, 
from a wish to retain all the importance 
of hurry, while following his vocation. 

Thus terrible in appearance, as well as 
in influence, the witch-finder advanced 
to perfect the work he had so success-: 
fully begun. ^ 

* "The witch," said Thorpe, "says she. 
fears not enquiry, and thereupon my 
son would fain persuade^ that she must 
needs be innocent. How say you ?** 

" Marry, it is not so, for let me tell 
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both you and your son that the devil's 
policy is great, in per^uadkig many to 
come of tbear own accord to be tried, 
persuading them that their marks are sa. 
close they shall not be found out/' 

** But do they court enquiry ?*' James 
demanded. 

<< They do ; such is their unblushing 
impudence. I have known divers of 
d^m come ten or twelve miles to be 
searched of their own accord, and get 
hanged for their labottr." 

Thorpe here indulged in expressiotifi^. 
admiring the benevolent dispensations dT 
Providence, which had decreed \ki^ sijch 
artifices should be ree^orted to in vain» 

Matters were thus brought into as &it 
a train as could be desired jfor the witoh^ 
finder. The situation of ^ poor . Dame: 
Neville was one by no means enviable.. 
The alarm with whidh sjbe retreated 
when the approach of her i persecutors 
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was first beheld, and the resotdtion with 
which she subsequently defied them to 
prove what they charged against her, 
were considered by those with whom she 
had to deal, to be equally unfftvourable 
to the plea of innocence^ Tb6 former 
manifested a just dread that her crimes 
ccmld no longer pass unpunished — *• the 
latter proved her so perfectly indurated^ 
that nc>thing could shame her, and that 
no punishment which might be inflicted 
could be too severe. Hopkins now com^ 
menced. 

" So, my dear dainty firebrand, as the 
devil, your master, calls you, I hav« 
caught you, have I ! You, I dare say, con-? 
sidered yourself as secure as the witches 
of Maainingtree ever thought themselves, 
before I, under God, was the means of 
ridding the country of them, by the 
timely aid of the gallows/* 
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«* Man," cried Dame Neville, " in 
what have I deserved to be thus re- 
proached ?*' 

" A notable question, truly,** said the 
discoverer. " What ! forsooth, witchcraft 
is so trifling a matter with you, that you 
are saucily to look justice in the face, 
and think to cozen me by pretending in- 
nocence !** 

*« I am a peaceful humble sojourner of 
small pretence j but surely, in the mat- 
ter charged against me, most innocent.** 

" We shall see,** the witch-finder re- 
joined, " we shall see, my dear, duck- 
ling, how innocent you are. Come tell 
me the number of your imps ? 

** I know not what you mean.^ 
** Indeed ! my brimstone darling j then 
perhaps you call them your familiars, or 
your chickens, or your babes of fire and 
smoke.** 
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" God protect me !" exclaimed the 
supposed witch, " what can this mean ?'* 

" The devil protect you, is what you 
ought to say," continued Hopkins. 
** But by mentioning the name of God, 
you think to deceive me, and induce 
belief that you are not what you are 
well believed to be. But I am not to 
be ' so bamboozled* Can you say the 
Lord's prayer ? Since you want to show 
what you can do, answer me that." 

Danae Neville had been well content, 
had nothing more been required than was 
now demanded. But it never entered into 
her mind that what was so very easy 
could be a test. The bantering and an- 
gry tone in which she was accosted made 
it impossible for her to suppose that she 
was seriously required to vindicate her 
character by repeating the Lord's prayer, 
and she remained silent. 
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Hopkins took advantage of tbi^ paUsie^ 

« 

which he knew how to interpret* 

•* Now the witch is caught, and, truth 
to say, in my simple judgment, fofther 
enquiry is hardly needed. Nevertheless, 
go on if y-oa will. 

" She cannot say the Lord's prayer" — 
** She does not know one word of it*^— 
«* Her mouth is closed" — resounded on 
all aides. 

** Wretched woman, confess thy gailt," 
said Thorpe, in a tone of remonstrance. 

<< Can you not repeat the Lord^s 
pjrayei P" James asked. <^ Methinks that 
were not so hard a task." 

^f H that be required of me^ I cannot 
fear to do it. But I understood not that 
it was expected I should repeat it now." 
V ** Nor is it, my lovely fire and smoke 
lavpurite," Hopkins observed ; ** for we 
expect not that you can do any thing of 
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• the kind ; but if you diink otherwise, 
begin it.** 

" I have need of prayer, the Almighty 
knows,** said Dame Neville, " and though 
I have not sought to make public my de- 
votions, thus pressed, I will comply.** . 

** Now listen all,** cried the witch- 
finder, and holding his staff with both 
hands, and leaning slightly against it, his 
eyes fixed on the face of the accused, he 
prepared to detect any error into which 
she might fall. 

With uplifted hands. Dame Neville 
strove to lift her mind from the perse^ 
cution which she endured, that the 
prayer she uttered might notidly fall from 
her lips. Silence was demanded from ^ 
the crowd, and the parties from whom it 
was expected, after breaking it a hun- 
dred tiines by calling out "Silence,** 
were at length tolerably still. She then 
began — 
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" Our Father, who art in heaven,"— 

"Mark you that, neighbours!*' shouted 
Hopkiiis, "now axe you convinced. * In- 
stead of * Our Father, whkK* this horrid 
witch can only say * Our Father, who.* 

The quickness with which this saga- 
cious discovery had been made, raised 
the witch-finder very much in the esti- 
mation of the crowd, and his praises were 
clamoured from all quarters. 

" Go on,*' he cried, **goon; if you 
are not now convinced that the devil, all- 
potent as you have heretofore thought 
him, is not yet capable of teaching the 
Lord's prayer to those who bind them- 
selves by covenant to sin against it — 
go on." . ' 

" Nay," cried the sufferer, " since I 
am to be thus dealt with, interrupted, 
and obstructed, it is in vain to strive 
ag&inst the cruelty which assails.' 

" She owns that it is all in vain. The 
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dei^ilipiial^es her, my friend^'' cried the 
discoverer, with a Idud^ voice, and the, 
aaoouDCfsnient was aeswered by a ne\|r 
sbout< 
'^ .What inQre n^ b^ doiw ?" Thorpe 

eoqiukire^ 
^< Ift good truth, methinks, but little J 

for; small additi^ii^l;: proof is wanting* 
Siiit^ ih^l^eyer» let search now, be made 
for the marks, by which the devil has 
dittJQguish^d, his darJliqg. Divers sober 
i)09^i|Q». are, ready at. th^ cott^e near 
the^^iv^ to dp all that it is meet should 
b^.;do^e/* 

Uopkjii^, his a^sistantSy wd their ^fol-* 
liworsy i¥:9ce^^:to agt upon .tiiis resor 
lution forthwith. They cpmjpieUed Dame 
Kfiivill^ ito mci<m9^^ theijp, and the 
tuflteltriy^ fempved to the^argin of the 
Viar,, in . wimk it w,w iuQ^eoded the last 

tmn^^.B of; this j*^9&ml (m» shaxdd be 

acted. 
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But before leaving the dwdling of 
the reputed witch, attiie desire of Thwpe, 
Hopkins entered it, to look for the charm- 
ed fire, before which, his effigy, as he 
supposed, had been wasting. He sought 
in vain for the fire, but he presently 
brought forward what satisfied Thorpe 
quite as weU, a smaU waxen image which 
seemed to have been exposed to heat, 
and subsequently to have been thrown 
into the ashes. Thorpe's exultation was 
at its height when this decisive proof was 
exhibited* He now appealed to his son, 
and to all near him» if the pangs of winch 
he had complained were but ideal, and 
if the proceedings of this day w^e other 
than important. 

And he believed what he said. He 
used no artifice, and suspected not when 
Hopkins entered the habitation of the 
intended victim to arrange his di^ss. that 
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he carried, wrapped in his cloak, the 
image now produced, for the purpose of 
depositing it where it was found. 
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-CHAP. XV. 

pofy as in a secret murthery if the dead carkass be at 
any time thereafter handled by the murtherer, it will gush 
out of bloudy as if the bloud were crying to heaven for 
revenge of the murtherer. God having appointed that 
secret supematurall signe for triall of that secret super- 
natural crime, so it appeares that God hatJi appointed 
(for a supernaturaU signe of the monstrous unpiety of 
witches) that .the water shall refuse to receive them in 
her bosom. 

KxMo Jaxeb. 

4 

The notions of Thorpe on the subject 
of witchcraft were such, that no trick 
could be attempted by Hopkins which 
was not sure to succeed with him. In 
the waxen doll, while he gazed on it with 

» 

mingled joy and horror, he thought he 
could perceive that his own features had 
been copied with a degree of accuracy 
which no human art could reach. Shud- 
dering, he contemplated the magical 
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power which hsd heeik directed agais^ 
him, while indescribable exultation filled 
his bosom at the ^thought that the expe- 
dition which he had assisted in planning 
had been crowned with such brilliant 

success. 

Arriving at the place to which -it had 
been proposed to adjourn, the females who 
had consented to assist on this grand 
occasion were, found ready to perform 
their part. Hopkins craved sotne pause, 
while he addressed them as a judge 
would a grand jury, directing them how 
to proceed in the enquiry \vhich they 
had been called there to maket . He told 
them they were to ascertain whether o€ 
not the accused had three teats, but he 
remarked to them that they must not 
expect the third one to be precisely like 
the others* .Sometimes the devil caused 
that which he provided for the accom* 
modation and nourishment of hiS; imps, 

o3 
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to resemble a pimple } at other times 
it wore the appearance of a mole, 
and very frequently it would appear no 
other than the piick of a pin. These 
varieties, and the possibly minute size 
of that for which they sought, made 
it necessary to use great diligence in the 
seiu'ch. 

Dame Neville was taken into the cot* 
tage. At this moment a sparrow flew 
over the crowd, and settled on the roof 
of the house. The people generally took 
no notice of it, but the moment Hopkiiis 
saw the bird he perceived a new proof 
of guilt, and called out, 

" You see yon thing, neighbours,*' 
pointing to the sparrow. 

" Mean you that bird ?" 

^* That thing in the shape of a spar- 
row is no true bird. This is one of the 
witch's familiars, who wanting suck, 
has followed her &om her home/' 



i 
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"So I judged/' said Thorpe.. "But 
tell me, good Master Hopkins, by what 
indubitable sign shall the familiar be 
known, from the thing of which it wears 
the resemblance/' 

. " By observation, and especially by 
iM)ting the time, place, and circumstances 
of its appearance. Why, I pray you, 
should a sparrow, which is naturally a 
timid and modest bird, come here in 
presence of this congregation? Why 
should it settle on the very top of this 
dwelling ?•' 

" Pooh !** said James, " I have some- 
times marked sparrows to be so saucy, 
that I could hardly scare them away by 
shouting with all my might and main. 
Is this the form in which imps, as you 
call them, always come ?" 

" Certainly not. I have seen a fa- 
miliar wear the shape of a butterfly.'' 

o 4 
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«* Why then I suppose any bird, beast, 
or insect, found near the abode of one 
accused of witchcraft, may be made a 
familiar.^* 

" The devil is not nice about the ve- 
hicles he selects for his ofi^prifig to 
travel in to work his will. When I flm 
commenced witch-discoverer for the bene- 
fit of the whole kingdom, it Was at Man- 
ningtree in Essex. A witch there^ after 
being kept from sleep three nights, was 
compelled to call her whole family. The 
first imp was Hold, who came in like a 
white kitling ; the next was Samara who 

looked like a spaniel without legs. Vi- 
negdr Tom was like a greyhound, itiih 
the head of an ox ; and on my telling him 
to be gone to the place from whence he 
came, he turned himself into the fofm 
of a child four years old, without a head, 
and presently vanished. Sack and Sugar 
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was next called, who looked like a Wack 
rabbit, and Newes followed in th^ form 
of 2i Pole CaL'' . , 

The cry was now up, that the sparrow 
was ho other than one of, the witches 
familiar^, and a volley of stones w$usi 
sent towards it by the nlob, to mark thei^ 
indignation against the devil and all be- 
longing to him. This salutation induced 
the sparrow to take wing, and he imme^ 
diately proved that his quality had . not 
been mistaken by flying out of sight. It 
was unanimously resolved that the fami- 
liar, terrified by the holy proceedings then 
in progress, had vanished -^ with, a! noise 
like thunder, some said, but all were not 
agreed on this point. 

The assistant of the witch^finder an- 
liounoed that he was spoken to from 
within. He immediately answered the 
call, and before any communication could 
be made tp him, demanded if the thing 

o 5 
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in the form of a bird had been visible in 

the cottage. i 

The answer was given with admirable 
caution by Mrs. Thorpe, who now came 
forth. — ** It might have been visibly 
but had not been noted by the females 
about the witch." i 

<< Then ask you if she has seen Ele^ 
manzert Pyewacketj or GreediguU These 
are some of their names, so, perchance, 
you may catch her off her guard." i 

** But first let me tell you," said the 
matron, " that we have discovered the 
devil's mark, so we think." 

" Have you so ? Then describe where 
it is, and what is it like.*' 

" It is in the back of her neck, and 
has much of the appearance of a mole ; 
so much so, that we are not quite certain 
it is not one, and desire proof." 

<< That is humanely wished, and shall 
be benevolently tried. That parties who 
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^e not culpable may not suffer wrong- 
fully, I ever take some fine pointed pins 
with me, by the insertion of which I can 
judge how the case may h%. It can be 
no scandal to you, good woman, that in 
the case of a mark like this I should enter 
and put the woman to the test." 

Mrs. Thorpe assented to this, and the 
discoverer having directed that idlence 
should be observed as to what he was 
about to do, accompanied her into the 
room. 

*< So,'' said he, ** this is a true and 
lawful mole, I warrant you. It looks 
marvellously like one.'' 

While he spoke he plunged a pin into 
the mole. The sufferer had expected 
severer torture, and seemed insensible to 
this. 

Hopkins withdrew the point, and 
again buried it in her neck several times, 

o 6 
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leeiing merrily round at the fewales^ wfto 
were present. ' 

^* Now, good folks,*' he cried, •* yotk 
may judge fbr yourselves! You have 
beheld the use made of this sharp instru- 
metil, and she has neither testified by 
word or cry that it gave pain. Use it 
thus on yourselves, and tell if she could 
so have acted, had the mark which you 
have discovered been anything but what 
it is. See, she shedi^ no tears. No, I 
will answer for it, do what you list, none 
shall from, her eye, for, as our British 
Solomon most beautifully expounded, 
when they shake off the water of their 
baptism, God wisely and justly decrees 
that tears shall not be at their command. 
If they will have fire, they shall have fire, 
but not water when they would choose it.'* 

It was certainly true that the accused 
shed no te^f. The ffever of shame wMdi 
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consumed her at finding herself thus pur* 
sued, made her, as it did many unhappy 
beings who were treated in the same way, 
incapable of giving that relieving vent to 
the sorrows of the heart which, under 
ordinary circumstances^ Nature -fails not 
to command* 

The success which had thus far crowned 
the operations of the examiners <lif&sed 
great spirits among the crowd, who, how- 
ever, being desirous to ** make a day <rf* 
it," now called loudly for the trial by 
water. The contiguity of the river made 
it so very easy to apply this last most de- 
cisive test, that it must be owned the 
temptation was considerable. 

Hopkins, after consulting Thorpe^ an- 
nounced his readiness to comply tvith the 
public wish. 

** Wherefore,*' said he, addressing him- 
self to Dame Neville, " prepare yourself 
straight. Your hose must be removed, 
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and a cord of moderate strength shall 
attach the thumb of your right hand to 
the large toe of your left foot^ and in like 
manner the toe of the right foot must 
be made fast to the thumb of vour left 
hand/' 

<< And am I to be thus exposed in the 
face of day ? Spare me this, and take my 
wretched life/' 

" Never be in too great haste," cried 
the discoverer* " Your life shall be taken 
afterwards, it may be, my delectable 
firebrand, as your dear Satan calls you at 
times. But for the trial, that you cannot 
escape." 

" To you," cried the sufferer, « to 
you, as females, I address myself, and 
implore you to save me from this 
outrage." 

A, look of mingled scorn and horror 
was th$ Qi^y answer vouchsafed to this 
appeal, yet Mrs. Thorpe, strong as her 



THE WITCH-FIMDER. 303 

prejudices were, could not help whis- 
pering to Mrs. Drawlington, the mi- 
nister's wife, that she had never sup- 
posed the devil's power so great as it 
was now proved, in his being able to 
make such a wretch appear so gentl/^ 
and pitiful." 

Hopkins saw no interference was in- 
tended, and went on in a triumphant 
tone. 

" These good and virtuous wives have 
nothing in common with you, and ^or 
your sham modesty about showing your 
feet to the honest folks here, that must be 
a«piighty hardship to one who cares not 
for concealment of either soul or body 
from the Prince of Darkness." 

<^ Methinks you have persecuted me 
enough without this additional insult." 

"Insult! O, you are now wonderfully 
delicate. Why, you were not so nice 
when the devil first wooed- you ! But ^ 
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there need be none of this, for these good 
women, who will prepare you for trial, 
will have due regard for the sex to which 
you still claim to belong." 

He withdrew, leaving his female aux- 
iliaries to act. A close petticoat, or 
bag of coarse cloth, was brought to them, 
by his order, with two openings, through 
which the feet of the party upon trial 
were to be passed. This the accused 
was now commanded to wear. Her 
stockings were cut away, audi the toes 
and the thumbs bound as Hopkins had 
directed. When this had been done he 
was sent for. The summons was obeyed, 
and " his company/* as he called two 
assistants, who followed, came with him. 
They examined the manner in which the 
$ victim had been bound, and having tight- 
«ned the cords, it was intimated to the 
rabble that the grand trial was instantly 
to be made. 



/: » 
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The under-strappers then seized the 
half*fainting sufferer by the hands and 
feet, and carried her to the river. A mur- 
mur of expectation ran through the as- 
sembled hundreds, and the tumult which 
had prevailed during the greater part of 
these proceedings, was wholly stilled. 
The object of persecution closed her 
eyes, as trembling to look on her torr 
mentors. James gazed with impatience 
and disgust, which he scrupled not to 
express to Challoner, who was just then 
carried forward by a sudden movement 
of the crowd. The unresisting Dame 
Neville was placed on the water by the 
witch-finder's men^ directed as they pro- 
ceeded by their accomplished master. " 

No sooner did CJialloner perceive how 
Hopkins and his associates were occu^- 
pied, than he attempted to retreat. A 
loud burst of mirthful laugh rung in 
his ears, and he looked round. That 
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which produced this merriment was the 
total disappearance of the victim. After 
the persecution she had been subjected 
to, the last trial, as it was called, was 
regarded by Dame Neville but as the 
execution of the sentence given against 
her. In silence she breathed a prayer 
for the salvation of her eternal part, and, 
resigned to death, made no effort against 
it. 

Chailoner looked at the river, but saw 
not the sufierer. The water was agitated, 
and she seemed to be rising. It partly 
broke over her forehead, when she sunk 
again. 

" She will be drowned,** cried James. 

*< She is doing it on purpose,** Hopkins 
replied. " Did you not see with what a 
snatch she went down ? She will be up 
again anon.** 

"Monstrous!** exclaimed Chailoner, 
and plunging into the river, he was seen 
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the next moment landing the almost ex- 
piring Dame Neville. 

James rushed before the witch-^finder, 
aad snatched the burthen from the arms 
of Challoner. 

" Bear witness, neighbours/' cried 
Hopkins, <* this man has spoiled all, smd 
the trial must be made again/' 

" Villain/' retorted Challoner, " and is 
it thus you would proceed ? Is even the 
proof of innocence, when furnished by 
your own barbarous persecution, to bring 
death to the accused ?" 

" She would yet have risen/' 

" She would have risen in time to con- 
front you at the last great day, to give 
you to that perdition which the sordid 
miscreant who dare thus destroy his fel- 
low-creatures for gain, will assuredly find 
his doom." 

" You hear what he says," cried the 
embarrassed Hopkins, who was awed by 
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^< It shall not begin again. If there be 
any here who would oppose murder, they 
will support me, and I will sooner perish 
than be the spectator of such enormity, 
or timidly shrink from opposing it/' 

" Here is one who will stand by you 
against a thousand witch-discoverers»^' 
cried Robert, who, like a faithful dog, 
generally contrived at all seasons to find 
the means of following his master. 

Others, moved by the still piteous state 
of Dame Neville, and by the manly 
cdurage which protected her, seemed iii- 
dined to support her champion* Thorpe 
himself cared not to proceed, in defiance 
of his old friend, and his labourers re- 
ceiving no hint from him» to direct them 
how to act, were silent. 

The baffled witch-finder at length 
sounded a retreat, remarldiig, that <* if 
witches were in favour thereabouts^ Uiay 
must keep the^, and take cotifl^qp«BQOe(si/' 
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*< And happy consequences they will 
be/' said Chalioner, *< when such cheats 
as you can no longer levy contributions 
on the credulous. You, old acquaint- 
ance/' he continued, addressing his 
speech to Thorpe, <* are misled ; but this 
fellow is a black-hearted wretch, who 
pretends to skill which he has not, that he 
may rob one portion of his fellow-crea* 
tures for contributing by his senseless 
mummery to the destruction of anotheiv^* 

The dame had been withdrawn. Chal> 
loner, forgetful of the drenching he had 
had, was disposed to follow her ; but it 
occurred to him that it might be bet- 
ter not to lose sight of Hopkins too 
soon, lest he should make good his case 
with the mob. He therefore kept near 

him, as he and the rabble at his heels 

* 

retired in sUence, singularly at variance 
with the uproar which had accompanied 
their advance. 
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GHAP. XVI. 

Speak whimp'ring younglings; and make known 
•The reason whjr, 
Ye droop and weep. ' Uer&ick. 

* 

Albert W9.ited imp^liently for the re- 
turn of midnight, when he calculated on 
receiving a new visit from Henrietta, 
She came, but when he eagerly demanded 
if preparations had been made for faci- 
litating his flight, he had the mortiiics^ipn 
to learn she had been so closely watched, 
that to dp it was. impossible, without eK« 
citing sv(spipion. In her judgment, till 

4 

some days should have < passed, it would 
be wholly impracticable, but the mpmeiit 
the slightes^t reta;s;ation in that yigilanci^^ 
against which it was at present useless to 
BjUiviey should occur, it was her fijrnj^ 4^ 
termination to make the attempt 



•» 
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wimmi''^^ 
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A conversation of some length foU 
lowed, which principally turned on the 
habits and present views of Johnson. 
The answers which Henrietta gave to 
Albert's question, represented him to be 
a moody and' ever-complaining man^ 
He wa& frequently from home through 
the greater part of the night. Albert 
thought of the murder when this pecu* 
liarity was named, and made an enquiry, 
the answer to which did anything but 
remove tlie impression on his mind. 
He fouiid that on the night in question, 
Johnson had been from home, and had 
not returned till the morning. 

" But of all his peculiarities," said 
Henrietta, resuming a description which 
had been interrupted by the questions 
of Albert, " the most tormenting is that 
which is founded on the importance he 
attaches to dreams. The objects which 
present themselves to him, while he 

VOL. II. P 



314 THE WITCH.FINDER. 

sleeps, he regards not as the incongruous 
offspring of a diseased frame or disturbed 
mindf but contemplates them, at least 
where the forms of those no longer alive 
present themselves, as awful realities. 
He believes that for a time his own spirit 
can leave its mortal habitation, and hold 
familiar intercourse with those who are 
no more on earth. Hence, strange in* 
consistencies are seen in his conduct, 
and the wildest resolves, dictated by 
the shades of men, who are no more, as 
he tells, are frequently adopted.** 
" This is a strange malady." 
" But recently he believed that he 
had been admitted to the presence of 
the late king, who, by his actions^, for he 
spoke not, intimated that he could only 
find security by favouring the return of 
Charles Stuart." 

' ^<*Indeed ! His conduct witli reS^tfct 
to me seems stl^ngely opposite to what 
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I should expect it would be, acting 
under: such an impression.'' 

^^ I can explain it. This impression is 
the causd of your being here, and of my 
visiting you as I have done." 
• . <^Atnazeme])t 1 Can this be pos- 
sible?'' i • 
; ." He belie ved; that tlie best mode of 
seeking . security, would be to connect' 
bin^elf by '. means of his daughter with 
some active royalist* You he conducted' 
hither with that view, and I have been 
commissioned to approach you as I have 

■ 

don^, if possible, to win your affections, 
and induce you to offer yourself as my 
iuture husband." 

**Do I dream i'^ exclaimed Albert ; 
^^can your father have entertained a 
l^ought so extravagant ? " 

^* How ! " cried Henrietta, Her coun- 
tenance inflamed by ri^ng indignation, 
f< i$ it then so monstrous a . thought in 

p 2 
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your judgoient ? Am I despised, and b/ 
him who so promptly when first I saw 
him proposed to me to link my £ite with 
hisy and assured me of eternal constency» 
and undying gratitude P" 

** Gratitude, lady," cried Albert, con- 
founded by the unexpected transition, 
from gendeness to fury, <^ I promised ; 
but named not love nor marriage/' 

<< You named not marriage ! O sage* 
like caution I Do I then comprehend you 
aright ? You too would be a betrayer !** 

^< Mistake me not, I—-*" 

<< No, I can mistake you no longer ; 
I now see your true purpose* Why, 
then, let the law take its course, and the 
hangman do his office* You love an- 
other—to her you would be true^ and I 
must be insulted and despised. O ! this 
is brave ! *' 

. << Trust ipe^ I meant no idsult, and I 
40 not d^pise. True it is that an- 
other — " 
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« Away, tUou hiwt deodved me T* 

** jQuestion not^ but wswe; /' ciied 
Henrietta, white her eyes gbur ^ on the 
captive with mor« wildtiess than ever. 
^'I would know if you can be moved 
from the r^ohitioiti yoa avow to be 
faithful to another ? Wdil damgbr- ^bake 
it?*^. 

. ,Att>ert. firmly replied, *^ No, lady^^ I 
will preserve it it! death*'' . 

** This is well answered^*' said. Hen- 
rietta, " and now I will be thy friend**' 

The vehemence of her m^ner was 
no more. The maniac stare, with whidb 
she had regarded him, subsided into a 
stedfast, but tranquil gaze, and the voice 
of rage, lately so loud, gave jplace to the 
melting tones of sorrow. 

*^ Bear with me youth, for I will y6tbe« 
friend thee,*' she naid ; *^ but my mind is 
in ruins, and I can ill regulate Ddy e%* 
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pressions. You have proved yourself 
faithful to one beloved and absent. No 
other claim need be put forth to entitle 
you to all the aid a poor, forlorn, and 
persecuted wretch, as I am, can af- 
ford/' 

Albert listened with unfeigned asto- 
nishment to the gentle accents which 
now struck his ear, and could hardly per* 
suade himself that they' really issi^ed 
from the lips, which, but a few momeMs 
before, had astonished him by frantic 
violence* 

" Lady," said his, « I cannot compre- 
hend your purpose. To me it seems 
that you sport with my sorrows..** 

« Trust me," the lady rejoined, " it 
is not so. I am not for mirth. I have 
drunk largely from the cup of bitterness, 
and tortured by a cruel father's unfeel- 
ing .reproaches, am apt to start at the 
semblance of scorn ; but, trust me^ frai) 
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as I have proved^ aiid wretched as I am, 
I know how to admird rectitude, and 
generous^ devoted love/* 

** Ev6ry word you speak but adds to 
the mystery which surrounds you* To 
see you here gave me one surprise ; to 
hear you talk of marriage with a stranger 
caused another } your seeming indigna- 
tion heightened my amazement, and 
your present gentleness supplies the cli* 
maXk" 

" I know not that it is in nly power 
to give reasons for these changes. The 
causes of what has, most naturally I 
confess, fixed your attention, I can state ; 
but burning blushes invade my cheeks 
while I prepare for the recital, and even 
now I pause to determine whether pride 
shall bind me to silence, or anguish lead 
me on to sue for pity.*' 

She hesitated for a moment, and then 
proceeded. 

p 4 
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** It is decided. ' Some explanation is 
due to you to satisfy you that it is really 
my purpose to btsfrieiid* But expect me 
not to be lavish of speech. Let few 
words inform^ and never ask me to en« 
large on what' I seek not to conceal, but 
may not have resolution fiilly to unfold/'' 

^< I will seek to know nothing which 
you wpuld keep from me.** 

♦* The gloomy, tyrannical^ and ever 
restless being who holds you his prisoner, 
is my father^ Stormy scenes, in which 
be was engaged in early Hfe, and the 
convulsions which have disturbed this 
country during the last ten years, have 
rendered him what he is. Under his 
stem eye my infancy and youth have 
been passed. I do not know that he 
meant to be cruel, but with him a smile 
was a crime, and the thoughtless play- 
fulness of youth called forth on every 
occasion his resentment. I endured bis 
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hard control till my eighteenth year 
was completed. It was then that he 
himself introduced to me the youth he 
designed for my future husband. Ef« 
fingham was handsome and accomplished. 
My father's choice was mine. For him 
the suspicious vigilance of my parent 
was relaxed. We were suffered to pass 
days together, exempted from his ob- 
servation. My tongue refuses to say 
more.*' 

Albert was rather at a loss how to 
act To solicit explanation he had rea- 
son to know would not be agreeable to 
Henrietta, and he was by no means 
certain that the conclusion to which bis 
mind led him, was that at which she de- 
sired him to arrive. She resumed her 
speech, and doubt was at an end. 

'* Vain, inconstant, and ungrateful; 
my lover soon thought meanly of the 
face which he admired before it smiled 
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on him. He no longer sought me. My 
father guessed the cause, and my inge- 
nuous folly admitted his suspicions v/ere 
not without foundation/* 
• Albert sighed while he contemplated 
the tumult of sorrow which now, for 
some inoments, prevented Henrietta from 
continuing her narrative. 

" I will not speak of the rage of which 
I became the object. Alas! my father 
is a man of such sternness, that his very 
love is terrible. But what were the re- 
vilings which I endured, compared with 
the deadly threats which he daily and 
hourly breathed against him who bad 
been my lover ! I doubt not these would 
have been carried into execution, bad 
it not chanced that Effingham lost his 
life in a brawl with a young cavalier. 
But even bis death was not sufficient to 
satisfy the rage of my father. He rested 
not till he had found means to dis- 
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inter the body and bring it hither. To 
me he exultingly displayed the ghastly 
form» and taunted the corpse with the 
past, still demanding if he would now 
refuse the hand which he had spurned. 
This horrid mockery was often repeated 
for my punishment. I will not paint 
the misery which rioted in that heart 
where love, and resentment, and fear, 
and shame combined to torture, for no 
description can reach it. He now dooms 
me, to a new punishment. He calls upon 
me since I knew how to be kind to him 
whom I have named, to use every effort 
to captivate you. Thus he flatters him- 
self he may find the means of rendering 
Challoner, of whose hostility he stands 
much in awe, harmless so far as he is 
concerned. It was in consequence of 
this project, insane as it may seem, that 
I was enabled to approach you. Most 
reluctantly I appeared content to under- 

p 6 
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take the ignominious task. Bat I aimed 
not at success, other than that of being 
in some way of service to you. Coul4 I 
have loved a second time, I should soon 
have been taught from a paper which has 
fallen into my hands tbsit you were not 
to be moved by my poor attractions.** 

While confirming the supposition of 
Henrietta, Albert would not have been 
so deficient in politeness as to omit 
paying that compUment which a lady's 
speaking in her own disparagement of- 
fered so good an opportunity for putting 
in, had not his undivided attention been 
drawn to the paper which she mentioned 
as being in her possession. 

" Of what,** he demanded, " do you 
speak? Nothing of the sort you describe 
can be in your keeping which has ever 
been mine.** 

« Oh yes,** Henrietta replied, *^ it is, 
it must be yours. Not within these walls 
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are the muses sportivdy invoked^ and 
none from without has come hither since 

your arrival/' 

» 

" And what — what is the effusion of 
which you speak ?'* 

" It is a poem in honour of ^-^ but I 
have it with me. — There it is/' she ad- 

s • 

ded, drawing it from her bosom j «« in- 
spect it yourself." 

Henrietta then displayed to th« won- 
dering Albert a poetical trifle, which ran 
thus : — 

THE LO\^R'S CHOICE. 

Which of my senses, of all the five 

Is the one which Reason most fondly would cherish ; 
And hope unimpaired that at least would sunriyey 

Though the others were doomed prematurely to perish? 

'Tis Smel&ng no doubt for we lore to inhale 
The sweets of the garden with opening day ; 

The perfumes that float on Arabia's gale, 

And the fragrant charge of the zephyr in May. 
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No, 'tis the Tatie, for that can bestow 

Pleasures which wake a more rapturous glow : 

Pleasures her sister can never command, 

Thou^ she serves to announce them as being at hand. 

How truly delicious the jfruits of the earth. 

Involved in the paste some fair damsel has made ! 
How perfect the source of contentment and mirth. 

While nourishment thus by delight is convey'd! 
And fiU'd the gay goblet with bright blushing wine. 
The treat is so blissful— 'tis almost divme. 

But JBearing^ah/ Hearings a higher claim still 
Prefers and yields transports of exquisite thrill ; 
The epicure treat I could learn to despise, 
And laugh at the joy on the palate which dies ; 
As that which should rank but with juvenile toys, 
As only entitled to homage from boys. 
But hearing, the learned and gay must admit. 
Can g^ve the enjoyments of reason and wit ; 
Enjoyments which gliding from ear to the mind. 
Leave comfort, intelligence, wisdom behind : 
As some hardy vines after autumn is o'er. 
Still tender their fruit when their leaves are no more. 
Then think of the harmonies, brilliant as dear. 
Which go to the soul by the road of the ear ; 
And lift the charmed spirit to regions above. 
Now warm with devotion, now panting with love ; 
Thine hearings the triumph, thou giv'st us the strain 
Which Horace implored his old age might sustain. 

Let me pause for a moment ! Sight, sight, what art thou. 
That I have not mentioned thee even till now ! 
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Oh ! who that has seen riiddy morniiig arise, ' 

Day's soft indications just traced on the skies ; 

Who has seen the first ray fall on torret or tree. 

Or from the tall mountain descend to the sea ; 

Or haying beheld the sun's glorious set^ 

As I have. Oh ! who could surnve and forget ! 

I wonder not poets incessantly sing 

Of Flora's gay train and the blossoms of ^ring. 

Magnificent presents were these owed to aght. 

If these were proclaimed her sole means of delight ;, 

How striking the contrasts 'tis hers to display ! 

Each season confirms o'er the senses her sway : 

And nature bewitching, however attired. 

Is now as an arrogant wanton admired ; 

And now when no more summer's hues she can show. 

For past folly sentenced to penance in snow. 

Such objects make nght to the rational mind. 

Most dear, but the loveliest still is behind ; 

Observe yonder beauty. How matchless the grace 

Of her figure ; and 1 how divide is her face ; 

How sweetly those eyes beam, but hoid — hold awhile. 

What ecstasy grows on that angel-like smile : 

The senses some tnflers to sight would prefer 

Were only created as handmaids for her. 

For Feeling / but a moment stay. 

Though modestly ^e comes the last ; 
I should be, chasing her away. 

Meanly ungratefiil for the past. 

Can I forget the fiiendly grasp. 
For joys of sight, sound, smell, or taste; 

Or under-rate the bliss to clasp 
The blushing Celia's taper waist. 
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To touch diat band-^to press that lip. 

We 6%h fer,yields a balm 
I wouid not lose, Jove's cap to sip. 

Then FeeUitg bdlEtf the palm. 

Oh, Fate I of this the latest rob. 
Which, while embracing arms entwine, 

Ck>nveyB to me the jgenerous throb," 
That speaks the heart it comes frcHs mine. 

To Albert it was perfectly incon- 
ceivable how this pap^r could have found 
its way into the hands of Henrietta. He 
could scarcely believe his eyes when he 
saw that the lines, which he knew well, 
were actually in his own writing. With 
the documents which he had destroyed, 
that they might not be seen by Johnson, 
a small packet of less importance had, 
as he believed, been given to the flames. 
He was not more persuaded the instruc- 
tions from Challoner were reduced to 
ashes, than he had been that the verses 
now laid before him had shared the 
same fate. He remembered the look of 
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Johnson, at witnessing the fate of the 

packet which he had put out of the way 

> 

by that means, and for a moment he 
asked himself, could he have possessed 
himself of what had thus been destined 
to destruction. The thought seemed 
ridiculous, but how, what he saw, had 
been brought about, if they had perished, 
he could not guess. He was confident 
that the poem could not have been acci- 
dentally dropped on the night of his 
arrival. Well did he remember placing 
that with other trifles under a cover, 
which cover, with its contents, he had 
thrown on the fire, and, as he believed, 
seen consumed. Henrietta could in 
no way explain the mystery. All she 
knew was that the paper had been left 
on a table in her father's parlour, or or- 
dinary sitting room. To the questions 
which he anxiously multiplied, no satis- 
factory answer could be given, and he 
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saw her compelled by the lateness of the 
hour to retire^ withbut having obtained 
the smallest infqrtnation th^t could clear 
up the strange and to him perfectly in* 
comprehensible circumstance ; a (Circum- 
stance which but a single hour before 
he would unhesitatingly have declared 
not within the range of things possible. 
It waS| however^ in proof, that what be 
believed to have been destroyed might 
still exist to endanger the Ufe of his be« 
ne&ctor, and add to the shfttne of his 
own failure* 



THG WITCH-FINDER. 381 



CHAP. XVII. 

. Fear, anger, hope, fierce TeogMnce and swollen hate. 
Tumultuous joy, envy and discontent ; 
Self-love, vun-glory, strife, and fell debate ; 
——All these dim the nuiuL 

I)a. tl. Mo&x. 

Vainly endeavouring to re-assure him- 
sdf, Albert passed the remainder of the 
night and the following morqing in a 
state of feverish anxiety. The day drew 
near its close, when Johnson entered. 
Contrary to his custom, having shut the 
door, he seated himself, and broke 
silence. 

" I would speak with you, young man. 
Without deigning to offer explanation or 
defence of every part of my conduct, 1 
purpose saying so much as may give 
you a correct view of your present situ- 
ation, and enable you to come to a 
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rational decision on the offer which I 
have determined to make.*^ 

The tone in which Johnson spoke was 
little calculated to inspire hope. Albert 
judged that it was now that the plan of 
which Henrietta had apprized him would 
be avowed ; he looked stedfastly on the 
speaker, but without inviting him to 
say inore. He, however, was attentive, 
and this Wad sufficient for Johnson^ who 
proceeded : — 

" I have surprised you by my conduct, 
which, doubtless, seems to yoii little con- 
sistent with ordinary policy, and totally 
at variance with that timid observance 
of rule, which is called respect for the 
laws/' 

^* In my case, undoubtedly, you have 
acted with a degree of violence and fraud 
whach no laws can sanction/* 

"Be it so. The law, while yet I was 
an infant^ persecuted me, and I found 
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myself tunned loose upon the wbrld a 
desperate spiritt unfavoured by the in< 
stitutions o( man, and therefore born to 
be their enemy." 

" Of this I know nothing/* 

" But something you shall know of it*: 
My father suffered (Jeath as a traitor. 
Of this I complain not* He played, a 
daring game, lost it, and paid the stake 
— his life. But I do complain of tor* 
ture previously inflicted by royal fcom- 
mand.*' 

<< Of this I know nothing.** 

<* In his case it was resorted to, and by. 
command of King James. During those 
convulsions, which sent his son to the 
scaffold, which himself ought to have 
mounted, I saw with my own eyes the 
order in his hand* writing. I read it tiU> 
each word Mfas. printed on nay heart* 
The British Solomon as* some fools^ even 
of those whom I have employed, called 
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that ddt» because an idle writiBg hsMi 
appeared, would have my father then 
his prisoner, questioned touching it. And 
how ? I^isten, Thus ran the horrid 
scroll < If he will not con&ss, the 
g^itler tortures are first (first!) to be 
used unto hiai» et sic per gradus ad ma 
tandibfr^ and so God sp^ed ^our good 
work/ Your good work !*' 
' ^< This can nothing concern me.^' 
> *< I said not that it did, but this I 
name to mark, that if I forget humanity, 
others first flM^ot it, where the name of 
Johnson was crnicemed, Ibr thus did 
James direct res^HSCtiag idtmow^ as he 
chose to name himself but really Guido 
Faw.ke6,< he whom prc^igate folly and 
ignoble resantinpnt, when his dissevered 
limbs and scattered dust could yield no 
more delight to the lovers of blood, stiU 
derided and tortured in effigy/' 

*f I have never ^proved of such se- 
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verities, and know not why I sbolild be 
called upon to answer for them." 

" Say this when you have be^n so 
called upon, I sun but giving you a pieut 
of my story, to the end that you may 
understand into what hainds you have 
fallen, and not mistake me for a man 
whose conduct is to be regulated by 
ordinary calculations. My father died 
while I was but 9 child. When I grew 
up, I found myself berfeft of my pro- 
tector, and too wel^known to pass unno- 
ticed in my youth. I fled to Ireland, bear- 
ing my father's assumed name^ and there 
meeting with others as reckless as myself, 
I joined in plans, and encouraged the idea 
of killing the very name of Englishman.'^ 

" Is it possible! Can you be the 
prompter of the bloody deedli whi<^h stain 
the history of 1641 ?" 

" The prompter of sonfe, and the feaiv 
less*— relentless actor of othewifc Why 



this, moves you more than. I could have 
looked for I Why start you thus? What 
is your thought ?" 

*< That it is possible I may be cpuvers? 
ing wHb the murderer of my parents*:'' 

**It may be that I gave them their 
death, avd time has not so far abated thQ 
vigour of my. arm, or tamed the courage 
of my hei^rt, but I can yet dp as much 
for their son/' 

. <« Mean and insolent boast ! Meet m^ 
on equi^l terms, and you n^all have my 
coi2.^ent to try," 

" That is not my w»y. When policy 
has made what is necessary, ea9y» I little 
incline: to thro V aw»y njy triMraph. Your 
consent if I should want your life, will not 
b^ needed. But I have not that thought, 
and thus admonish you solely with 
a view tp your preserv$tiqii. I would 
have you well understand, thgt he who 
st^ds l)efb)« yon, and who took apart 
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first in the Irish and then in the English 
rebellion, is one who will not be trifled 
with, and who when he threatens dares to 

K execute/* 

■»• 

** To what is this prologue to lead ?** 
** Your patience, Sir. When revolu- 
I tion had bravely done the work of jus- 

tice, and the head of the son of him who 
I tortured ray father, had fallen beneath 

the axe, I thought the day of comfort at 
hand. It proved otherwise; soon I 
found that those who had valued courage 
while the struggle was undecided, feared, 
hated, or despised it when the victory 
had been woti. For this I felt disK^on- 
tented, as did others. What followed ? 
Merely for subscribing a petition with 
divers of the council of agitators, the 
sword drawn so often in the cause which 
prevailed, was broken over my head, 
and I cashiered from the army af)^r e^ 
diiring the mockery of being compelled 

VOL. II. Q 
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to ride with my face towards my horse's 
tail, at the head of my regiment, with my 
pretended crime written on my breast/' 

He stopped as if he looked for some 
expression of surprise. Albert spoke 
not, and he went on. 

^< Disgusted by the insolence and in^ 
gratitude which I have described, I 
wished but for an opportunity of tu^iing 
against those with whom I had acted so 
long. Here I concealed my shame frcmi 
the world, and still solaced myself with 
the hope that a day of vengeance would 
arrive. Passing over other events, I 
hasten to the present period. The fol- 
lies and outrages which distinguished the 
protectorates, had brought men generally 
to wish for a new change. I saw that 
Charles Stuart would be no unwelcome 
visitor. To behold those overthrowa to 
whom I had been a firm and useful aUy, 
but who h^d requited my services with 
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contumely and degradation, I was now 
content to forget my former hatred to 
the house of Stuart. The son of James 
I had seen perish beneath the hands of 
the executioner, - and his grandson I 
cared not to pursue, but on the con- 
trary was inclined to support with all 
the means remaining at my command. 
At this juncture, land not very far from 
the place you purposed visiting on the 
night which brought you here, I met 
Challoner. I hailed him, and knowing 
his errand to these parts must have 
some reference to the affairs of Charles, 
I was well disposed to make him ac- 
quainted with what I have now unfolded 
to you. But he spurned me as though 
I had been a dog. His tongue reproach- 
ed, but his eye spoke still more keenly. 
I threatened, and would have detained 
him, but you then affecting not to know 
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him, came up, and I was compelled to 
Buffer him to proceed." 

This part of Johnson's statement 
caused Albert a new surprise, while he 
recalled the almost-forgotten incidents 
of the evening on which Challoner had 
visitfed Lesley. 

<• How I have since watched, when 
other eyes were closed in sleep, — what 
enquiries I have made, and what inform- 
ation I have by these procured, I will 
not dilate upon at this moment. Suffice 
it to say I gained such an inkling of what 
i^as going on as to be enabled. to way- 
lay you. Now learn my motive. Re- 
pelled by Challoner when I would fain 
have become his brother soldier, since I 
am not admitted to participate in his 
enterprise, it is my business to defeat it. 
The means of doing this are securely 
mine. By ruining him, I shall regain 
more than all that I have lost; and though 
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the present feeble government cannot 
stand, a few bold men may yet hang all 
the royalists in England, and establish a 
new protector with firmer sway than ever 
Cromwell could boast. You are now 
prevented £rom serving Charles Stuart ; 
will you join the party opposed to him ?'* 

"Never," said Albert; **Ihave long 
ceased to recognize in their proceedii^s 
that republican virtue for which the tur- 
bulent actors in politics claim credit. 
Your conduct completes my disgust ; and 
I am not disposed to envy you the facil- 
ity with which you can reconcile your- 
self to serving adverse masters." v 

" Peptics I consider but as a game^ 
and hold that the rational man will always 
be found on the winning side the moment 
it ^an be determined which that is. The 
principles of all governments are nearly 
similar* I care nothing whether I fight 
for king or protector. To change is a 

Q 3 
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trifle, so the change be rightly made ; 
for where there is success, apostacy will 
always find sufficient votaries to keep it 
from being looked oat of countenance/' 

** Enjoy the conviction, but expect 
not to make a convert of me." 

<^ On you I had other designs. I 
know my fate if Charles returns to the 
throne of his father without aid from me. 
Now, though I am capable of overthrow- 
ing all his adherents, were I sure of being 
well received by them they should have 
me for an ally. I know the interest 
Challoner takes in you, and have this 
to say, if you can change the course of 
his thoughts respecting me, on my aid 
the Royalists may calculate; and, to prove 
beyond all doubt my sincerity, to you 
will 1 give for wife my only daughter/' 

Albert reproached the father of Hen- 
rietta with a look which partly told that 
he understood the value of the offer 
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which had been made. Johnson was 
unwilling to believe that he had correctly 
read the thoughts of his prisoner, and 
strove to persuade himself that doqbt of 
his good faith had caused the resentful 
return which answered it. 

" I Speak/' said he, *< with sincerity. 
If proof of this be wanting, you may 
command it/' 

" It would be a fraud on my part," 
said Albert, " were I to pretend to any 
power over Challoner which could recon- 
cile him to you.** 

" Then, if he is thus perversely ob- 
stinate, let him perish for his folly. For 
you, however,* there is salvation yet. 
Give him up, and give up his politics, 
and still you shall command the same 
advantage.** 

" No, Sir, I am not yet prepared to 
act the part you would assign to me, 

q 4 
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even : ibr . the honour of becomhi^ the 
husband of your daughter J* 
. .fin voluntary . sarcasm marked the de* 
livery of the last expressions. It at once 
touched the wounded pride of Johnsoii^ 
and called forth transports of rage. . . 

"What!" he e;s:claimed, "have you 
le^sirned the story of her shame> or has she 
sinned anew with you? — Biit beware^ 
Even such a wife as Henrietta may be 
preferable to the lot which will be yours, 
if still insolently proud^ you dare to 
thwart my will." 

My conduct," Albert returned, 

will npt be regulated by your will. 
For Henrietta, I have not spoken of her 
with scorn, though I may have done so 
much by your proposal and you. This 
only have I meant to say, that I will 
neither be the instrument, nor the part* 
ner of any new crime which you may 
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meditate. If I mu&t perish, at least it 
shall be mine to fall with honour/' 

" It shall be yours to die with dis- 
grace • — desfnsed and abhorred even by 
those for whom you sacri€ce yourself. 
Though by my means your , character 
might again stand fair with Challoner, 
at this moment he believes you to be the 
meanest recreant, and the basest ingrate 
on earth.'* 

" This must be said by one better en* 
titled to credit than you, ere I shall ^deem 
it worthy of belief." 

" No J in despite even of your folly, 
incredulity shall give way before my 
speech. To your confusion know that 
all the instructions given to you by ChaU 
loner were secured by me, ere you had 
rested more than two hours within these 
walls." 
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^* It is impossible !" 

" Believe it so if you can, when I have 
told you that the letters which were to 
introduce you to Bentley, at Soutbgate, 
have already- introduced to him an agent 
of min^, under your name, as the indi- 
vidual sent by Chailoner." 

** Monster ! it cannot be." 

** The cypher of which you were the 
bearer is mine. Challoner, after being 
amused by me and by Bentley, who has 
been led on unwittingly to play my game, 
' is now a prisoner, and doubts not that 
he has been betrayed by you.*' 

" This must be all a fable. The pa- 
pers which I carried I took care, as you 
well know, — to — to destroy.'* 

The well-remembered laugh which 
played on the countenance of Johnson 
when Albert gave to the Idames what he 
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believed to be the documents now alluded 
to, again appeared in the face of his tor- 
mentor. Albert's voice faltered while he 
spoke, for he but too well anticipa-* 
ted the nature of the answer which 
the assertion he ventured would call 
forth. 

•* You destroyed papers/* said Johnson, 
" but not those whicli you brought with 
you. Those were taken from the enve- 
lope, while you, a senseless sot, still 
reposed in forgetfulness. They were the 
first things to be secured, but, these taken, 
further search was to be made, and not 
to give a premature alarm in the event of 
your awaking sooner than I expected, 
othets of like bulk were substituted^ 
which I did not afterwards deem it ne- 
cessary to withdraw." 

" O villain, villain ! — But still my 



84& 



THE WITCH*FINI»R, 



heairt assures me you boast of a triumph 
which you have not achieved. Had 
you succeeded to the extent you pre- 
tend» why that vain eagerness which 
you manifested to snatch the papers 
which I did destroy from the kindling 
flame ?" 

<< Empty puppet ! that was a master- 
piece of policy. I 'found you about to 
QKEmine the papers. I talked of seiz* 
ing them to ascertain what importance 
ydfil attached to them ; and when I found 
you aiming at their destruction, I quietly 
suffered your purpose to be effected, that 
if* any inconceivable treachery had given 
the means of communicating with those 
who had wisely entrusted secrets; on 
which their very lives depended to you, 
it should not be in your power to warn 
them of the dangers which encompassed 
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Uiem. It was my object that what you 
threw on the fire should be consumed; 
I only offered to approach, that, facing 
me. to secure their destruction^ you 
diouid not know too soon even what you 
tfien did.*' 

" Infamous schemer ! Even now I 
doubt. If it were your object to keep 
me from knowing what was actually 
done then, why am I told of it now ?" 

" Because Challoner is in safe custody. 
Of this I have certain intelligence, and 
though it is even yet in my power 
to release and save him, no effi>rt of 
your's can enable him to escape. Scorned 
where I would befriend, betrayed where 
I have been kind, and shunned where I 
have not offended, such has been my 
late through life. Thus hunted like a 
wld beast, like the savage of the wooik. 
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I turn on my pursuers. Since * every 
man's hand is against me,' mine * shall 
be lifted against every man.' In my 
case the most comprehensive schemes 
of bloody vengeance are but the ne- 
cessary means of self-defence, and just 
retaliation." 



END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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